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While most studies on terrorism often illustrate men as a main actor, for example as a
forces’ leader and an executor, this article looks at women’s role in terrorism by exploring the
case of “Black Widow” — an Islamist Chechen female suicide bombers in the Russian
Federation. The purpose of this article is to explain the transformation from victims to terrorist
perpetrators under feminist theory, particularly post-colonial feminism framework. The paper
aims to better our understanding of social changes at local level and describe the structural

violence as a result of war and the existing patriarchy in the community.

Furthermore, this article demonstrates how women in conflict areas increasingly join
terrorist forces as a response to the government’s use of violence to suppress minority or
separatist groups. This phenomenon could be considered as a new form of threats to both
national and international security. This paper thus aims to expand the security agencies’ views
regarding gender and terrorism and hopefully convince them to review their violence measures

towards citizens in the conflict areas.
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“ The young woman, who was — inshaa-Allah — martyred, Hawa Barayev, is one of the
few women, whose name will be recorded in history. Undoubtedly, she has set the most
marvellous example by her sacrifice. The Russians may well await death from every quarter now,
and their hearts may appropriately be filled with terror on account of women like her. Let every
Jjealous one perish in his rage! Let every sluggish individual bury his head in the dirt! She has
done what few men have done” 63
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