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The Moken are ethnic group of sea nomads or sea gypsies who spend their lives in boats, on the
islands and coastal regions along the Andaman Sea. Their familiarity with the sea for centuries enables the
Moken to adapt their way of life with marine ecological system, to accumulate traditional knowledge, to create
thinking (concept) and value systems that made the Maoken lives in conjunction with nature without destroying
the fragile ecological system of coral reefs, the mangrove forest and the marine coastal environment as a whole.

This report aims to present the knowledge and understanding of the Moken about the world, nature
and their relationship with marine ecological system, the reflection of their “world” through their traditional
marine ecological knowledge.

This report is the result of research using participant observation method among the Moken group
living in the national park at Surin Islands, Tambon Koh Prathong, Amphur Khuraburi, Phang-nga Province. At
present there are about 150 Moken people or 40 households at Surin Islands. Although they are semi-settled, the
sea is still their means of subsistence.

The study found that Moken’s world is smaller and restricted due to changing lifestyle with more
permanent settlement. Traditional marine ecological knowledge reflects clearly “the wide gap” between young
Mokens (under 25years) and older Mokens (25 years up). Young Mokens depend on modem means by making
their living as daily workers at the park during high-season. While the older Mokens who inherit centuries old
traditional knowledge can make differentiation in the exploitation of diversified ecological system, and closely
follow the code of conduct in the extraction of marine resources.

Today, as the Moken become more sedentary due to many factors, their traditional marine ecological
knowledge is left insignificant and unattended resulting in regrettable discontinued of this invaluable
knowledge, they may not able to maintain their sustainable way of living and thus can lose their identity as sea
nomads eventually.
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