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MASUPA SRISUKONG ะ DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN THAI 
CIASSICAL MUSIC IN RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD. THESIS ADVISOR ะ ASSO'.PRCF. 
PAITOON SINLARAT, Ph'.D v, SUGREE CHAROENSOOK, D'.A. , 34 2 p p .

The aim  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t o  c o n d u c t  a  h i s t o r i c a l  s tu d y  o f  t h e  
v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t io n  in  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  i n  th e  R a tta n a k o s in  p e r i o d ,  and 
o f  th e  f a c t o r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m usic v o c a t io n a l  
e d u c a t io n .  F o r  t h i s  p u rp o s e ,  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  m ethod h a s  been  a d o p te d .

C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  can  be sum m arized a s
f o l lo w s  ะ

The s tu d y  o f  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  d u r in g  th e  R a tta n a k o s in  p e r io d  
c o u ld  b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  two p h a s e s .  In  t h e  f i r s t  p h a se  (1 7 8 2 -1 9 3 2 ) , c o u ld  be 
c a l l e d  a s  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  e d u c a t io n  i n  T h a i c l a s s i c a l  m u s ic , b e c a u se  i t  made 
u s e  o f  h om es, m o n a s te r ie s  and p a la c e s  and  t e a c h in g  p l a c e s .  The main p u rp o se  
o f  im p a r t in g  t h e  know ledge o f  th e  T hai m u sic  a t  t h a t  t im e  was to  e n a b le  
s t u d e n t s  t o  p e r fo rm  m usic  i n  v a r io u s  c e r e m o n ie s ,  accom pany w ith  p l a y s ,  e n t e r ­
t a i n  th e m s e lv e s ,  o r  j u s t  t o  en h an ce  th e  d i g n i t y  o f  th e  h ig h  s o c i e t y .  The 
e n r o l lm e n t  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  was c o n d u c te d  by m eans o f  a cerem ony o f  p a y in g  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r .  As a r e s u l t ,  e m p h a s is  was m a in ly  p la c e d  on th e  
p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  m u s ic a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  R e g a rd in g  th e  seco n d  p h a se  (193 3 -1 9 8 6 ) 
t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  T hai m usic  was made i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o v id e  a r t i s t s  o f  th e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  f o r  v a r io u s  u n i t s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, 
and  now t h e  T h a i c l a s s i c a l  m usic  i s  t a u g h t  i n  v a r io u s  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t e s .  
F o r e n r o l l m e n t ,  e n t r a n c e  e x a m in a t io n s  m ethod  h a s  been  a d o p te d .  The s y l l a b u s  
i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s  t o  p ro d u c e  a r t i s t s  o f  th e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m usic 
and  t o  p r o v id e  t e a c h e r s  o f  th e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  f o r  v a r io u s  e d u c a t io n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s - .

The m ain  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  th e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  
m u sic  i n  t h e  R a t ta n a k o s in  p e r io d  d ep en d ed  on th e  g e n e ro u s  s u p p o r t  r e n d e r e d  by 
th e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  The s tu d y  o f  t h e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  h as  
d e v e lo p e d  w i th  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
t h e  v a r i o u s  g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c ie s '.  The im p o r ta n t  p ro b lem  t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  
T hai c l a s s i c a l  m usic  i s  t o  im p a r t  m u s ic a l  know ledge v e r b a l l y  w ith o u t  w r i t t e n  
r e c o r d s  and  n o t  s e e k in g  in n o v a t io n s  t o  r e p l a c e  w hat h a s  been  l o s t ,  th u s  
c a u s in g  t h e  s tu d y  o f  th e  T hai m usic  n o t  t o  d e v e lo p  a s  i t  s h o u ld .

R e g a rd in g  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  T h a i m usic  i n  th e  f u t u r e ,  a r e s p o n s ib l e  
g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c y  h o u ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  c o o r d in a te  t h e  s tu d y  o f  th e  T hai 
c l a s s i c a l  m u sic  i n  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t e s  w here th e  T hai c l a s s i c a l  
m u sic  i s  t a u g h t .
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