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The objectives of the thesis on “Ritual music of Peefah in northern Isam” are to study the
local’s belief underlying the Peefah ritual Lto study the components of the Peefah rimai and to study
and analyze the compositions of song used in Peefah rimai and they function in the ritual.

The study was conducted by collecting data from cultural centers in fourteen provinces in
northern Isam, Thailand. It was found that Pheefa rimais which were in seven provinces including
Sakon Nakom, Mukdahan, Nakom Phanom, Udonthani, Kalasin, Khon Kaen and Chaiyaphum. The
Pheefa rimais were observed in all seven of these provinces. It was found that the musical instrument
used the most in the rimais was the kan and the lyrics were sung in the rhythm of the Isam style called,
“Morlam”. In the Pheefa rimais, this style is specifically referred to as “Lamlong”. In all the observed
ailment rimais, Lamlong was sung by the medium and accompanied by the kan to praise the ghosts as
well as plead with them to aid the people suffering from sickness. In addition, the medium consulted
oracles to discover the cause of the sickness. The lyrics were completely different in each region due
to the mediums' spontaneous delivery. However, the music was similar in some provinces. The “Lai”
(songs) used in the Pheefa rimais in all seven provinces include Lai Malangpootommai, Lai Phutai,
Lai Posai and Lai Sudsanae. One notable departure from the general pattern was a Pheefa ritual in
Kalasin, in which there was a lot of instrumental music but haraly any singing of lyrics.
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