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Abstract

This special research aims to study the problem and the solution of translating neologisms in
young adult novel Ship Breaker written by Paolo Bacigalupi. The objectives of this paper are to study
procedures of translation, to analyze translation problems, and to find the effective solutions of translating

those neologisms created by the author in order to create the equivalent target text.

The theories and the concepts of translation used in analyzing the problems are as follows:
discourse analysis which allows the researcher to acquire thorough understanding of the source text,
interpretive approach which helps the researcher to understand the content of the source text, the concepts
of English and Thai word formation which helps the researcher to know how new words both in English
and Thai are formed, and the concepts of young adult literature which is applied in the internal analysis of

the source text.

The concepts used in solving the problems are as follows: the concepts of name translating which
can be used to translate proper names, interpretive approach which helps the researcher to translate newly
coined lexical units, and sociolinguistics which helps the researcher to choose appropriate words in each

communicative situation.

The result of this research shows that in order to translate neologisms and create equivalent effect
of the target text of Ship Breaker, all theories and concepts mentioned above should be concurrently

applied.
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Auniiy They sped above the mossy broke-back structures of dead city, A whole

waterlogged world of optimism, torn down by the patient work of changing

nature.
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1.1 ¥IAINNLTY half ag man 1INWILIYNTN TARST
half (adj.) - exactly or 50% of an amount

man (n.) - a person, wither male or female.
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They had a whole bunch of half-man for guards. (‘H‘fﬁ 45)
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UIUNN 2
Even the half-man was there. The monster’s huge muscles form loomed over
the rest of the thugs, its doglike muzzle snarling and showing its teeth to scare back

the hungry people. (“ri“fh 70)
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“But you’re a half-man.”

“Half a man.” Tool looked at her. “And yet twice the size of you, Lucky Girl.”

(M1 210)
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Auniiy The half-man bared its fangs again and rumbled a warning.
The crowds that had been closing in on the train cars backed off.
(1 71)
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city (n.) - a large important town.

killer (n.) - a person, animal or thing that kills.

I o

AITeMAINIANHINBUDA city killer 910ANUHINBAINNILIYNSH AT Feiviane

Y
v Y

e MniugIvedsnasananurelusgauusunmsdeas



49

1.2 ﬁWﬂﬁWiJTi'iﬂﬁl%1ﬂ‘U§‘U°ﬂﬂWiéﬂﬁﬁ’S’uﬂ
waiinedeadiiifni city killer Us1ngog luuSunmsdoansoun iy
vSund 1
The storm looked worse than just a blow, maybe a city killer even, the way the
clouds swirled and scattered lightning across the wrecks offshore. (ﬁﬁ1 62)
vSundi 2
They used to drill out there, too, in the Gulf. Cut up the islands. It's why the city
killers are so bad. (Ti‘fh 199)
uiunii 3
“"No one expected Category Six hurricanes. They didn't have city killers then.

The climate changed. The weather shifted. They did not anticipate well." (% fh 204)
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éfmﬁu "If you went to school, you'd know it, too. Orleans city killers
are famous. Every dummy knows about them.” (1 g 199)
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4.2.2.2 anlszandszoniauen
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1. nailshed

Funoud 1 armnihladuntiy

L1 MANUHVIEAUNIUTIUNTUUDN nail AL shed ANWIUIUNTY llfg]}ﬁ\iﬁ'

Nail (n.) 1. a thin pointed piece of metal with a flat top, which you hit into a
surface with a hammer.
2. the hard smooth layers on the ends of your fingers and toes.

Nail (v.) 1. to fasten something to somthing else with nails.

Shed (n.) 1. a small building, often made of wood, used for storing things.
2. a large industrial building where work is done, large vehicles are
kept, machinery is stored.

Shed (v.) 1. to get rid of something that you no longer need or want.
2. to drop something or allow it to fall.

3. (For plant/animal) if a plant sheds its leaves or if an anmal sheds its

skin or hair, they fall off as part of nature process.

AIdenunnunueaIunanIynsy liamsaden11unu1eve98191 nailshed 11
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1.2 MIANUNNBINUTUNMTTOFITOU

N S SO 9 a A o &
UIHYIULTDIUNATI nailshed ﬂiWﬂQﬂgiUUiU‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ AU

a =
YIUNN 1
Moon Girl, the shade of brown rice, whose nailshed mother had died with the

last run of malaria and who worked light crew harder than anyone else because she’d
seen the alternative, her ears and lips and nose decorated with scavenged steel wire that
she’d driven through her flesh in the hope that no one would ever want her the way

they’d wanted her mother. (¥ 1 9)
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uuni 2

Nailshed girls were with them, laughing and teasing them, twining slender arms
around the men’s waists, urging them to drink and spend. (¥ i 49)
u3unii 3

His hand was in the gambling dens and the nailsheds and a dozen other
businesses, and the money just rolled in, turning into gold nuggets that he hung
glittering from the tips of his dreadlocks or else drove through his ears in thick

gleaming rings. (1t 70)
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Auniiy His hand was in the gambling dens and the nailsheds and a
dozen other businesses, and the money just rolled in, turning into
gold nuggets that he hung glittering from the tips of his dreadlocks or
else drove through his ears in thick gleaming rings. (WLS!)”I 70)
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Auniiy Nailshed girls were with them, laughing and teasing them,
twining slender arms around the men’s waists, urging them to drink and

spend. (¥ n 49)
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2. crystal slide
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1.1 MIANUHVIEAUNIUTUNTUUDN Crystal LA slide ANIUIUNTY llig])ﬁﬁﬁ

crystal (n.) - very high quality clear glass
slide (v.) - to move smoothly over a surface while continuing to touch it.
slide (n.) - a large structure with steps leading to the top of a long sloping surface

that children can slide down.
- a decrease in prices, amounts.

- a situation in which something is gradually get worst.
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Now he smuggled everything from antibiotics to crystal slide into Bright

Sands Beach. (‘H‘fh 70)
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VIUNN 2
The man sharp-eyed and laughing and ready for the day -- but also jittery,
the way he was when he didn't have his crystal slide or a handful of red rippers.

(Wvh 76)

a =
UIUNN 3
For a moment Nailer worried that his father was carrying a grudge, but for once

the man wasn't sliding high. He seemed almost rational. (1 ﬁ”l 72)
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Auniiy Now he smuggled everything from antibiotics to crystal

slide into Bright Sands Beach. (‘Vifﬁ 70)
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harvester
WIUIYNTU Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 1#1%AunIe harvester
Y
1491 harvester (n.) - someone who gather crops.
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“She could sell off a kidney. Maybe tap out a couple pints of

blood for the harvesters. They’re always buying.” (Wfﬁ 49)
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“Richard Lopez thought your clean blood and clear eyes and

strong heart would fetch an excellent price from the harvesters. You

wish I had stayed loyal to that?” (‘Hfh 196)
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Auniy “Richard Lopez thought your clean blood and clear eyes and
strong heart would fetch an excellent price from the harvesters. You
wish I had stayed loyal to that?” (‘Hfh 196)
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1. swank

WIUIYNTU Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English HEAAIAUNNIGVDIATI

4

swank 13 fatl
swank (v.) 1. to speak or behave in a way that shows you think you are better than
other people.
swank (n.) 2. proud confident behavior that shows you think you are better than
other people.
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"So? If you swanks left a lot behind, it would be worth it."
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Swank were different. They came from a different place, lived
different lives, wrecked whole clipper ships just so one girl could

survive.
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Sometimes Nita seemed okay. Other times she was just swank.

