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# # 5780502922 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY

KEYWORD: THERAVADA BUDDHISM, RELIGIOUS PLURALISM
Chalermwut Wijit : RELIGIOUS PLURALISM IN THERAVADA BUDDHISM. Advisor: Asst.
Prof. SARINYA ARUNKHAJORNSAK, Ph.D. Co-advisor: Prof. Emeritus SUWANNA
SATHAANAND, Ph.D.

In the past discussions on the Buddhist attitude towards other religions, most
scholars propose either the exclusivist or inclusivist views. This dissertation proposes that
Buddhism take a pluralist position with different qualifications, which can be categorized in
four dimensions, namely metaphysics, epistemology, the ultimate goal, and the path to the
ultimate goal. (1) Metaphysics, Buddhism insists that the ultimate truth is universal, with the
Buddha being only the discoverer, and he is omniscient in regards to the cessation of suffering.
Buddhism allows for the possibility that other religions can discover the ultimate truth, but it
does not accept the doctrine that all religions are equally true. (2) Epistemology, the doctrines
still have to be examined, including the Buddha’s teachings themselves. However, this
investigation must not begin with the claim that only Buddha’s teachings are true. Buddhism
proposes to examine the doctrines of all religions through the basic senses of humans. This
approach allows everyone to participate equally in investigating the religious truth and to
reach a conclusion. (3) The ultimate goal, Buddhism does not view all religions as having the
same ultimate goal. This implies that other religions may have different doctrines and paths. In
the Buddhist perspective, the ultimate goal is complete liberation from suffering. (4) The path
to the ultimate goal, Buddhism insists that The Noble Eightfold Path is the only path to
liberation, but The Noble Eightfold Path can indeed be expressed in many names and forms
depending on the social context and the wisdom of the Dharma listeners. In addition, there

are possibilities that this path exists in the doctrines of other religions.

Field of Study: Philosophy Student's Signature ........cooeovverricnnes
Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature ........ccooeveveercennn.

Co-advisor's Signature .......ccececeveeeee
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2008, pp. 31-32)
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1 “Subhadda, only in this Doctrine-and-discipline is the noble eightfold path to be
found.” (Vélez de Cea, 2013, p. 66)

Y “Only here is there a recluse, only here is there a second recluse, only here is there a
third recluse, only here is there a fourth recluse. The doctrines of others are devoid of recluses.”
(Vélez de Cea, 2013, p. 66)

¥ «Other contrary systems are empty of ascetics.” (Vélez de Cea, 2013, p. 66)
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