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# # 6280106224 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Singapore, Developmental State, NICs, Meritocracy, Hybrid regime, Global value
chains
Monica Limtanakool : Factors attributing to Singapore's economic development: The
Developmental State Model explanation . Advisor: Assoc. Prof. NATTHANAN KUNNAMAS,
Ph.D.

This independent study analyzes the dynamic factors attributing to Singapore's economic
development under People's Action Party (PAP) and the successful results to overcome the
geopolitics challenges. Singapore faces many internal difficulties of limited geography and multiethnic
compositions. Externally, the neighbors' policies from Indonesia and Malaysia, Cold war, proxy wars in
the region from democracy and communism ideology conflicts, challenges in the world economy and
third industrial revolutions in the latter half of the twentieth century, had exerted tremendous
pressure on Singapore. Supporting the Developmental State model explains a unique context that
"state" enables Singapore to successfully achieve outstanding policy implementation with miracle
growth, equally spreading prosperity to citizens at all levels which makes the state gains legitimacy,
through imposing credible commitments and sanctions on the right culprits by restructuring the
bureaucratic system and industrial economic policies to enable and stimulating growth of the business
sector. These allow Singapore to elevate its status from a Third World country to become a newly

industrialized country (NIC) and a developmental state in just three decades.

From the additional study of microscopic factors, it demonstrates that Singapore under the
first Prime Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's administration, has achieved a miracle of success from his
vision of utilizing strategies coupled with an efficient unique approach, not only in foreign policies but
also "meritocracy" system to develop the bureaucracy and social from within. Implementing "hybrid
regime" typology to balance and emphasize efficiency for the country's survival with political strength
and stability. Periodically reviewing and modifying the policies based on current and
consequential challenges, leading the country out of the dire situation of war and several economic
crises with high recognition. Thus, this abstract should serve as an exemplary example for other

developing countries to replicate Singapore's developmental policies in a sustainable manner.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ......cocveveverncnenn.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .......coeveeereeennnes
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