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Ba%[r Krua residents
ady, {0 give thelr,
Vesfor community

Community activists have vowed tofight to the death ~ and land developers. Baan Kr a residents pointed
agarnstagovernmentﬁlan to drive a two-kilometre  out that the new rout? while amagt/ gt glr com-
expressway through their neighbourhood, forcrng munities WOArdbene It the Wor aeCehtre
the relocation ofhundreds ofresidents, reports Anan amal Og pravoon, a Baan Kruzi relirions leader,
Paengnoy. NQ has vowed to Jigt tooth and nalf to Prevent the
ETAfrom driving residents from their land

freralmost IOXearsofprotestrngagarnt The local refs dents have resolved to i htforour
the. second-st ewressw whic [1\9 hts, evenr rt means We have 50 saCrifice our
IS designed to cut rou% e]rrcom Ves,"he said. “We are or}24 r%uradrtrnq r con-

h(rtr - Baan Kruaresr ent? ?not munitjes because e are afraid ofoutsiders with mali-

acke romt errorrg al platform ~ clous Infentjons. t

and have sworn to fi OIg rog1 ¢t "0 the death” Samai said that he doesnotunderstand hoh]rthe
{sextremestan has ent en én respé)nseto ETA could ust]rf cuttg ﬂ etre- stret? out
an ulti atum%y >ép essw (ﬁf Tran- oféh% orl it % orthe er]erto developers
Bletfé\rlet %rrt rr?erha and (ETA) t atresr nts meve ?ensrr!ents to understand the plight ofBaan Krua
ritgya Sumitanant, director ofthe ETAS gover-  “Wesettled here a long time ago sowe have to pro-
noréo?fyce sardtﬁat ETAg[overnorRuan%char oon- tectthe?and o?ourance&ors "hé sald, “Wny Is it hat
ﬁawattrrgd Invain to neg2o late with residents when ehgove]wnm nt can scrag t\ ﬂan In favour of the

e visited them on May rich™ what a outrpﬁr( e us?
gcgrdrn%to Krrtaly%the ETAmust hand over the Prapnrn yichitt anso 62. a Muslim leader
esignated for the grOJect to concessionaire  in North Baan Krua. said that thecommunrtres do
B%[h% ress]waer e temlfer notwantthe Issue t%snowball The fact 1s, a puyb-
sar h aljinet resalved on March 25 lic re e Fm has been conducted twreand the
oa e wrt the driro jectd esgrtet e demands of resu s clear Vyrndrcatedthatrtrs not suitable to bujld

residents, and claimed that the government  th eeeress ay Besid ef the ass %ments on the
hgg re irgcgd thenumberofaffected households from  enviro ment rmpactaso showed that the project

2 is not worthwhi
Krrta a said that rﬁrgmg metr]es ofthe two-kilo- “Des rote all thrs the government has decrde? t0
metre gresKwag/W pass through North, South and rgr? Ss? d with the' plan."And that’s why it is called
She sard th f the affecteét residents will be relo- rfded th tfé)rmer industry minister Sanﬁ
catedto ecraI constructe flats butconfessedt con rasart reviously a nounced tha

eETA snotstarted bull rn them ecatise Ith as uan dmin tr tron wou hg the rorect
een una eto ne otrat Wrt aan rua leaders. anan eventua?/ acktrace on Prom Se.
Kritaya. also acknow F gnes ttht e residens raFar saP/ the government persists, tne com-

Isrtrﬁn% esrstance stems from the At eorig-  munities wilf submita petition to HrsMaresty the

arch lﬂ)%SOham)exrtp ch%sr%%gtorgn througu %naan i Pﬁ arb echoe}d Samai’s dpledge to fight to the

deat HJ protect rs communi
The rnrtrallplan called fora28kr|ome re stretch g Chityodsuwan:-an Z ﬁr olﬂ Muslim
g Y om Uru on% Road to Wireless Road. e erTroanastrSaanKrua sas It he Is not
How ver, ths was later reduced to two krIometres actrvegrnvov? [r F roées etrresto provige
and the ‘end of the exgresswag was moved from  mora |}r)]port or local residents,
Wrre ess Roaq to Rajpr son? ad. rnvag ap adeput MusIrmIeaderfrom
gencles concerned rJ d the wan and East Baan Krua, wonders w hyt e government 1
a ree that t en%w route WOU reduce traffic more \riants fo destro communrtyt at was established

ectr¥ ¥ﬂt an t rrrlrrna one,"Krita asakd ? years p gs
t1ro ereﬁtﬁ ént ofvrewﬁr e I thegwanttou e force, W%wrllfrghtaparnst it
had more to do with the vested interests 0 polrtrcra | don't care about my life, 1f | have todie Twall, for



A view of Bunn
Krua, whose
residents form
the last
stumbling block
to building the
second-stage
expressway.

survival of m commumty
Sami Peu salpf rhnifrtnn nf Smith g ' Wag!
Baan Krua.-said that residents will make no further
rngveecs to pressure the government to cancel the
’vedone enough "he said. ‘Now it’s time to sta
n ere an ourcommunllg fy. We made a vo

w%y nhos%ue% afroght against this unjust express-
ar

claims that the ETAspent Bt4 m|II|on onan

dvertisement which portrayed Baan Krua res|-
dents as s} Born comrﬁunlstg disrupting the devel-
opment of {

