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# # 6280108524 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Japan's tourism policy, Abenomics, Linkage Politics Theory, the rise of China
Makamas Ladplee : Japan's tourism policy under Abenomics. Advisor: Assoc. Prof.

NATTHANAN KUNNAMAS, Ph.D.

This independent study aims to study tourism policy under Abenomics and analyze its
outcome by applying Linkage Politics Theory. In 2012 when Mr. Shinzo Abe became Prime Minister,
Japan had to experience the interrelated factors in both domestic and international
spheres, especially, the impact of the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami and the rise of China
respectively. China had utilized its economic power in negotiating the Senkaku Islands disputes with
Japan, imposing trade barriers and intervening in Japan's tourism. Therefore, Abe's Government
considered that despite China's importance in Japan's economic development, this action is perceived
as a threat to Japan. This became one of important factors in determining the tourism policy to

enhance Japan's tourism and to respond to the rise of China.

According to the study, in the Abe Administration, the tourism policy was highly prioritized
and included in the third arrow of Abenomics called Growth Strategy. Asa result of the
aforementioned factors, the Abe government introduced measures to support the expansion of new
markets in the Southeast Asia region. Moreover, these measures showed that Japan was interested in
this emerging market as it saw opportunities to distribute the risks and reduce its dependence on
China which would correspond to the aims to retaliate and block the rise of China implicitly. Although
the tourism policy of the Abe government became so successful that the number of foreigner tourists
continually soared, some measures resulted in the negative impact on the Japanese citizens and
transnational issues. Therefore, the Government of Japan was required to figure out the management

approaches to achieve the sustainable tourism.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .........ccccceeeieiernnns
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