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ADVISOR ะ PROF. PIYANART BUNNAG, Ph. D. 147 pp.
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The m a in .purpose o f  t h is  th e s is  is  to  in v e s t ig a te  the  in f lu e n c e  and 
th e  a d a p ta tio n  o f  w es te rn  le g a l ideas on the  m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  Th a i le g a l 
e d u ca tion . The m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  T h a i le g a l t r a in in g  was to .p re p a re  Tha i 
law yers to  work w ith in  the  modern Th a i le g a l system . These la w ye rs , who were 
t ra in e d  under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  w este rn  le g a l system s, l a t e r  p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  th e  fo rm ing  o f  a T h a i le g a l com m ittee, which helped a b o lis h  the  e x tra ­
t e r r i t o r i a l  r ig h ts  o f  w es te rn  c o u n tr ie s  over T h a ila n d .

The re s u lts  o f  th e  study re v e a l th a t  th e  m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  T h a i le g a l 
ed uca tion  was a r e s u l t  o f  t h e .p o l i t i c a l .p ressures from  w este rn  c o lo n ia l 
im p e r ia l c o u n tr ie s ,  namely, th e  B r i t i s h  and th e  French, who had s tro n g  
m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e s . These c o lo n iz in g  w este rn  c o u n tr ie s  had 
p ressured  th e  ThaiGovernment in to  g iv in g  up i t s  le g a l ju r is d ic t io n  over 
E n g lis h  and French su b je c ts  in  T h a ila n d . The Th a i le g a l system was re form ed 
in  accordance w ith  w es te rn  le g a l system s. Then the  m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  Th a i 
le g a l ed ucation  was e s ta b lis h e d  to  t r a in  Th a i law yers to  work in  th e  w este rn  
le g a l system in  o rd e r to  p ro te c t the  in te re s ts  o f  T h a i peop le . These 
a t to rn e y s , equipped w ith  knowledge o f  fo re ig n  languages, e s p e c ia lly  E n g lis h , 
were t ra in e d  to  work in  fo re ig n  c o u rts  to  p ro te c t the  in te r e s ts  o f  Tha i 
c i t iz e n s  and n a t io n a l s t a b i l i t y .  The Th a i ab so lu te  monarchy government had 
to  re fo rm  Th a i le g a l ed uca tion  in  o rd e r to p ro te c t t h e .power o f  the  K ing in  
th e  system o f  a b so lu te  monarchy. However, in  the  p o s t-a b s o lu te  monarchy 
p e r io d , therewas a need to  c o d ify  the  law to  encourage T h a i c i t iz e n s  to  
p a r t ic ip a te  in . p o l i t i c s ,  by in tro d u c in g  human r ig h ts ,  human l ib e r t y ,  and 
human e q u a lity  in to  th e  c o n te n t o f  modern Th a i le g a l courses.

I t  i s  concluded th a t  the  success o f  Th a i Legal re fo rm  and the  
m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  Th a i le g a l ed uca tion  b e fo re  the  p e r io d  o f  1920.p ro te c te d  
T h a ila n d  from  lo s in g  he r s o v e re ig n ty .
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