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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the translation of The Fisherman and His
Soul, a fairy tale composed by Oscar Wilde. The research was performed by comparing
2 Thai translated versions, Aor. Sanitwong’s and Walaiporn Nakapan’s. Researcher
looks back on the related translation theories in order to find the right criteria to compare
the 2 translated versions. Consequently, the original text will be analyzed before doing

the comparison.

The result of this research is to confirm the hypothesis that these 2 translated
versions are significantly different. Aor. Sanitwong Version is able to keep almost all
main details of the original text such as literary value, hidden agendas, including original
culture of the author. As a result, this version is more interesting than Walaiporn’s of
which her translation was simply adjusted to the culture of target readers. The adjusted
version almost makes hidden agendas, concepts, beliefs and sarcastic expressions which
were signature of Oscar Wilde disappear from her work. On the other hand, Aor.
Sanitwong Version maintains “message” of the author when translating to the target

language which still retains “culture code” to Thai readers.

This research helps us to conclude that good translation of fairy tales should be
translated by carrying the most equivalent literary value of the original text to the target
one and should rather maintain original culture than adjusting to the culture of target

readers.
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The lad--for he was only a
lad, being but sixteen years of
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himself back with a deep sigh
of relief on the soft cushions
of his embroidered couch,

lying there, wild-eyed and

open-mouthed...
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And after that he had opened the tabernacle, and incensed the
monstrance that was in it, and shown the fair wafer to the people, and hid it
again behind the veil of veils, he began to speak to the people, desiring to speak
to them of the wrath of God. But the beauty of the white flowers troubled him,
and their odour was sweet in His nostrils, and there came another word into His
lips, and he spake not of the wrath of God, but of the God whose name is Love.

And why he so spake, he knew not. (Oscar Wilde, lwood: 6&)”
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But no fish at all was in it, nor any monster or thing of horror, but only a

little Mermaid lying fast asleep. Her hair was as a wet fleece of gold, and each

separate hair as a thread of fine gold in a cup of glass. Her body was as white

ivory, and her tail was of silver and pearl. Silver and pearl was her tail, and the

green weeds of the sea coiled round it; and like sea-shells were her ears, and

her lips were like sea-coral. The cold waves dashed over her cold breasts, and

. . v 3
the salt glistened upon her eyelids. (eamo pﬁﬂmﬂué’%aﬁuiﬁlﬁu%mm)
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And the young Fisherman said to himself: ‘How strange a thing this is!
The Priest telleth me that the soul is worth all the gold in the world, and the

merchants say that it is not worth a clipped piece of silver.’ (emb)
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And one evening he called to her, and said: ‘Little Mermaid, little
Mermaid, I love thee. Take me for thy bridegroom, for I love thee.’ But the
Mermaid shook her head. ‘Thou hast a human soul,” she answered. ‘If only thou

wouldst send away thy soul, then could I love thee.” (eme lﬁ"ii‘fm"ﬂu Eﬁmﬁ}uiﬁ}
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promise that thou madest to me I will slay thee for a false witch.” (e & & é’%%ﬂtﬂuﬁ%mﬁ}um}
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We fought with the Magadae who are born old, and grow younger and
younger every year, and die when they are little children; and with the Laktroi
who say that they are the sons of tigers, and paint themselves yellow and
black; and with the Aurantes who bury their dead on the tops of trees, and
themselves live in dark caverns lest the Sun, who is their god, should slay
them,; and with the Krimnians who worship a crocodile, and give it earrings of
green glass, and feed it with butter and fresh fowls; and with the Agazonbae,

who are dog-faced; and with the Sibans, who have horses’ feet, and run more

v g

swiftly than horses. . (e&o fivougaaiduldniudonin)
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She sang of the nautilus who has a boat of her own that is carved out
of an opal and steered with a silken sail; of the happy Mermen who play upon
harps and can charm the great Kraken to sleep; of the little children who
catch hold of the slippery porpoises and ride laughing upon their backs; of the
Mermaids who lie in the white foam and hold out their arms to the mariners;
and of the sea-lions with their curved tusks, and the sea-horses with their

floating manes. (aolo)
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So beautiful was she that when the young Fisherman saw her he was
filled with wonder, and he put out His hand and drew the net close to him, and
leaning over the side he clasped her in His arms. And when he touched her,
she gave a cry like a startled sea-gull, and woke, and looked at him in terror
with her mauve-amethyst eyes, and struggled that she might escape. But he

held her tightly to him, and would not suffer her to depart. (e@o Iﬁk’ji‘fﬂtﬂuﬁ%ﬂ