‘I woul I|ke to chaI enq? the ETAf0 go to the media
and ask them who IS red [ystronr% headed,” he said.
Somrit Sikhanthanabut, chairman of North Baan

i-ti_ll.()“M 1010

Krua, said that the (ibmet [esolutl n to build the

pro&ectc e revoked, as It is nota aw.
ut5| ers a think atwe are fussy butweTg
eactlnjg I e anyone facing expropriation wou

ntP onsawat of the ETA, meanwhile,
communltles re5|stance sayin

ﬁ1a¥ not &tﬁre3| e s Oﬁpe et € pro ECI

elns
its hes tO £5Sen L[?g
acto

oject b can |n |ts lan fob
t ough settlé)“ n op |n to Ul|d overa |

T herewﬂLonI beabout%j rp|§rs inthat 7?0 -kilo- |
efre stretch. That IS considere a}/erysma um-
er,”he said. |t wont cause troubl g or the residents.

Soon they will understand Us and accept it.”



Fifteen Years Of Disputes Over|
The Second-Stage Expressway Pro_

©1987
The Jrca Japan International June: The Cabinet approves the ETA'S
Coo eatro /égency conducts a project proposal,
feas |t stuay on'the second-stage .Ciiqust: TeETAannounces bidding
expressway project. December: A executive decreg on fand

expropriation for the project Is issued.

The Tec apaibogn family wins
LM’W B% t0 pﬁ an aty Fehr ar%/ aChang and Baan Krua
efc ace gvlelo ment  residents submit a joint petition
ro ect IS nown as ' rade Er%eestrnﬂ §a| st J})re?nqect to former

'%ra%es([feh??eﬁgnstrrganeéo buig Work I\)IQ?EH aTOe] ETAb drn tesdi ngkok
Sl

M rcri The Cabinet approves a plan Pesr ents stI go two r fests. set

d the expressway. lh)ea sgecra mmittee to vvor arnst
0 1930 tgnt%er Parliament re%olves to
Janu e Expres W an Rapid revrew Rro ect. The C
Trans| A on T al and approves an ETAcontract vvrt HT
arran es dy to assess. t However, It |s etermine th(?[b
envirg menta |mp ct and viahility of ~the y
the project, e

tract mustaso eagr[l)rove
Office of orney General .
]] Are t on howt]e Jnake use of Decenﬂner eO ce of the ttorne

Fa % ok, .com the General submits a letter to th Ato
atro al Economic an ocrai voice IS concern over Several points in
eted. the contract

Deve oBmen BOETd IS com
Decem ?Ore>t<re]cu Ive board However the ontract |ch mentrons

er.
SKpresstay Snﬁ‘o” : Py e s ey "



signed. The contract also indicafes that
there will be onl¥ two_exits: Saphan Hua
Chang on Phya Thai Road and Rajdamn
Road near the World Trade Centre.

©1989 o
June: The Interior Ministry informs the
Cabinet that the expressway will not

pass through mosques and %rea}ve%ards

and spells out measures to 0se

who \Aﬁl? he afgectedS %y the prolgct.

©1992 .

January: The ETA submits a letter to the
overnment's spokesman askm% him to
Isseminate information about the

Cabinet resolution of September 1988,

which concludes that there will be an

aﬂustment of the route.

owever, the spokesman does not
agree to do so. The ETA eventually
holds a press conference to expldin the
ch?nge and confirms that the project

will not be cancelled, ,

December: ETA officials and 500 police

commandos enter Baan Krua and erect

signs  the area designated for the

expressway. ,

© 1993 , ,
April: The Baan Krua special committee
calls on the Interior Ministry to cancel

the Urupong-Rajdamn route. The
committee Suggests the ministry set up
a panel to conduct a public heafing
before continuing with the plan.

The panel was later set up and
chaired by[ Narongchai Akrasanee.
October: The committee resolves that
the project should be cancelled on the
grounds that It will not significantly
improve traffic.

However, the ETA argues that the
committee has used “old information
to make its assessment and asks the

anel to annul the results of the public

earing.

©1994
April: Residents from Baan Krua, Hua
Cﬁang, Phetchaburi 20 and behind
Pathum Wanaram Temple stage a three-
Iqlay Sit-in protest ~ front of Government
ouse.
Then prime minister Chuan Leekpai
ﬁgre,es to conduct a second public
garing,
May: 8ha,va||t Yongchaiyudh, then,
Interior minister, sets up a committee
0 condu?t,the secong ublic hearing.
The panel is charred fAmmar
Siamwala. .
November: The committee announces
that the project is not worthwhile.

©1995 L
March: The Chuan administration
announces that it will go ahead with the
project, however, the route will be
changed: The Urupon?-Ra|damn,sectlon
will now be built over the canal instead
of overland in Baan Krua. ¢

* 1996

January; The executive decree on land
expropriation expires and Is renewed.
November: Representatives from Baan
Krua are Invited to attend a Cabinet
meeting. The Banharn administratjon
announices it will continue the project,
but says it will reassess Its
environmental impact. ,
December: The residents submit a .
letter of protest to newI%/ elected Prime
Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh

* 1997 . .
March: The C%bl,n(ft gives the ETAthe
0, buil

green light t the e;EPressway, hut
asks the a%en%}/ fo consider a report
written by the Science Ministry.

May: ETA Governor Ruangrit Poonsawat,

visits the communities and meets

leaders for three hours. However, the

residents do not compromise and

hnst?hag vow they will “fight to the
eath”.
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