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# # 6280072524: MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Porapat Taenthanyalak: Thailand's Economic Diplomacy Towards Africa: A Case
Study of The Establishment of The Royal Thai Embassy in Maputo, Mozambique
Advisor: Assoc. Prof. SUPAMIT PITIPAT, Ph.D.

The purpose of this study is to answer the following questions: (1) Why did
Thailand under the Yingluck Shinawatra government select Mozambique as a center for
launching proactive economic diplomacy in Africa and choose the opening of the Royal
Thai Embassy in Mozambique as a driving force to implement those policies?; (2) after the
political change in Thailand and the decision of the new government to change Thai policy
towards Africa from proactive economic diplomacy to cooperation for development and
public diplomacy, how has the Royal Thai Embassy in Mozambique adapted its strategies

to the new policy?

Using qualitative research method including interview, this study finds that the
Yingluck government’s decision to establish the embassy in Maputo as major part of its
proactive economic diplomacy towards Africa reflected its aim to support interests of
Thai businesses especially the jewelry sector, and to use the embassy in Maputo to manage
problems arising from illegal gemstone mining. After the government policy changed,
the embassy adjusted its strategies with creative public diplomacy and development
cooperation projects to increase visibility, soodwill, and better understanding between

peoples of the two countries.

The study concludes with policy suggestions for improving Thailand’s economic
diplomacy towards Africa: (1) the Ministry of Foreign Affairs together with other government
agencies responsible for foreign economic relations should devise realistic and actionable
strategies to implement proactive economic diplomacy in Africa with precise indicators to measure
the effectiveness and efficiency of the performance; (2) the ministry should encourage the
synergies between the public and private sectors in promoting opportunities for trade and
investment in Africa; (3) the government should realign development cooperation projects

in Africa to support proactive economic diplomacy’s objectives.

Field of Study: International Relations Student’s Signature .......cccovevevcrcenenee.

Academic Year: 2020 AdVisor’s Signature ........cccovevcreennee
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https://www.thaksinofficial.com/national-policies/acd-to-asian-bond/
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