Smug and rich and soft.” (‘Vifﬁ 199)
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21 swank girl

Does it worry the swank girl to run across a creature like me,

running free?" (‘Vifﬁ 212)
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2. scavenge
WIUIYNTU Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English HEAAIANUNNIGVDIATI
P dy
scavengell’;lmu
scavenge (v.) 1. If an animal scavenges, it eats anything that it can find.
2. if someone scavenges, they search through things that other people do

not want, for food or useful objects.
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YIUNN 1 HAINWIYAIY ﬂuwggamuamaimwmu"lﬂ scavenge
Pima and Nailer went scavenging for food, collecting green

coconuts that had fallen, before turning to the pools and tides.
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"You ever wonder if there's any good scavenge down

there?" Nailer asked.
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"No. You're wrong, Nailer. That's not a clipper ship at all."

Suddenly she dashed past him, sprinting for the ship. “That’s

scavenge!”
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THE STORM RAGED for two nights,
trashing the coastline, tearing away anything that
wasn’t tied down. Pima and Nailer huddled through it,
watching the roar and rain and holding close as their

lips turned purple and their skins pimpled with cold.
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On the third day, in the morning, the skies
suddenly cleared. Nailer and Pima forced their stiff
limbs to move and stumbled down to the beach, joining
a ragged assemblage of other survivors who were

streaming toward the sands.
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They broke through the last of the trees and

Nailer stopped, dumbstruck.
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The beach was empty. Not a sign of human
habitation. Out in the blue water, the shadows of the
tankers still loomed, randomly scattered like toys, but
nothing else remained. The soot was gone, the oil in the
waters, everything shone brightly under the blaze of

morning tropic sun.
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“It’s so blue,” Pima murmured. “I don’t think

I’ve ever seen the water so blue.”

Nailer couldn’t speak. The beach was cleaner

than he’d ever seen in his life.
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“You’re alive, huh?”

Moon Girl, grinning at them. Covered with
mud from whatever bolt-hole she’d found, but alive
nonetheless. Behind her, Pearly and his parents
were coming onto the beach, shocked expressions

on their faces as they tried to register the changes.
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"All in one piece." Pima searched down the

beach. "You see my mom?"

Moon Girl shook her head, her
piercings glinting in the sun. "She might be over
there." She waved vaguely toward the train yard.
"Lucky Strike's giving out food to anyone who
wants it. Credit for everyone until the ship

breaking starts again."
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"He saved food?"

"Couple rail cars full."

Pima tugged Nailer. "Come on."

A crowd of people were gathered around
the scavenge train, all of them waiting for Lucky
Strike to dole out supplies. Pima and Nailer scanned

the faces, but there was no sign of Sadna.
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Lucky Strike was laughing and saying,
"No worries! We got enough for everyone! No
one's starving while we wait for old Lawson &

Carlson to come back from MissMet. The rust buyers
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might be hiding from hurricanes, but Lucky Strike's

taking care of everyone."
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Lucky Strike was grinning, his long black
dreadlocks tied back, but Nailer knew he was also
telling people there wouldn't be any rioting for food.
And if there was anyone people would obey, it was

Lucky Strike.
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Lucky Strike had been collecting real power
ever since his first bit of luck freed him from heavy
crew. Now he smuggled everything from antibiotics

to crystal slide into Bright Sands Beach. He had

deals worked with the boss men to do whatever he
liked. His hand was in the gambling dens and the
nailsheds and a dozen other businesses, and the money
just rolled in, turning into gold nuggets that he hung
glittering from the tips of his dreadlocks or else drove
through his ears in thick gleaming rings. The man

dripped wealth.
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"Keep back!" Lucky Strike shouted. "Keep
on back!" He was smiling and looked confident, but
he had a line of hired goons standing behind him to

back up his authority.
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Nailer scanned the arrayed thugs, recognizing
some of the killers that his father ran with. It seemed
like Lucky Strike had collected the best of the worst

for his protection. Even the half-man was there. The
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monster’s huge muscles form loomed over the rest of
the thugs, its doglike muzzle snarling and showing its

teeth to scare back the hungry people.
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Pima caught the direction of Nailer’s gaze.
“That’s the one my mom's heavy crew used to pull
sheet iron. Said he could lift four times what a man

could."

"What's it doing up there?"

"Must have figured out that working muscle

for Lucky Strike pays better than heavy crew."

a < ¢ & <
ﬂmmuﬁwmmmmmam “ﬂuuumm‘ﬂu
= 1 < 9 (Y] Y 1 9
ﬂ551]ﬂiﬁuﬂﬂ\ulwul‘ﬁﬂﬂiﬁu?\lﬂu ”J”Iﬂ‘l!’J”IL"IJ"IEJﬂ"IJ'EN]lﬂ

Aimaosaunalauuzy”
Y o o A
“ydnfuaniey lsnn”

“panneenusshnuliieyyrauy uda

A ' I o 1A
'lﬁjmuwazmmamﬂuﬂimﬂﬁmﬂum”

[

- faveula working muscle #1694 M3ONMHIAT

v
A Yaw K

Y dg‘ d! 1" Y o a d'i d'
NATNLUD “]Nllllﬁ]”lﬂﬂﬂi‘].l%ﬂ”liﬁ@ﬁﬁ‘lu%u WIYI

G

mJammwmﬂﬂamsﬁmm”lé”h “@BNLIININIU

The half-man bared its fangs again and
rumbled a warning. The crowds that had been

closing in on the train cars backed off.
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Lucky Strike laughed. "Well, at least you all
listen to my killer dog, huh? That's right. Everybody
step back. Or my friend Tool here will teach you a

lesson in manners. [ mean it, everyone, give us some
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space. If Tool doesn't like you, he'll eat you raw."

The crowd mumbled discontent, but they

gave way under Tool's gaze.
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"Pimal!"

Nailer and Pima turned at the shout. It was
Sadna, hurring toward them, Nailer's father in tow.

Sadna swept up to hug Pima.
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Nailer's father halted a step behind. He
inclined his head. "Guess you saved my ass, Lucky

Boy.

Nailer nodded carefully. "Guess so."
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Suddenly his father laughed and grabbed
him. "Damn, boy! You're not going to hug your old
man?" It hurt Nailer's stitches and Nailer winced in
the man's grip, but he didn't fight the embrance. His
dad said, “I woke up in the middle of that damn
storm and had no idea what the hell was going on.

Almost killed Sadna before she explained things."
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Nailer glanced worriedly at Pima's mother,

but Sadna just shrugged. "We worked it out."

