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The main.purpose of this thesis is to investigate the influence and
the adaptation of western legal ideas on the modernization of Thai legal
education. The modernization of Thai I_e%;al training was to.prepare Thai
lawyers to work within the modern Thai Tegal system. These lawyers, who were
trained under the influence of western legal systems, later participated
in the forming of a Thai legal committee, which helped abolish the extra-
territorial rights of western countries over Thailand.

. The results of the study reveal that the modernization of Thaj legal
education was a_ result of the.political.pressures from western colonial
imperial countries, nameIY, the British and the French, who had strong
military and political influences. These colonizing western countries™ had
ressured the ThaiGovernment into giving UR Its I_e%;al jurisdiction over
English and French sub{ects in Thailand. The Thai Tegal system was reformed
in accordance with western legal systems. Then the modernization of Thali
legal education was establishéd to"train Thai lawyers to work in the western
Ie?al system in order to Erotect the interests of Thai people. These ,
atforneys, equipped with knowledge of foreign languages, especially English,
were trained to work in foreign courts to protect the interests of Thali
citizens and national stability, The Thai absolute monarchy government had
to reform Thai legal education” in order toprotect the.power of the King in
the system of absolute monarchy. However, in the post-absolute monarchy
period, therewas a need to codify the law to encourage Thai citizens t0
Rartlmpate in.politics, by mtroducmg human rights, human liberty, and
uman equality into the content of modern Thai legal courses.

It is concluded that the success of Thai Legal reform and the

modernization of Thai legal education before the period of 1920.protected
Thailand from losing her sovereignty.
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