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The objective of this study is threefold. First, it investigates
phonetic characteristics and syllable structures of final particles in
the Khon Kaen dialect. Secondly, it studies usage of these final particles.
And thirdly, it studies the final particles that co-occur in a saitence.
The data in this study came from everyday speech. The results of the
study are as follows.

The study shows that seven pitch patterns occur on the final
particles in the Khon Kaen dialect low-level, mid-level, high-level,
low-rising, low-falling, mid-falling, and hight*elayed-falling. The
final particles in the Khon Kaen dialect are found to have twenty
possible syllable structures, seven of vhich differ from those of the other
types of words in the dialect.

The study investigates the occurrence of final particles in 6 types
of sentences affirmative informative sentences, negative informative
sentences, affirmative imperative sentences, negative imperative sentences,
affirmative interrogative sentences, and negative interrogative sentences.
The final particles may be divided into two main groups: those indicating
intention and those indicating status. The former may be subdivided into
12 groups.

The study shows that only a few final particles can co-occur in
a sentence, and their positions are fixed. Syntax is controlled by the
preceding words, while meaning ;is derived from the meaning of the particles
involved.
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