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There are two major_contrary.perspectives on the theory of truth in
Theravada_Buddhism. One /s Jayatillekel realist.perspective - theory of.
truth in Theravada Buddhism 1s"a kind of correspondence theory,.but Buddhism
also accepts coherence as criterign of truth. The other is a.pragmatic
erspective, a wew.progosed by David Kalupahana. ~According to this view,
uddhism accepts only the.pragmatic criterion (or justification) of truth.

. In this dissertation, | propose a Buddhist Theory of Truth which
explicates. the concept of truth and criterion (or &usuﬂcanon) of truth.
More specifically, | arque that, according to the Pali canon and other Pali
literatures, Théravada theory of truth cannot be classified as either one of
the classical theory, namely the correspondence, coherence, and ragmatlc_
theory. On the contrary, I.Pro ose a theory which | shall call "Pragmatic
Relism," or in the Pali" context, "vibhajjavada theory of Truth."

In Buddhism, truth condition of a_statement depends essentjally on
Ian%uage used to express that statement. This makes Buddhism correlatanle
with both the correspondence and coherence theories of truth. As for the
question .of criterign of truth,.pragmatic consequences or practical reasons
are required according to the Pali tanon.. [t is not clear in_the texts that
conerence Is also reqUired. In_any case, there is one thing in Theravada
Buddhism_that aligns it more with.pragmatic theory of truth™than with any

other. That is ﬂs fallibillistic atgltude toward truth.
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. The Pali Tipitaka and Comentary of Pali Text
Society English Tipitaka anti Commentary of Pali Text Society.

V. =VinayaPitaka = Book of Discipline
D. - DighaNikaya = Dialogues of The Buddha

M. = MajjhimaNikaya = Middle Lenght Sayings
= SamyuttaNikaya = Book of Kinderd Sayings

A, = AnguttaraNikaya = Book of Gradual Sayings
= SuttaNipata = The Group of Discourses

Kvu = Kathavatthu = Points of Controversy

D. i 25
Digha Nikaya Vol. iip. 25, A.1135 Anguttara Nikaya Vol. 1 p. 135.
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