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This thesis is a comparative study of the European Union's human
rights policy towards Burma and Indonesia from 1989 up to present. Its main
objective is to portray the EU's double standard in pursuing its human rights
policy towards these two countries. In this study, theory of national interest
was used as an analytical framework.

The study found that the EU which one of its specific objectives
was to promote the respect and protection of human rights among the member
countries and around the world, however,  has applied double standard in
carrying out the human rights policy towards Burma and Indonesia even though
the human rights violations in these two countries were considered to be at
the same level. Examples included restrictions on political rights and
freedom, the absence of free political expression, arbitrary detention of
political prisoners, prisoner disappearances and violations of minorities'
rights .

Double standard can be explained by the difference of trade relations
the EU conducted with Burma and Indonesia when the level of EU trade relations
with Burma was very low while it was high with Indonesia. Such practices were
considered as the EU's partial reactions to intentionally apply more flexible
human rights policy towards Indonesia while strict policy was applied towards
Burma.

This thesis has made a conclusion that the double standard that the
EU has applied on Burma and Indonesia was resulted from different economic
interests the EU obtained from these two countries.
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