"Damn right." His dad grinned and

touched his jaw. "She hits like sledgehammer."
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For a moment Nailer worried that his father
was carrying a grudge, but for once the man wasn't

sliding high. He seemed almost rational. As clean as the
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beach. Already, he was craning his neck--to-see how

food was being distributed.
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"Tool's up there?" He laughed and clapped
Nailer on the shoulder. "If Lucky Strike'll hire that
dog, damn sure he'll take me. We'll eat good
tonight." He began shoving through the crowd
toward Lucky Strike's guard detail. He didn't look

back at Sadna or Nailer or Pima at all.
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Nailer breathed a sigh of relief. No hard

feelings, then.
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The inventory of the beach and the ship
breakers continued. Rumor had it that they'd missed
the heart of the storm. It had passed to their east, up
Orleans Alley, roaring through the old city ruins and
then tearing farther north into the sea wreckage of

Orleans II. Damage all the way up through the guts
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of the place, people said.

Which meant that they'd been lucky at Bright

Sands, and missed being flattened.
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Even with a glancing blow from the storm,
the damage to Bright Sands Beach was immense.
They found bodies everywhere, tangled in kudzu
vines of the jungle, stuck in the trees high up, floating
out in the surf. Lucky Strike organized scavenge parties
to take care of the dead, burning them or burying
them according to their rituals, and making the place

safe from disease. Names rolled in.
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Bapi had gone missing, either torn apart
in the storm or drowned, but gone nonetheless. No
one knew if Sloth was alive or dead. Tick-tock and
his entire family were found, no sign of damage on

them, but all of them dead anyway.
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All the scrap and rust buyers who contracted
with Lawson & Carlson had fled inland to wait out
the storm. With no companies like GE buying scrap
for their manufacturing to operations, or shipping

companies like Patel Global Transit looking to buy

scavenge to sell overseas, the ship-breaking yards
were idle. The accountants and assayers and
corporate guards who weighed and purchased the
raw materials that came off the wrecks had left, and
with no one around to buy their product, the ship
breakers used their days cutting and renewing their
shacks, scavenging the jungle, and fishing for food in
the ocean. Until things got organized, people were on

their own.
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Pima and Nailer went scavenging for food,
collecting green coconuts that had fallen, before
turning to the pools and tides. Out in the distance, the

outcrop point of an island was visible.

~ ¢ & <
‘th']LLag!ua!a@i@@ﬂﬁ']@“’rﬁ MADUNUYN
v ' A Y ' o Al
UENINMIDDUNUAUIINAU ﬂ@u‘ﬂgw']ﬂuulﬂﬂ Ulﬂa

oon llisingammvesveamz Iy

- pools and tides 130 pool tides 130 tide pool VITREGE
o 1 1T A 1 YA v <3 1 [
Tumwlneldd1i uesriu uadisemunmnulan
1A 1 [~ 4 v
ey forue lumunmanugauauysaivesda’
3‘ Y :/‘ 2 o & a A a
1 daiudeindusessaieaTuieanuug

ATEVICEY,

v

1 a 3 A AA g @ 1 ' v d a a o =
RGN ﬁﬁ] LLE]WHIJIGUQWHTU\IL!W]ZLQGUQBQ WuimasswvesdaIngavaInvaiosiia HASNANNYANTNUYTUNNFININ




70

- u1la scavenging 91 ¥10115 N1zINUUa Mves
I a Y o [
nraNurneny lUnnduntiu sz scavenge
FNSVAUDUMIANT IOV AD N1THIDINIT HI0AIUDI

111 Ty ldanurngm iz vInneIves

There's crabs out that way," Pima said.
"Yeah? Should we go that far?”

Pima shrugged. "Better scavenge without

competition, right?" She indicated the silent ships. "It's

not like anyone's going to miss us."
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They took a hemp sack and a bucket and
went seeking, working their way across the sand, out
along the spit that led to the island. All around, the
ocean was a glittering mirror. Breakers rolled up to the
shore, white as a baby’s teeth. The black hulks of the
broken ships stood out in the sun, looming monuments

to a world that had fallen apart.
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Far out on the horizon, a clipper ship skated
the ocean, its high sail unfurled. Nailer paused in his
collections and watched as it carved across the blue

water. So close, and yet so far.

"You going to keep daydreaming there?"

Pima asked.
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“Sorry." Nailer bent and ran his hand
through another tide pool, wincing a little at the
movement but still feeling better than he had in days.
His bruises were almost all faded, even if his arm was
still in a sling and even if there was an annoying burn
of soreness in his shoulder. They continued out along
the promontory. In places they could look down

through clear waters and see where old houses had
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"If they were so rich," Nailer asked, "why did

they build where they were going to get drowned?"

"Hell if I know. Even rich people are stupid,
I guess." Pima pointed out, deeper into the bay. "Not

as stupid as the ones who made the Teeth though."
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The waters over the Teeth were calm, a light
breeze rippling across them. A few black struts and
chunks of construction protruded up through the
waves. Beneath the surface, tall brick and steel
buildings lurked, their crumbling structures hidden
by the water. The people who had built the Teeth had
misjudged the sea rise quite a lot. The only time any
of their buildings showed was at low tide. The rest

of the time, the city ruins were entirely hidden.

v
a o A

4 Y
Anhmtlonu@enivasntou aeausoun
Y
wia Tyoru e Iddamnuudu 1 lvaveseias

a

1 19 A A ya cyd ' Y
U9aIU THANURIAAY 1@W3u1u@1ﬂ13q\‘1ﬂ@ﬂ’389§
uazianINNEI DY A0 IRINaegn

J R A 9 22 a
ﬂ’imlﬁu1ﬂﬂﬂil’l’] AUNATIUAVEIT U521
o g‘ d? a o 1 =S A=
izﬂuummamuqqmllﬂnuﬂ FINIAUAYINAN
1 ua.: 19 A 09/ A 1 ti' oy 1 1
miaiug Inanurinesanantias dauluyg

A [T A a q Y
L’JﬁTE]uG]ﬂﬂ‘iJiﬂ‘ﬁﬂW\‘]"’llﬂﬂlﬂ@ﬂ%%ﬂhﬂﬂ@giﬂﬂ1ﬂ1ﬁ




73

"You ever wonder if there's any good

scavenge down there?" Nailer asked.

"Not really. People had plenty of time to

strip the easy stuff.”
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"Yeah, but still, there must be some iron and
steel we could recover. Stuff that wasn't so scarce when

they gave up."

“No one's going after rusty steel when we've got

all these ships to gut."

"Yeah, I guess so." Still, it galled him to

think of what wealth might lie beneath the waves.
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They waded around the rich people's ruins
and continued across the spit, aiming for the green
tuft of the island. The last bit of distance was a wide
sand plain, revealed in low tide, and made easy

walking.
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They reached the island and climbed up
through trees and kudzu vines and bushes, making
good time, even with Nailer's bad shoulder. They
crested the island. The wide blue ocean came into
view. It was almost as if they were out in the middle
of the ocean now, so far off shore. With the wind
coming off the water, Nailer could pretend he was
actually on a deep-sea vessel, speeding toward the
horizon. He stared out to the curve of the earth, to

the side of the world.
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"Wish you were here," Pima murmured.

"Yeah."

This was as close as he would ever come to
the deep ocean. If he thought about it too much, it
hurt. Some people were born lucky and sailed on

clipper ships.

And then there were beach rats like him and

Pima.
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Nailer tore his eyes from the horizon and
scanned the bay. In the deep water, the shadows of the
Teeth undulated. Sometimes ships caught on the Teeth
if they weren't familiar with the local coast. He'd seen
a fisher hang up and sink on the old struts when it had
run itself into the whole mass of towers and then
been unable to win free. Some of the ship breakers
had gone down, swimming for the scavenge.

