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# # 6180108022 : MAJOR THAI
KEYWORD: Pgaz K'nyau ethnic groups, concepts of ethnicity and environment, non-fiction writings
about Pgaz K'nyau ethnic groups
Kanapum Ratinathi : PGAZ K’NYAU’S WAYS OF LIFE IN NON - FICTON WRITINGS: LITERARY
TECHNIQUES AND THE PRESENTATION OF CONCEPTS OF ETHNICITY AND ENVIRONMENT. Advisor:
CHAIRAT POLMUK, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the concepts of ethnicity and environment and literary techniques in 30
non-fiction writings about Pgaz K'nyau ethnic groups published between 1986 — 2016. It is found that these
writings convey three significant concepts concerning ethnicity and environment in three significant ways,
namely, the relationship between the Pgaz K'nyau ethnic groups and nature that demonstrates an intimate
connection between Pgaz K'nyau’s ways of life and natural environment; the cultural aspect of environmental
conservation that reveals the importance of taking into account beliefs and practices of the ethnic groups; and
the notion of human rights and environment that illustrates how Pgaz K'nyau people have been affected by
state discourse on the ethnic groups as forest destroyers and by the violation of human rights against Pgaz

K'nyau immigrants who seek refuge in Thailand due to political unrest.

In terms of literary techniques, authors of these works deploy various literary devices to convey
the concepts of ethnicity and the environment. First, these authors follow conventions of ethnographic
writings to present their contents through scholarly features and field notes obtained from observations,
interviews, and participations. In addition, they also convey messages through titles of their works, the use of
dialogues, the incorporation of poems, sequential storytelling, the deployment of insider’s and outsider’s
perspectives, and the use of various types of narrative closure. Finally, the author employs linguistic devices,
namely, the use of Pgaz K'nyau language and figurative languages to evoke imageries and emotions that lead

to understandings about Pgaz K'nyau’s ways of life and their profound relationship with nature.

The study of concepts and literary techniques in non-fiction writings about Pgaz K'nyau ethnic
groups reveals literary as well as social values of these works in raising environmental awareness through
narratives on ethnicity, suggesting that sustainable natural conservation stems from human-nature cohabitation
in reciprocal relations. Furthermore, these writings are instrumental in mitigating ethnic biases by showing the
ecological thought of the Pgaz K'nyau ethnic groups that challenges stereotypical representations in state

discourses and mainstream media.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature .......cccevevieieveinns
Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ..........cccvvccu
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