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# # 6180902024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Philippines Policy toward China, The Role of Political Group, South China Sea
Kodchapond Soithong : The Role of Political Groups in the Philippines on Duterte’s
Policy towards China. Advisor: PUANGTHONG PAWAKAPAN

This study aims to investigate the role and impact of the Philippines’ political groups
in President Rodrigo Duterte’s policy towards China. The groups in focus are the army, the
congress, the bureaucracy, civil society, and the media. This study argues that under the
democratic rule, these political groups have played the checks and balances role, which posed
limitation to Duterte’s policy of leaning towards China. As Duterte wished to obtain China’s
greater economic cooperation and assistance, he avoided bringing up the issue of territorial
dispute in the South China Sea in order not to displease China. In contrast to Duterte’s wish,
various political groups urged the government to reiterate to China the Philippines’ sovereignty
over the disputed area, based on the ruling of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, which
indicates that China has no historical rights over the South China Sea dispute areas. They
wanted China to cease its aggressive expansion and power consolidation in the South China
Sea while Duterte declined to do confront China and wished to expand bilateral cooperation.
Duterte’s policy and actions towards China, however, made the Philippines look like a
subordinate to the superpower. Such resulted in the public’s negative attitude towards both
Duterte and China, inflaming the nationalist sentiment against China. As a result, Duterte had
to play tougher towards China. This case, therefore, support the premise that a democratic
society will allow political groups and institutions to play the crucial role of checks and
balances against a government. Even an authoritarian leader has to yield to the popular

demands to some extent.
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