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This dissertation has two objectives. First, to find out the
factors contributing to the acquisition of power by rural community
leaders and how the leaders have utilized the factors to create power
for themselves. Second, to find out if there is any difference or
similarity in the factors contributing to the acquisition of power by
these leaders in the 3 types of rural communities.

The results of this research can be summarized as follows.
First, it is shown that public rankingtrainingknowledge), skills and
age are the factors contributing to the acquisition of power by these
rural community leaders. They have either used all, or selectively used
one, of the above factors in acquising power for themselves. Second,
these factors have been differently used by the leaders. Namely, the
traditional rural community leaders tend to have and use public ranking
less than the semi-urban rural community leaders; the traditional rural
community leaders tend to ha've less training than the semi-urban rural
community leaders; the traditional rural community leaders tend to have
and use the skills more than the semi-urban rural community leaders; and
lastly,the traditional rural community leaders are older thanthe leaders
of the transitional rural communities and of the semi-urban rural
communities,, whereas, these two latter groups aro almost of the same
age, therefore there is no real difference in this respect.
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