9 9y 9 9
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a#la 1mfanudmaunie1e1nsaiodns no sooner. . .than 1%u “No sooner had he done so
than the witches screamed like hawks and flew away, and the pallid face that had been

watching him twitched with a spasm of pain.” (ec& )
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Yet would she never come near him that he might touch her.
Oftentimes he called to her and prayed of her, but she would not; and when he
sought to seize her she dived into the water as a seal might dive, nor did he see
her again that day. And each day the sound of her voice became sweeter to His
ears. So sweet was her voice that he forgot His nets and His cunning, and had
no care of His craft. Vermilion-finned and with eyes of bossy gold, the tunnies
went by in shoals, but he heeded them not. His spear lay by His side unused,
and His baskets of plaited osier were empty. With lips parted, and eyes dim
with wonder, he sat idle in His boat and listened, listening till the sea-mists

crept round him, and the wandering moon stained His brown limbs with silver.
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And the Priest beat His breast, and answered, ‘Alack, alack, thou art

mad, or hast eaten of some poisonous herb, for the soul is the noblest part of

man, and was given to us by God that we should nobly use it..." (eo& Eﬁﬁﬂtﬂu

IN Y qY 9 Y
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‘What d’ve lack? What d’ve lack?’ she cried, as he came panting up

the steep, and bent down before her. ‘Fish for thy net, when the wind is foul? I
have a little reed-pipe, and when I blow on it the mullet come sailing into the
bay. But it has a price, pretty boy, it has a price...” (6o ﬁ%%ﬂgﬂuﬁm%’uiﬁ’
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‘At sunrise he went forth from His palace in a robe of silver, and at
sunset he returned to it again in a robe of gold. The people flung themselves
on the ground and hid their faces, but I would not do so. I stood by the stall of
a seller of dates and waited. When the Emperor saw me, he raised His painted

eyebrows and stopped. I stood quite still, and made him no obeisance. The




people marvelled at my boldness, and counselled me to flee from the city. |
paid no heed to them, but went and sat with the sellers of strange gods, who by
reason of their craft are abominated. When I told them what I had done, each

of them gave me a god and prayed me to leave them’ (6 &< ﬁﬁﬁﬂtﬂuﬁ%ﬂt%uiﬁ
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And she sang a marvellous song. For she sang of the Sea-folk who
drive their flocks from cave to cave, and carry the little calves on their
shoulders; of the Tritons who have long green beards, and hairy breasts, and
blow through twisted conchs when the King passes by, of the palace of the
King which is all of amber, with a roof of clear emerald, and a pavement of
bright pearl; and of the gardens of the sea where the great filigrane fans of
coral wave all day long, and the fish dart about like silver birds, and the

anemones cling to the rocks, and the pinks bourgeon in the ribbed yellow sand.
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about with love is this heart of thine.” (ecdm-0dV&)
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Away!’ cried the Priest: ‘thy leman is lost, and thou shalt be lost with her.’ (#md)
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‘Lo! now I have tempted thee with evil, and I have tempted thee with good, and thy love is stronger than

Lam.” (9cden)
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She sang of the big whales
that come down from the north
seas and have sharp icicles

hanging to their fins; of the

Sirens who tell of such

wonderful things that the
merchants have to stop their
ears with wax lest they should

hear them, and leap into the
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water and be drowned; of the
sunken galleys with their tall
masts, and the frozen sailors
clinging to the rigging, and the

mackerel swimming in and out

of the open portholes; of the
little barnacles who are great
travellers, and cling to the
keels of the ships and go round
and round the world; and of the
cuttlefish who live in the sides
of the cliffs and stretch out
their long black arms, and can
make night come when they

will it. (eenle)
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