Depending on tide levels, the Teeth had real bite.
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"Come on," Pima said. "We don't want to

get caught out here by the tide."

Nailer followed, working his way
downslope, letting Pima help him over the rough

sections.
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"Your dad get drunk yet?" Pima asked

suddenly.

Nailer thought back on the morning and his

father's good mood. The man sharp-eyed and laughing
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and ready for the day -- but also jittery, the way
he was when he didn't have his crystal slide or a

handful of red rippers.
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"He should be good for a while yet. Lucky

Strike won't let him crack heads unless he's clean.

Probably won't start until tonight."

"I don't know why you saved his ass," Pima

said. "All he does is hit you."
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Nailer shrugged. The island's undergrowth
was surprisingly thick, and he had to push it aside
to keep it from whipping him in the face as he
forced through. "He didn't used to. He used to be
different. Before all the drugs and before my mom

died."

"He wasn't that great before. He's just

worse now."
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Nailer grimaced. "Yeah, well..." He
shrugged, stymied by conflicted emotions. "I
probably wouldn't have made it out of the oil room if
it weren't for him. He's the one who taught me to
swim. You think I don't owe him something for
that?"

"Depends how many times a day he cracks
your head." Pima made a face. "You give him

enough chances, he's going to kill you."
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Nailer didn't respond. If he thought about it
too much, he didn't know why he'd saved his father,
either. It wasn't like Richard Lopez made his life any
easier. Probably it was because people said family
was important. Pearly said it. Pima's mom said it.
Everyone said it. And Richard Lopez, whatever else

he was, was the only family Nailer had left.
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Still, Nailer couldn't help wishing that he'd
ended up with Sadna and Pima, and not Richard

Lopez. He wondered what it would be like to live in
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their shack all the time, and not just when his father
was sliding high. To know that he wouldn't have to
leave after a day or two and return to his father's
place. To live with people you could count on to

protect your back.
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The undergrowth opened. They stepped out
amongst the tide pools and jagged rocks of the island's
tip. Granite intrusions poked above the water and
formed a sort of break water that defended the
island from some of the worst of the new storms.
Pima started scooping up storm stunned
croakers and small redfish, throwing them into her

bucket.
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"There's a lot of fish. More than I thought."

Nailer didn't answer. He stared at the
rocks beyond. Between them, something reflected

like glass, glinting and white.
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"Hey, Pima." He tugged her shoulder. "Look
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at that."

Pima straightened. "What the hell?"

"That's a clipper ship, isn't it?" He
swallowed, took a step forward. Stopped. Was it
a mirage? He kept expecting it to evaporate. The
white boards and fluttering silk and canvas

remained. "It is. It has to be. It's a clipper."
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Pima laughed softly behind him. "No.
You're wrong, Nailer. That's not a clipper ship at
all." Suddenly she dashed past him, sprinting for the

ship. “That’s scavenge!”
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Her laughter floated back to him on the
wind, teasing him. Nailer shook himself from his
stupor and dashed after her. A whoop of joy

escaped his lips as he ran across the sand.
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Ahead, the gull-white hull of the wreck

gleamed in the sunlight, beckoning.
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THE PROBLEM WITH a clever escape was that it

helped to have planned for it.

In their rush to slip away, they’d left with few
supplies, and riding in gaps between train cars meant it
was impossible to scavenge for food. Within hours,
Nailer was starving. He thought longingly of the dinner

he’d had the night before.
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He would have thought that by sitting still they
would have hardly needed to eat. After all, it wasn’t
like working light crew. But his body was already
whittled by a lack of food from his time of fever and
now his belly pressed against his backbone. There was
nothing to do about the problem, so he gritted his teeth
and felt his belly grind on emptiness and promised
himself he would scavenge a feast when they arrived in

the drowned city.
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The train, in addition to the access ladders to
the roofs, had tiny service platforms between the cars,
but these were hardly more than steel planks two feet
wide, suitable for standing and working, but terrible for
hours of riding. Early on, Tool made his way down the
length of the train, hunting for open bays in the train
cars, but he was unable to crack any of the sealed
compartments and so they huddled in the train gaps

with the ground blurring beneath them and the wind
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whipping all around. It was awful, and yet still better
than the hot roofs of the train with no protection at all

from the blaze of the sun.
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Sleeping on the brink of the wheels was nearly
impossible. They pinned themselves between the
ladders, perched precariously above the blurred ground
and slept in nodding shifts that broke off at abrupt
moments when the train jerked forward or slammed to a
slower speed. All of the train's braking and acceleration
came in jerks and shuddering decelerations that
threatened to throw them off their perches. After Nailer
and Nita were nearly thrown down into the train gap,
they rode with their arms threaded through the ladders.
Another time, as the train slammed itself to a slower
speed, Tool almost crushed them, his whole bulk
smashing them against metal and leaving Nailer's head

ringing.
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But all of those discomforts were nothing

against their lack of water. The few bottles they carried

v v
uanvenauInearuaiien 1l daeny

~ 1o A d A a2 o A o
msnwanm ludiay 1 lufvenieauauiinadin




83

in their pack were quickly drunk and by the second day
all of them were parched and hollow in the heat and
humidity. There was nothing to do but watch the
landscape rush past and hope that the train would reach
its destination soon. Sometimes huge lakes spooled
past. They debated jumping from the speeding train into
the cool inviting water, but Tool shook his head and
said that they would never catch a train again at this
speed, and unless they wanted to spend days walking,

they must suffer instead.
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Nailer resented the idea, even though he didn't
want to ever try to jump a train again and knew that the
huge creature was correct. So while they killed time

and watched the landscape roll past, they talked.
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"Who are the people who are after you?"
Nailer asked Nita. "Why are you so important?"

"It's Nathaniel Pyce business-marriage uncle."
She hesitated, then said, "He and his people want me

for leverage."
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Nailer frowned, confused. Nita saw his lack of
comprehension. "My father learned about some of his
dealings. Pyce was misusing the family's corporate
resources. Now Pyce wants to use me to keep my father
from making trouble. I'm the best way to put pressure

on him."
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"Pressure?"

"Pyce wants my father to allow something he
disagrees with. If Pyce controls me, my father has to
acquiesce. Pyce stands to make billions, and not in
dollars. Chinese red cash. Billions." Her dark eyes
bored into him. "That's more money than your ship-
breaking yards will make in their entire lifetime. It's

enough to build a thousand clippers."
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"And your dad's against that?"

"It's tar sands development and refining. A
way to make burnable fuel, a crude oil replacement.

The valuation has gone up, because of carbon
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production limits. Pyce has been refining tar sands in
our northern holdings and secretly using Patel clippers

to ship it over the pole to China."
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"Sounds like a Lucky Strike to me," Nailer
said. "Like falling into a pool of oil and already having
a buyer set up. Shouldn't your dad just take a cut and let
this Pyce run with it?" Nita stared at him in shock. She
opened her mouth. Closed it, then opened it again.

