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# # 6281023935 : MAJOR THAI THEATER AND DANCE
KEYWORD: Surin Khmer Yikay, Performance of Khmer Community in Thailand, Khmer Likay, Folk
performance
Pongsatorn Yoddamnoen : SURIN KHMER YIKAY. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. ANUKOON
ROTJANASUKSOMBOON, Ph.D.

The objective of this thesis is to study for conserving “Yi Ke Khmer Surin” as a living
museum by using qualitative research methodology based upon documents, interviews, observations
and fieldwork. The scope of study is to focus at the performances within Surin province from the
bygone era until 2021. The research found that Yi Ke Khmer Surin was a professional theatre in Thai
Khmer communities in the south of northeastern Thailand which spread through Bangkok railway and
from the Yi-Ke of the Siem Reap province in Cambodia around 1882 and gradually adapted into the
local culture. Yike Khmer Surin is declining due to its unpopularity since most actors are aging and lack
of the succession of young performers. The performance is for entertainment, ritual and
demonstration and only Banphang troupe can stage a full play. A full performance has four major
parts. First is stage preparation ceremony, second is spiritual invocation, third is actual performance,
and fourth is conclusion ceremony. Its main performance elements include a stage that is separated
and scripts are drawn from classical repertoire and local folk tales presented in Thai cum Khmer
languages. Characters are male and female protagonists performed by women, antagonists and
miscellaneous characters are actors, and female dance chorus. Leading characters sing and dance
while dance chorus perform as their background. The music ensemble consisted of a Pi, clarinet and
four Ramana, tambourines. The songs are lyrical and dance suite based upon local Thai-Khmer folk
melodies. The costume is of colorful folk style of which each male character wears a silk loincloth
and a crown while each female character and dancer wears a silk skirt and tiara. A miscellaneous
character wears a costume depicting a nonhuman character. Dance chorus perform in unison
throughout the play is an outstanding element of Yike Surin. The researcher arranged all information
into a curriculum for students to practice and perform as a living museum in order to preserve Yike
Khmer as an everlasting cultural identity of Thai-Khmer identity. This kind of research should also be

conducted to preserve other declining type of performances.

Field of Study: Thai Theater and Dance Student's Signature ........cccoceovviernies

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature .......ccceeeveveennnne
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2.4 MNEBLATUNANUANUSEINANN ST

Chrey Srey Leun (2018)_Yike Drama has a history and features are rarely
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