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PICHAYAPAT NAISUPAP: HEM VEJAKORN’S GHOST STORIES: A SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL HISTORY OF THAILAND, 1932-1970. ADVISOR: THIBODI BUAKAMSRI,
Ph.D., 176 pp.

Hem Vejakorn’s ghost stories, published between 1933-1970, were Thai literature
emerged in the age of change in terms of political and sociocultural environment. This
change resulted from the 1932 Revolution and modernity. However, the change to the
new had not eradicated the old altogether. The old was still in existence simultaneously
with the new. Phantoms in Hem’s ghost stories thus revealed their apparitions in this
condition. They manifested fears, tensions, and conflicts of Thai society at the time in
three aspects. First, the old regime survived in the new. Second, the city and the country
remained as different worlds. The old, which should be overcome by modernity, yet was
in the country. Third, the modern way of love, emphasized on equality and freedom,
encountered with the traditional way thereof in which class and parental authority
involved. These circumstances represent not only “the incomplete revolution,” but also
“the incomplete modernization.” The incomplete paved a way for the “survivals” of the
old to remain in the new. Hem’s ghost stories, in short, haunted people who lived in the

new world and upheld the new mentalities.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature .......ccoeveeriinnnne.

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ........cccoeeverniennee.
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