Closed it, clearly flummoxed.
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"It's black market fuel,”" Tool rumbled.
"Banned by convention, if not in fact. The only thing
that would be more profitable is shipping half-men, but
that of course is legal. And this isn't at all. Is it, Lucky

@?"
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Nita nodded unwillingly. "Pyce is avoiding
carbon taxation because of territory disputes in the
Arctic, and then when it goes to China, it's easy to sell
it untraceably. It's risky, and it's illegal, and my father
found out about it. He was going to force Pyce out of

the family, but Pyce moved against him first."

a v o 1 =\ n Y a'd' =
uazmaniasuegude 1 1d “gelndidosni
o A @ Y a d A A
M3 VoUW oamMsTaudeauuau lutauesnan e
g’ Y] 2K A A a 9 ] 1
i ldadiesdunzueld Iasdie Tuamunsoauses

Y o A a 1 ¥ A 9y 1 o w
llﬂ NUIFGILQASHANH Y LLﬁ%WfJul‘]JELi@QLGIH NONINIL

)

v o

tnfaiugelndeonainaseunsavest uage Inddag

Q

A = v
ualaenan”

"Billions in Chinese red cash," Nailer said.

"It's worth, that much?"

She nodded.

"Your father's crazy, then. He should've done

the business."
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Nita looked at him with disgust. "Don't we
already have enough drowned cities? Enough people
dying from drought? My family is a clean company.
Just because a market exists doesn't mean we have to

serve it."
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Nailer laughed. "You trying to tell me you
blood buyers got some kind of clean conscience? Like
making some petrol is different than buying our blood

and rust out on the wrecks for your recycling?"
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"It's all money in the end. And you're worth a
lot more of it than I thought." He looked at her
speculatively. "Good thing you didn't tell me this before
I burned the boat with my dad." He shook his head. "I
might have let him sell you after all. Your uncle Pyce

would have paid a fortune."
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Nita smiled uncertainly. "You're serious?"

Nailer wasn't sure how he was feeling. "It's a
lot of damn money," he said. "The only reason you
think you've got morals is because you don't need

money the way regular people do." He forced down a
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feeling of despair over a choice that was made and

couldn't be gone back on.
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You want to be like Sloth? he asked himself.

Do anything just to make a little more cash?

I~ A < A o o
pe NI UTADF1TE 12\7 IDIUAUBDY MNN

[l A I Y a A v A dou A
6EJ”NLW@iTillﬂNuLWJJﬁﬂuﬂﬂENﬂ

A

1 d” a d Yaou K Yo v
- IUULTANIANUAAVDIUUALADT Ej?%ﬂ%ﬂi%@ﬂyiﬁﬁ

v W

= A 1 1 A J
weunagaluaIuNuaaes NANUAIDN

Sloth had been both a traitor and a fool, but
Nailer couldn't help thinking the Fates had handed him

the biggest Lucky Strike in the world and he'd thrown it

away. "So how'd you end up in the storm, if you're so

valuable?"
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"My father sent me south, to keep me out of
reach if there was violence. No one was supposed to
know where I was." Her eyes got a faraway look. "We
didn't know they were coming. We didn't suspect --- "

She corrected herself. "Captain Arensman said we

“wodanuln lognald winfiez lsguuss

Y 1

a d? [ 9 [} = Y d‘
mevuiuz lddasade lulilasaisinaueghn lnu»

F4
aeavestiazued Inasen 1 «s51lidImantiuain

Ao ldasdeme” iIsoundmavesdes “nlaus sy

Y v

Y] [ 9 ~ (78 Iy
aiuuenIusdoant w13 aunluginndldedls v

U




&9

needed to run. He knew. I don't know how. Maybe he
was one of them and changed his mind. Maybe he had a
feel for the Fates." She shook her head. "I don't know.
I'll never know now. But I didn't believe him, and so I
delayed. And our people died because I didn't believe |
was at risk." Her face hardened. "We barely got out of
port, and even then they were after us, chasing us all

day and all night.
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"When the storm came, we didn't have any
choice. It was either try to run the storm, or surrender.

Captain Arensman gave me the choice."

"You couldn't make a deal?" Nailer asked.
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"Not with Pyce. That man doesn't negotiate
when he's already won. So I told Arensman to head into
the storm. I don't know why he agreed. The sea was
already high." She made a motion with her hands.
"Waves coming, over the decks, almost impossible to
walk, and no clear winds, just a storm howl, all around

us, tearing us to pieces. I was sure I was going to die,
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but if we surrendered to Pyce it would have been the

same."
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She shrugged. "So we turned into the storm
and the waves kept coming and our sails snapped and
we lost our masts and the waves came in through the
windows." She took a shuddering breath. "But Pyce's

people turned back."
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"You risked everything," Tool rumbled.

"I'm a chess piece. A pawn," she said. "I can
be sacrificed, but I cannot be captured. To be captured
would be the end of the game." She stared out at the
greenery. "[ have to escape, or die, because if I'm
captured they will have my father, and they will make

him do terrible things."
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"If your father wishes to sacrifice himself for

you," Tool said, "perhaps he knows best."

"You wouldn't understand."
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"I understand that you sacrificed an entire

crew to a storm."
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Nita stared at him, then looked away. "If there

had been another choice, I would have taken it."

"You have loyal people, then."
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"Not like you." She said it with surprising
venom. Tool blinked once, slowly, yellow eyes bright.
"You wish that [ was a good dog-man? That I had kept
allegiance to Nailer's father, maybe?" He blinked again.
"You wish that [ was a good beast like the ones on your
clipper ships?" He smiled slightly, showing sharp teeth.
"Richard Lopez thought your clean blood and clear
eyes and strong heart would fetch an excellent price
from the harvesters. You wish I had stayed loyal to

that?"

Y
“limiowsonsen” daz 14 dndewuaaininy
] v a =& u’a’ v A Y
luweleedaszrain yansensuaiiniiediuyosdn
v ¢ A A 3 £ v 9 Yo &
tagieum@mranavouvn lyudy “sonalvnuily
o A o oA = 1 qu[ a o Y v v A 1
qrivFadnsNuaUARENIUT AUADINTNANARD DY
4 ' qg.: v a = qg.:
wamosaaoa lod1aiuly vy mnseniumdnass
Yo I o d = A 9 A
“509e1n IMRuwiludaduaufmieauningniiodveuson
[l A < v a Iy s 9 Y
pguUTo lUANMTIgIIUAUL” Yaduantioy we v
{ a a J a
Hunaunsy “Snsa Tawls Aadudeadaveuse a1las
o g
YBUFD 1Az IINUVUITIVOUTDILITENTIAIFIDINNIN

v 9 Y 9 Yo A o o A dyﬂl
W’E]ﬂTE)’JEI’J%Ulﬂ L‘ﬁ’e]’e]Eﬂﬂﬁl‘ﬁ'ﬂu%@ﬁﬁ&laluliﬂﬂuﬂi]&lul‘ﬁuﬁg”

A4 = AA o

- dog-man @903 AUNYOTAY
o A o Y Ao R
FUIFDAATADLVTIVDI HIVYD

9
'
A

Y A o A
BDIVIUYHUDUNUN

ala Taemsuila

v

anuriwe 140 “qiivdodnd”

- harvester MUNWIUIYNTU Longman Dictionary of

. s A '
Contemporary English H11804 AWNUNEINTNA LA

v Y
YA A

] E4
Tunntieneeil harvester iNeDY “ANSTUF00 T2
s A o U Y v @

yoauywd o1 lignarenaumulinve oz ves
o A Y o d‘ Ya v K 1

aned vionelinuaudus §I3e3lain harvester
1 "9 Y I ax =

1 vieModeay Tealluismsulalasnisaniuain

a A A ¢
vsunluuiteesoatimiiu




92

Nita gave Tool a dirty look, but her knuckles
were pale as she clenched her fists. "Don't try to scare

me.

