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MATTHAKAN BUNSIRI : THE KAREM FOLK DANCE : A CASE STUDY OF RAMTONG DANCE PERFORMANCE

IN BANMAIPATTANA VILLAGE SANGKHLABURI DISTRICT KANCHANABURI PROVINCE .THESIS ADVISOR :

ASST.PROF. MALINEE ARCHAYUTTAKAN, - 474 pp. ISBN 974-83-1746-2.

This thasis aims to study the Ramfong dance performance of the Pow Karen in Banmaipattana Village, Sangkhlaburi District,
Kanchanaburi Province duning 2004-2005.  The focus is on the background, composition and dance postures which are
characteristics of the Ramiong dance performance. The information Is compiled from academic documents, interdews with dance
teachers, performers, those who conduct studies on parformances of the Karen, five obsarvatons of padformances and the
resaarcher's practice of the dance.

The resull of the study reveals that &t present, the Pow Karen in Banmaipattana Village have only five types of the Rambong
dance performance lefi—Ramtong Abla, Ramtong Alpha, Ramiong Aimi, Ramiong Mong Yow by childran and Ramiong Mang Yow by
adults. The Ramiong dance performance is sccompanied by Karen songs and the rhythms are controlled by specific musical
instruments—ihe Walel and the Tapane or a wo-faged deum, 10 assumed that the dance has been peformed for over 200 years and
it origin is presumed 1o be from wo sources: 1) from religious fitas, 2] from story narration. The purposes of the performance are for
1)0nganizing religious ritas, 2)Entertaining, JiDemonsiating. In the pasl, it was popular for the performance (o present the episodes in
the Lord Buddha's life. Later, the peformance was added with the bekiefs of the Karen, stofes of the Karen group and the romance of
young men and women, The Ramtang dance periormance takes place in a large open space. Performers consists of at lsast 12 man
and women, The attire is thed of the Waditional costume of the ribe. Props ane white handkerchiefs | Aowers and fire. The words in the
s0ngs ang in Kangn and Burmese languagas.

In terms of dance characteristies, it is found that the major structure of the perormance consists of three levels:
1.Praparation posture, 2.lavocation dence fo the dance masier 3.The dance accompanied by the musie, The dance performance
emphasizes the dance thal is in hamony with the rythms of the music and the unison mavamant of the performers. Dance posturas
congist of five posturas:1.0ance postires azsumed fo orginate from tradition postures, 2.Dance postures in imitatfon of nature, 3.0ance
posturas modifisd from other dance posfures, 4.Dance poslures newly crealed, 5 Danoe postives based on basic dance poglures, The
characteristic dence posture s he downward rolling of the hands and fipping them up 1@ form a perpandicular hand posture by
swanging the arms and the hands in a circular movement before bending the wrists and pressing the middie fingers toward the thumbs
withaut leting the wo fingers touch each other and then finging the wiists upwards 10 foem a perpendicular iand postune. Major
dance postures mclude hand swinging, hand figping, forming a perpendicular hand posture, roliing the hands downwarnds, hand
elapping and foot tramping. It is-feund-that sitling on the-heals is the most prominent ofall sitting.pasitions.  The most prominent dance
movement is 8 combination of poslures, which Gonsist of ralling and flinging the wriste, forming a perpandicular hand postuse and
hand clapping.  The major structure of the dance movement appears in the standing position. The dance performance begins with
ralling ared Mindging the wiists to form & perpendicutar hand posture, Which & Tolowed by Spesific dance posianies and ends wilh hand
clapping dance.

This research presents a segmant of the cultural devalopment of folk performance, which may be used as a guideling far

contrastive stedies of performance of other ethmic groups and also for contrastive studies of pedformances of the Karen in Thailand and
thass in Southeast Asia,
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