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The objective of this thesis is to study the relationships between social activities and
community space utilization of the Tai at Ban Muang Pon, Mae Hong Son Province order to
propose suggestions for community space organization. The studying is divided into 2 parts : i)
studying community backgrounds on geography, economy, society, culture, settlement pattern, and

evolution; and ii) studying social activity patterns, community space utilization, and trends.

The study reveals that there are 4 important factors affecting community characteristics and
cause changes social activities and community space utilization. They are transportation and
communication, socio-economic attribute, culture, population structure, sex, social status,
educational background, and occupation also affect settlement pattern, social activities, and space
utilization. The social activities can be classified into sacred activities and profane activities.
Community space utilization can be classified into 4 areas : home, neighborhood, community, and
outside community. The sacred activities tends to decrease, especially among the new generation;

profane activities vary depending on age groups and individual preferences.

Two approaches for community space organization are proposed. The physical approach
emphasizes on community growth and land use controls in harmonizing with cultural background
and community environment. The social and cultural approach emphasizes on acknowledging local
people of the value of their local culture which will lead to proper conseivation and adaptation for

their present way of life.
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