Tool's teeth showed bright and sharp. "If I
wished to scare a spoiled rich protected creature, I

would not have to try very hard."
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Nailer interrupted. "Cut it out, you two." He

touched Tool's shoulder. "We're glad you came with us.

We owe you."

"I didn't do it for your debt," Tool said. "I did
it for Sadna." He looked at Nita. "That woman is worth
ten times whatever your wealthy father is worth. A
thousand times what you are, whatever your enemies

may foolishly think."
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"Don't tell me about worth," Nita said. "My

father commands fleets."

"The wealthy measure everything with the
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weight of their money." Tool leaned close. "Sadna once
risked herself and the rest of her crew to help me escape
from an oil fire. She did not have to return, and she did
not have to help lift an iron girder that I could not lift
alone. Others urged her not to. It was foolhardy. And I,
after all, was only half of a man." Tool regarded Nita
steadily. "Your father commands fleets. And thousands
of half-men, I am sure. But would he risk himself to

save a single one?"
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Nita scowled at him, but she didn't reply.
Silence stretched between them. Eventually everyone
settled down to sleep as well as they could in the creak

and jolt of the train.
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The great drowned city of New Orleans didn't
come all at once, it came in portions: the sagging backs
of shacks ripped open by banyan trees and cypress.
Crumbling edges of concrete and brick undermined by
sinkholes. Kudzu-swamped clusters of old abandoned

buildings shadowed under the loom of swamp trees.
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The train rose into the air, rail pilings lifting it
over the swamps below. They passed over cool green
pools full of algae and lily pads, the white flash of
egrets and the whir of flies and mosquitoes. The entire
elevated track system was reinforced against the city
killer storms that rolled into the coast with such
astonishing regularity, but it was the only evidence that
any people successfully inhabited the jungle

swamplands now.
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They sped above the mossy broke-back
structures of a dead city. A whole waterlogged world of
optimism, torn down by the patient work of changing
nature. Nailer wondered at the people who had
inhabited those collapsing buildings. Wondered where
they had gone. Their buildings were huge, larger than
anything in his experience at the ship-breaking yards.
The good ones were built with glass and concrete and
they'd died just the same as the bad ones that seemed to

have simply melted in on themselves, leaving rotting
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timbers and boards that were warped and molded and

sagging.
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"Is this it?" Nailer asked. "Is this the
Orleans?"

Nita shook her head. "These were just towns
outside the city. Support suburbs. They're everywhere.
Stuff like this goes for miles. From when everyone had

cars."
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"Everyone?" Nailer tested the theory. It
seemed unlikely. How could so many people be so
rich? It was as absurd as everyone owning clipper
ships. "How could they do that? There's no roads."

"They're there." She pointed. "Look."
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And indeed, if Nailer scrutinized the jungle
carefully, he could make out the boulevards that had
been, before trees punctured their medians and
encroached. Now, the roads were more like flat fern
and moss-choked paths. You had to imagine none of
the trees sprouting up in the center, but there were

there.
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"Where'd they get the petrol?" he asked.

"They got it from everywhere." Nita laughed;
"From the far side of the world. From the bottom of the
sea." She waved at the drowned ruins, and a flash of
ocean. "They used to drill out there, too, in the Gulf.
Cut up the islands. It's why the city killers are so bad.
There used to be barrier islands, but they cut them up

for their gas drilling."
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"Yeah?" Nailer challenged. "How do you
know?" Nita laughed again. "If you went to school,
you'd know it, too. Orleans city killers are famous.
Every dummy knows about them." She stopped short.

"I mean..."

Nailer wanted to hit her smug face.

Tool laughed, a low rumble of amusement.
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Sometimes Nita seemed okay. Other times she
was just swank. Smug and rich and soft. It was those
moments that made Nailer think she could have learned
a thing or two on Bright Sands Beach, that even Sloth
with all her greed and willingness to betray him had
been better than this rich swank who still looked pretty
even after living amongst them all, as if she weren't
touched by the grime and pain and struggle that the rest

of them felt.
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"I'm sorry," Nita said, but Nailer shrugged

away her apology. It was clear what she thought of him.
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They rode in silence. A village showed
through the jungle, a clearing carved from the trees and
shadows, a small fishing community perched amongst
the bogs, dotted with slump shacks like the ones that
Nailer's own people constructed, with pigs and
vegetables in their yards. To him, it looked like home.

He wondered what Nita saw.
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At last the jungle parted, opening on a wide
expanse where the trees were lower and the height of
the train gave them a view. Even from a distance, the

city was huge. A series of needles, piercing the sky.
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"Orleans II," Tool said.
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NAILER CRANED HIS NECK to see over the tops of
the trees and take in the mangled metropolis. "There's

got to be good scavenge there," he said.

Nita shook her head. "You'd have to knock
down the towers. You'd need all kinds of explosives.

It's not worth it."

"Depends how much copper and iron you can
pull," Nailer said. "Put a light crew in the building, see

what's what."
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"You'd have to work in the middle of a lake."

"So? If you swanks left a lot behind, it would
be worth it." He hated the way she acted like she knew
everything. He stared out at the towers. "I'll bet all the
good stuff's been stripped, though. Too good to leave

lying there."
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"Still"-Tool nodded at the many buildings
spread out and covered with greenery--- "a lot of

scavenge if someone organized."
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Again Nita disagreed. "You'd have to fight
with the locals for scavenge rights. Fight for every inch.
If it weren't for treaties and the trading militias, even
the transshipment zone would be contested." She made
a face. "You can't bargain with people like that. They're

savages."
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"Savages like Nailer?" Tool goaded. Again his
yellow eyes flickered with humor as Nita blushed and
looked away, pushing her black hair behind her ear and

pretending to watch the moving horizon.
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Whatever Nita thought of the scavenge
opportunities, there was a lot of abandoned material
spread out before them, and if Nailer understood
correctly, this was just Orleans II. There was also the

original New Orleans, and then there was Mississippi
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Metropolitan---aka MissMet---what had been originally
envisioned as New Orleans III, before even the most
ardent supporters of the drowned city gave up on the
spectacularly bad luck enjoyed by places called

"Orleans."
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Some engineers had claimed it was possible to
raise hurricane-resistant towers above Pontchartrain
Bay, but the merchants and traders had had enough of

the river mouth and the storms, and so left the drowned

city to docks and deep-sea loading platforms and slums,

while they migrated their wealth and homes and
children to land that lay more comfortably above sea

level.
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MissMet was far away upriver and higher in
elevation and armored against cyclones and hurricanes
as none the others had been, a city designed from the
ground up to avoid the pitfalls of their earlier optimism,
a place for swanks that Nailer had heard was paved in

gold and where gleaming walls and guards and wire
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kept the rest of the chaff away.
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At one time in the past, New Orleans had
meant many things, had meant jazzand Creole and the
pulse of life, had meant Mardi Gras and parties and
abandon, had meant creeping luxurious green decay.

