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The objective of this thesis is to investigate the sound changes and the changes of the
meaning of Pali and Sanskrit words in Surin Khmer. The Data are compiled from Khmer-English
Dictionary, Khmer (Surin)-Thai-English Dictionary, local plays and legends, idiomatic expressions,
proverbs, basic teachings, local tales, and also the interviewing of several persons of different

ages and professions.

The study comes to the conclusion that the phonetic changes are more distinct than the
changes of the meaning. The variety of phonetic changes of the consonants and vowels is to be
mentioned. The consonant sounds of Pali and Sanskrit which are not found in Surin Khmer
phonological system are changed and substituted by those of Surin Khmer, Thai and standard
Khmer. The changes of the vowel sound are not conformable. The changes of the vowel sound
are not conformable. The lengthening of the vowels occurs due to the loss of syllables. The Pali
and Sanskrit words in Surin Khmer are of less syllables. The meaning of the words is narrowed
down, broadened up and shifted. Besides,some changes of the meaning of the words result from

phonetic changes and the meaning of Pali and Sanskrit words in Thai and standard Khmer.
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