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# # 6280004322 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
KEYWORD: Trust, Collective Action, Epistemic Rationality, Non-cognitivism
Karn Wasinsombut : Non- Cognitivist Theories of Trust and Collective Action Between

Strangers. Advisor: Dr. PIYARUDEE CHAIYAPORN

This thesis investigates the concept of trust from the perspectives of cognitivist theory and
non-cognitivist theory. The goal is to answer the question of which meaning of trust can lead to
collaborative interactions between strangers. The specific case of interest in this thesis is when one
party is a visitor in a new territory and needs cooperation from the local inhabitants, who are not
necessarily obliged to cooperate with the newcomer. The game theory explanation suggests that they
can cooperate based on mutual anticipation that cooperation will lead to maximum benefits for both
sides via reciprocal actions from each other. But this will not do because the strangers on both sides
lack knowledge whether cooperation will lead to undesirable outcomes. The cognitivist theory of
Russell Hardin posits that trust arises when individuals are trustworthy by being subject to institutional
conditions such as laws and social norms prevailing in the society. However, in the case studied, even
though locals are already constrained by legal and social conditions, the newcomer must gain trust
before they can be so constrained. Berislav Marusic’ s explanation contends that trust arises when
people put their trust in someone acting in the capacity of agent avowing to accomplish something out
of his own will. However, to be seen as trustworthy, the newcomer must already be in a relationship
with locals who will give them trust. The non-cognitivist theory of Annette Baier suggests that trust is
having confidence in goodwill of others and entrusting them with the care of something valuable to
trustors out of vulnerability but locals are likely to find trusting out of vulnerability degrading their status
and will choose not to. Last but not least, Karen Jones’ s explanation contends that trust arises as an
optimism about the other party’s goodwill and abilities in the relevant domain, so when combined with
Marusic’s participant’s perspectives, this meaning of trust meets the conditions of epistemic rationality

and practical rationality for both parties in the way that no other alternatives do.

Field of Study: Philosophy Student's Signature ......ccoocovevercrneneen.

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature .......ccoevveereeennnes
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#3%4 g (Tsung Hsing-Ho) ﬂanmmimﬂaaimﬂwa’mmLmﬁ]mmmmﬂumamﬂ
(positive illusion) @1uuszinn Ao nisueslanlundfuuuliaenndosiuaanuiduass
(unrealistic optimism) N15UsEIHUANLEIINTAIINAINITAFINIIANRAY (better-than-
average effect) LaZNAINAIINIINAUAINITAAIUANANIUNITNILLANTULA (illusion of
control) (Ho, 2022)
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