Now it meant only one thing.

Loss.
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More dead jungle ruins flashed past, an
astonishing amount of wealth and materials left to rot
and fall back to the green tangle of the trees and

swamps.
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"Why did they give up?" Nailer asked.
"Sometimes people learn," Tool said.
From that, Nailer took him to be saying that

mostly people didn't. The wreckage of the twin dead
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cities was good evidence of just how slow the people of

the Accelerated Age had been to accept their changing

circumstances.
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The train curved toward the hulking towers.
The shambled outline of an ancient stadium showed
beyond the spires of Orleans II, marking the beginning

of the old city, the city proper for the drowned lands.
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"Stupid," Nailer muttered. Tool leaned close
to hear his voice over the wind, and Nailer shouted in

his ear, "They were damn stupid."
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Tool shrugged. "No one expected Category Six
hurricanes. They didn't have city killers then. The
climate changed. The weather shifted. They did not

anticipate well."
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Nailer wondered at that idea. That no one
could have understood that they would be the target of

monthly hurricanes pinballing up the Mississippi Alley,

gunning for anything that didn't have the sense to batten

down, float, or go underground.
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The train flew over its pylons, curving toward
the center of the trade nexus, speeding over brackish
water, bright with leaked waste oil and scrap trash and
the stink of chemicals. They shot past floating
platforms and transshipment loaders. Massive
containers were being loaded into clipper ships via
cranes. Shallow-draft Mississippi river boats with their
stubby sails were being loaded with luxuries from

across the oceans.

so'Ivuauduen i vuuso Tdudha

u
]

4 a [ 9 A < A9
AUINaNMIAARNIIMIN 50 Iliiuausuned
a 3’ 1 A =t g’ % A o
usnanindesndulsememaiziiniuveades lva
Y] A < ]
VINAUABVIZ LASUNAUHIURUYDIATIAT WINYIY
NZOIUAIUVTIAAIUIAUAFIUFAUUD BT UA N0
[)) 4 To o 1 = <
g gRoumuIes VA lngiainigadluFelunnus,
vy o o v a £
e uTY 117199931AUNINDNTNINH TV

o w 1 d? A oy dy A 09)1
NﬁWﬁy‘ﬂﬁﬂ1ﬁ\1§]ﬂﬂ1EJGIIH‘U°HL'§fJﬁWﬂL!W]L!GIf]JLi’EJETUGI,u

Y
uhNasagil

The train rolled past scrap and recycling yards,
men and women's backs sheened mirror bright with
sweat as they stacked hand carts with purchased scrap
and moved it to weighing platforms for sale. The train

began to slow. It shunted onto a new series of tracks,
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dipping down to a barren zone of rail yards and slum
shacks, before shunting again. Wheels squealed on steel
and the train cars shuddered as the brakes were applied.
The ripple of the slowdown thudded back through the

cars to the tail of the train.
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Tool touched their shoulders. "We get off now.
Soon we'll be in the rail yards and then people will ask

why we are here and if we have the right."
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Even though the train was going slowly, they
all ended up falling and rolling when they hit the
ground. Nailer stood, wiping dust from his eyes, and
surveyed the area. In many ways, it was not much
different from the ship breaking yards. Scrap and junk,
soot and oily grime and slumped shacks with people

watching them, hollow-eyed.
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Nita surveyed her surroundings. Nailer could
tell she wasn't impressed, but even he was glad they
had Tool with them, someone to protect them as they

threaded between tightly packed shacks. A few men
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were lounging in the shade, tats and piercings showing
unknown affiliations. They watched as the three
interlopers moved through their turf. Nailer's neck
prickled. He palmed his knife, wondering if there
would be bloodshed. He could feel them evaluating.
They were like his father. Idle, crystal sliding probably,
dangerous. He smelled tea and sugar. Coffee boiling.
Pots of red beans and dirty rice. His stomach rumbled.
The sweet reek of bananas rotting. A child ahead of
them urinated on a wall, watching them with solemn

eyes as they slipped past.
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At last they poured out onto a main street. It
was full of junk and scrap dealers, men and women
selling tools, sheets of metal, rolls of wire. A bicycle
cart rattled by, full of scrap. Tin, Nailer thought, and
then wondered if the driver had purchased it or was

selling it, and where it might be going.
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"Now where?" Nailer asked.

Nita frowned. "We need to get to the docks. |
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need to see if any of my father's ships are there."

"And if they are?" Tool asked.
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"I need to know the captain's names. There are

some I know I can trust still."

"You're sure of that?"

She hesitated. "There have to be a few."

Tool pointed. "The clippers should be in that

direction."
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She motioned Nailer and Tool to follow.
Nailer glanced at Tool, but the massive man seemed

unconcerned at her sudden authority.
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They trudged down the thoroughfare. The
smell of sea and rot and crushed humanity was strong,
much stronger than in the ship-breaking yards. And the
city was huge. They walked and walked, and still the

streets and shacks and scrap bunkers went on. Men and
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women rode by on rickshaws and bicycles. Even an oil-
burning car slipped through the broken streets, its
engine whining and grinding. Eventually, the hot open
slum gave way to cooler treecovered lanes and large
houses, with shacks around their edges and people
going in and out. On them were signs that Nita read out
to Nailer as they went by: MEYER TRADING.
ORLEANS RIVER SUPPLY, YEE AND TAYLOR,
SPICES. DEEP BLUE SHIPPING CORPORATION,

LTD.
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And then abruptly the street slipped into the
water, dipping down. Boats and river taxis were
moored, men sitting with their oared skiffs and tiny
scrap sails, waiting to ferry anyone who needed to

move into the Orleans beyond.
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Dead end," Nailer said.

"No." Nita shook her head. “I know this place.
We’re close. We have to go through the Orleans, to get

deep-sea platforms. We'll need a water taxi."
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"They look expensive."

"Didn't Pima's mother give you money?" Nita

asked. "I'm sure it's more than enough."
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Nailer hesitated, then pulled out the wad of red

cash.

"Better to save it," Tool said. "You'll be hungry

later.”

Nailer stared at the brackish water. “I’m pretty

thirsty now”

Nita scowled at him. "Then how are we

supposed to get out to the clippers?
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"We could just walk," Nailer said. Some
people were wading out into the water, which seemed
only waist deep. They moved slowly through the green

and oily murk.

Nita stared at the water with distaste. “You

can’t walk there. It’s too deep”
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"Spend your money on water," Tool said.
"There will be a way for the laborers to get to the

loading platforms. The poor will lead us."
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Nita reluctantly agreed. They bought brownish
water from a water seller, a man with yellow rotting
teeth and a wide smile, who swore that his water was
salt-free and well boiled, and after they had bought, he
cheerfully directed them. He even offered to row them
there, but he wanted too high a fee and so instead they
went the long way, threading around drowned and
rotting streets, down floating boardwalks. The reek of
fish and petroleum came in waves, making Nailer's

eyes water and reminding him of ship-breaking yards.
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Eventually they reached the shore. A series of

buoys stretched out into the placid water.

Nita stared at the water with distaste. "We

should have taken a boat."

