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Chapter 5
Conclusion and Discussion

5.1 Conclusion

T h e  s tu d y  e x a m in e d  th e  ch a ra c te ris tic s , b eh av io r, an d  a ttitu d e s  o f  T ha i an d  
fo re ig n  to u ris ts  to w a rd  in  re la tio n  to  th e  q u a lity  o f  co ra l re e fs  c h a n g e s  a t  C o ra l Is lan d , 
P h u k e t.

It w as  e x p e c te d  th a t to u ris ts  w o u ld  p ay  m o re  fo r v ie w in g  h e a lth y  co ra l reefs. 
H o w e v e r, i t  d id  n o t e f fe c t o n  o n e ’ร W T P  e v en  th o u g h  T h a i a n d  n o n -T h a i to u ris ts  w ere  
ab le  to  id e n tity  h e a lth y  co ra l re e fs  c o rre c tly  a n d  th e  sam e  as u n h ea lth y  co ra l reefs. O n e  
p o ss ib le  e x p la n a tio n  is th a t  th e  u se  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  in  th is  c o n tin g e n t s tu d y  d id  n o t y ie ld  
th e  im p a c t s tim u li, as  it w o u ld  h av e  in  th e  rea l w orld . T h e  u sag e  a n d  th e  ch o ice  o f  
p h o to g ra p h  w o u ld  n e e d  to  c o n s id e r  m o re  ca re fu lly  in  fu r th e r  resea rch .

T h e  s tu d y  d e te rm in e d  th e  p o te n tia l-u se  v a lu e  o f  co ra l r e e f  as  a p p ro x im a te ly  
U S D  3 1 .4 0  p e r  v is it  p e r  y e a r  fo r  T h a i to u ris ts  a n d  a p p ro x im a te ly  U S D  2 8 .8 4  p e r  v is it 
p e r  y e a r  fo r  n o n -T h a i to u ris ts . T h e  in te re s tin g  p o in t is th a t T h a i to u ris ts  v a lu e  th e  co ra l 
r e e f  q u a lity  h ig h e r  th a n  n o n -T h a i to u ris ts , e v en  th e  in co m e  level o f  T h a i to u ris ts  is  low .

T o  c o n c lu d e  th e  s tudy , th a t  it e s tim a te d  th e  to ta l p o te n tia l-u se  v a lu e  o f  co ra l 
re e fs  a t C o ra l Is la n d  to  b e  U S D  9 7 0 ,9 9 1 .2 0 , w h ic h  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 9 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  bah ts.
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5.2  D iscu ss io n

In o rd e r  to  a c h ie v e  th e  o b jec tiv e s , th e  s tu d y  a p p lie s  th e  c o n tin g e n t v a lu a tio n  
m eth o d . In C V M , th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  w a s  u tiliz e d  w ith  p h o to g rap h s . R e sp o n d e rs  w ere  
a sk e d  to  id e n tify  th e  q u a lity  o f  co ra l reef. M o re  th an  a  h a lf  o f  T hai a n d  fo re ig n  to u ris ts  
w e re  ab le  to  id en tify  its  q u a lity  lev e l, h o w e v e r  th e  re su lt in d ic a te d  th a t th e  q u a lity  o f  
co ra l r e e f  d o es  n o t h av e  m u ch  e ffe c t o n  o n e ’ร d e c is io n  m a k in g  w h e th e r  h e /sh e  w o u ld  be  
w illin g  to  ta k e  th e  g iv en  h y p o th e tic a l o n e -d ay  p a c k a g e  tour. T h e re fo re , th e  p e rcep tiv e  
id e a  m ay  n o t b e  im p o rta n t fo r  to u r is ts ’ d ec is io n  m ak in g . I t a lso  in d ic a te  th a t sh o w in g  
p h o to g ra p h s  in  c o n tin g e n t รณdy  n eed s  to  b e  d o n e  w ith  g re a t a tten tio n .

B o th  T hai an d  fo re ig n  to u ris ts  in d ica te  th e  a ttra c tiv e n ess  o f  P h u k e t as  its  b e a c h  
an d  scen e ry , w h ic h  sh o w s c le a rly  th a t  e n v iro n m e n t is ta k in g  a  s ig n if ic a n t ro le  to  
to u rism  industry . T h e re fo re , lo ca l p e o p le  sh o u ld  be  aw are  o f  th is  m a tte r  o f  fact. A s th e  
p u b lic  aw a re n ess  ra ise , it w ill lead  b e tte r  e n v iro n m e n ta l m an ag em en t, a n d  fin a lly  it w ill 
le ad  th e  su s ta in a b le  to u rism .
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