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Christians, (Frei) says, are forced to consent

to the factuality of what we represent to ourselves

37 Comstock, "Truth or Meaning : Ricoeur versus Frei on

Biblical Narrative. "The Journal of Religion 6 (April

1986), P. 124-130.
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imaginatively. We must affirm that to think of (Jesus) is
to have him actually present. "..... Can the wunbelievers
know who the protagonist of this story is? Apparently not,

for whenever any one really knows who Jesus is, there

Jesus is present as well."38
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"For the believer to know who Jesus Christ is, to
affirm his presence, and to adore him is one and the same
511§ 5y G Just as Christ’s presence and identity cannot be
conceived apart, factual affirmation of him and commitment
to him cannot be conceived apart either."

"For whomever (the story) becomes the truth it does
ie SUNE by hammering out a shape of life patterned after its
own shape....the shape of the story being mirrored in the

shape of our life is the condition of its being meaningful

38 | Fpaidu, wun 124.
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1) "...(Schleiermacher) said in a famous phrase
that the hermeneutical task is that of "understanding the
discourse first as well as and then better than its
originator."Why?...The answer is that a great deal of
what the interpreter wants to wunderstand about the
genesis and development of a project must remain uncons
cious to its author..." (Frei, The Eclipse of Biblical
Narrative) (New Haver : Yale University Press, 1974) p. 294.)

"The task is to understand the individual totality
in its development which comes to expression in a single
work or discourse, but even more in the interconnection
of the same author’s total production. In other words,
what is to be understood is the author in and as his self-

: n 3 a .
expression." (1999104, YUN 291.) i

2) B o s to remain faithful to the original
intention of Schleiermacher’s hermeneutics. To understand

an author better than he understands himself is to unfold

the revelatory power implicit in his discourse, beyond the
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limited horizon of his own existential situation." (Ricoeur,
"Appropriation", Hermeneutics & the Human Sciences. ed. and
trans. Thompson (New York : Cambridge University Press, 1981)
P 191.)

3) "(Ricoeur) argue(s) that this obstacle can be
overcome only by clarifying the relation of the work
to the subjectivity of the author and Dby shifting the
interpretative emphasis from the empathic investigation
of hidden subjectivities towards the sense and reference
of the work itself." (Ricoeur, "The Task of Hermeneutics",

cll I £ 4
L99ILAN, WUN 47.)
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