Nailer grinned at her. "Afraid?" he asked.
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She gave him a dirty look. "No." She stared at
the water again. "But it's not clean. The chemicals are
poisonous." She sniffed. "There's no telling what's in

there."

a ] Y o 9
dazueavuy Tusouls <lu'ldndq” 1sed0q
d’d oy =) c?/‘ 1 oy @ 1 =K% (%
Tnrwidnass cuminiulueazeia asmiiuduasie

4
ug” isoaynylaila < hifniies lsegluiuihe

"Yeah, well, that'll kill you tomorrow, not
today." He waded out into the gunk and slime of the
water. A thin, jewellike oil sheen covered it. "It's better
than around the ship yards. This is nothing at all in
comparison to that. And it hasn't killed me yet." He
grinned again, enjoying taunting her. "Come on. Let's

go see if there's a clipper waiting for you."
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Nita compressed her lips but followed. Nailer
wanted to laugh at her. She was smart, but it was weird
how damn prissy she was. He watched as she waded
deeper into the water, enjoying the fact that the swank
was about to drag herself around in the filth like a
normal person for once. As soon as Lucky Girl was in,
Tool waded after her, his huge form pressing a ripple in

the lily pads and petroleum murk. They all started
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forward, walking slowly. The water deepened, rising to

their chests.
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Ahead of them, someone had tied plastic
buoys, marking a lane for people without boats. One of
them was orange, another white. As Nailer passed one,
he spied the faded image of an apple stamped on its
surface along with letters. Another had an ancient
automobile embedded on its face. The path of discarded
containers led them out to where the last portions of
housing foundations disappeared and where much of

the wreckage was gone, and still the path went on.
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They waded carefully through the waters,
following a stream of struggling bodies that waded,
swam, and splashed forward toward the far docks. At
one point, Nita lost her footing and went under. Tool
grabbed her and pulled her up and set her back on the

careful path that everyone else followed.
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She pushed long wet strands of hair off her

face and stared to the distant ships and their docks.
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"Why don't they just use boats?"

"For these people?" Tool looked around at

their fellow waders. "They are not worth it."

"Still, someone could make a boardwalk. It

wouldn't even cost that much."
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"Spending money on the poor is like throwing
money into a fire. They'll just consume it and never

thank you," Tool said.

"But it would probably save money, for people

to have easy access."

Ya ~ (= a 4 A o a Qy
“ﬂTiGl‘VINUﬂLl‘ﬂhlllllﬂgﬂuﬂlﬁﬂf’)uﬂﬂmnﬂuﬂﬂ
9
Y 3 a ] '
HULYIDS W'JﬂLGIJ”Iﬂi]&GUﬁ’EJUNHLLaglliJLﬂfﬁ]%ﬂa”l'J
UVDUAUNION naya
1 a 9 1 v A 9/ 4
“Lmvmmu'lu%maﬂiwﬂmmuz Ejﬂufﬂgllﬂ

9y
AUNNAZAINYU”

A o

9. . . 1 a Qy
- m%auﬂa throwing money into a fire 31 “ININUNG”
unumindansadan Teutuas I lunedln msizdo

ANUNNIBUINNI

“The water doesn’t seem to stop them.” And
indeed, there was a steady stream of people ahead of
them; a few of them had scavenged plastic bags
wrapped around some possession that they wanted to
keep dry, but mostly the stream of people seemed
unconcerned that they were forced to swim through the
brown waters and green algae. Nita waded on, grimly
determined, Nailer thought, not to show how disgusted

she was by her circumstance.
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Every time Tool spoke, his words were like a
whip, lashing her. Nailer wasn't sure why, but he liked
to see her embarrassed. Part of him sensed that she
thought of him as something like an animal, a useful
creature not actually a person. Then again, he wasn’t
too sure that she was a person either. Swank were
different. They came from a different place, lived
different lives, wrecked whole clipper ships just so one

girl could survive.
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"Why are you even here, Tool?" Nita asked
suddenly. "You aren't supposed to be able to just walk

away”
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Tool glanced at her. “I go where I please”

“But you’re a half-man.”

“Half a man.” Tool looked at her. “And yet

twice the size of you, Lucky Girl.”
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“What are you talking about?” Nailer asked

Nita glanced at Nailer. “He’s supposed to have
a patron. We take them on their oaths. My family
imports them from Nippon, after training. But not

without a patron."
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Tool's eyes swung to focus on her fully.
Yellow dog eyes, predatory, examining a creature he
could destroy in a moment if he chose. "I have no

patron."

"That's impossible," Nita said.

"Why's that?" Nailer asked.
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"We are known to be fantastically loyal," Tool
said. "Lucky Girl is disappointed to discover that not all

of us enjoy slavery."

"It can't happen," Nita insisted. "You're

trained-"
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Tool's huge shoulders rippled in a shrug.
"They made a mistake with me." He smiled slightly,
nodded to himself, enjoying a private joke. "l was

smarter than they prefer."”

"Oh?" Nita challenged.
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Again the yellow eyes evaluated her. "Smart
enough to know that I can choose who I serve and who
I betray, which is more than can be said of the rest of

my ...people.”
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Nailer had never thought to wonder why Tool
was amongst the ship breakers. He had just been there,

much as the boat refugees had been. The Spinoza clan

and the McCalleys and the Lals had all come to work,

and so too had Tool. They were there for the work.
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But it was true what Lucky Girl said. Half-men
were used for bodyguards, for killing, for war. Those
were the stories he had heard. He'd seen them with
Lawson & Carlson's bankers. Seen them clustered
around the blood buyers when they came to inspect the
yards. But always with others. Swanks. People who
could afford to buy creatures mixed from a genetic
cocktail of humanity, tiger and dogs. And they were
expensive. The human eggs that jump-started their
development were always in demand, and commanded
a high price. The Life Cult often supported itself on the
ovum of its devotees, and the harvesters were always

buying.
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"Where's your master, then?" Nita asked.
"You're supposed to die with your master. That's what
ours always say. That they'll die when we do, that they
will die for us."

"Some of us are astonishingly loyal," Tool
observed.

"But your genes---"
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"If genes are destiny, then Nailer should have
sold you to your enemies and spent the bounty on red

rippers and Black Ling whiskey."

"That's not what I meant."

"No? But you descend from Patels, and so you
are all intelligent and civilized, yes? And Nailer, of
course, is descended from a perfect killer and we know

what that means about him."

"No. I didn't mean that at all."
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"Then do not be so certain of what my kind can
and cannot do." Tool's eyes bored into her. "We are
faster, stronger, and whatever you may think, smarter
than our patrons. Does it worry the swank girl to run

across a creature like me, running free?"
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Nita flinched. "We treat your kind well. My

family-"
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"Don't bother. My kind will serve you,
regardless." Tool looked away and kept wading. Nita
fell silent. Nailer pushed on through the waters,
thinking about the strange conflict between the two of

them.
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"Tool?" Nailer asked. "Did they train you? Did

they make you have a patron?"

"A long time ago, they tried."

"Who?"
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Tool shrugged. "They are dead now. It hardly
matters." He nodded at the approaching docks. "Do you

recognize any of the clippers?"
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Nita looked out at the ships against their

floating docks in the distance. "Not from this far."
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They made their way closer, slogging through

the water. The water's cool was a relief from the tropic

heat, but Nailer was tiring from wading. It was a slow

process.
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