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, The purpose of this research is to understand the elderly in KIo_ngtoeK district in Bangkok in terms of
their current habitation atmosphere, lifestyles as well as needs regarding the dwelling and service after
retirement, and concept of initiating elderly residence commun!tg by anal zm? through their socio-econamic,
mentality health, and fifestyles. The result will be used as a guidance to develop residential Plan that suits to
their needs and rectify residential problems in order to reduce social problems and consequently to make them
stay happily during their period of life. The samEIe size of this study composed of 318 elderly who is between

55-64 years of age living In Klongtoey district in Bangkok. The data was processed via SPSS/PC+

_ relevant to socio-economic, healthful, and mental ,as%ects it was found that majority are married
with 2-3 children About 50 % of respondents are orlglnallr living in Bangkok, while the rest was from upcountry
and vicinity, Most of them finished primary school. Primarily, their housenold income is less than 16,801 Bht. per
month which is considered to be low income group, Second group falls into medium (earn from 16,801-78,800
Bht. per month), followed by high income group (earn moré than 78,800 Bht per month). About half of low
income group carries debts. Regarding the affordablllgy to repaK housing loan, lower income Hroup who are
mostly hand-to-mouth existence " after ‘retirement could make the payment not over 3,000 Bit. per month,
whergas others who earns from interests and,savm?s_when retired could afford more than 6,000 Bht Per_month.
Generally, elderly face the problem about bicept Tatigue. ,Maljor_lty has normal. mentallt){, neither suffering nor
happy Amonthhose who are unhappy are caused. by R/hysma_ ailment. Regarding their lifestyles, they normally
rest at home. The most popular hobbies are watching TV, reading books and listening to the music accordingly.
More than 50% do not play sports at all and always go out with friends once or twice & month.

. Towards their residences, the study. shown that mainly they are the owner of their houses. Among
lower income group, they own wooden house with less than 20 Square Wah grlmarll located on Rama [V Rdil
\éVhIIJﬁ hlgjgeerlncome groups commonly own a house with more than 100 Square ‘Wah primarily located on

ukhumvit Rd.

Referring to their needs of housing after retirement, 39.3 % still prefer staying with family in their old
house. About 29.2% want to stay with their s,Pou,se or living alone. in their old place. 25.5% want'to find new
place after retirement due to wearisome of city life. Among”lower income group who wants to find new place
aspires for a 41-60 Square Wah house, Self-designed, with the price under 500,000 Bht while medium income
desires a rural farmhouse within 41-60 Square Wah with the price range from 1,000,000 to 2,900,000 Bht Higher
Income wants to have a rural farmhouse with unspecified size with the"price starting from 5,000,000 to 5,900,000
Bht. Majority choose location in upcountry.

. With regards to their lifestyles after retirement, since they already own a house, most of them have
no intention to purchase a new house but rather prefer to refurbish their ‘current house. MIHOTIIK considers
buying a new house because the existing place is not suitable for their age and they wants to own a house.

. terms of expense plan after retirement, among lower income group spends mostly on healthcare,
while higher income group saves_ money for interests The most aspired_occupation after retirement is merchant.
Elderly primarily wishies to stay with their spouse, subsequently with their children.

, relevant to initiating elderly residence community, majority agree with this idea as this could be
applied to homeless senior citizens. Services required for the community are medical service, followed b}/ food
and hyglene in their residence. However, a few people want to stay in this community due to lack of warmth and
secondly wearisome of th life. Half of respondents feel that ‘elderly community should be organised by

government under control of representatives elected from residents.
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