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The absorption of sulfur dioxide gas with sodium hydroxide solution in a packed
bed absorber was studied at 40 - 90 °c. The amount of sulfur dioxide absorbed, as well as
the amount of sodium sulfate formed, could be improved with an increase in the
concentration of sodium hydroxide solution. Addition of air into the absorber accelerated
the formation of sodium sulfate from sodium sulfite after the sodium hydroxide had been
already consumed and also reduced the temperature of the absorber.
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