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# # 6280023222 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: Khanthanam, Place Name, Belief and Ritual, Isan society
Patiwat Mapob : BELIEFS AND RITUALS IN ISAN COMMUNITIES WITH PLACE NAMES RELATED TO KHANTHANAM
FOLKTALES. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. PORAMIN JARUWORN, Ph.D.

The objectives of this thesis were to study and analyze the Khanthanam Folktales, explainning
place names, and the functions of beliefs and rituals related to that tales in Isan communities of present day.
The researcher collected data from field studies carried out during 2020 - 2023, namely 1) Ban Khumkham,
Kudkhaopun  District, Ubon Ratchathani Province, 2) Ban Dan, Rasisalai District, Sisaket Province, 3) Ban Ku
Khanthanam, Phon Sai District, Roi Et Province and a) Mueang Suang District, Roi Et

Province.

The results found that the Isan local literature, Khanthanam, has a long story consisting of 10
parts comprising main events and each partreflects the main idea, the gratitude of looking for father of
important  characters.  The motifs comprising  characters,  objects and events are important to  story’s
continuing and memorizing. They reflect the cultural meaning, especially the tales that related to place names
in Isan. There are four Isan communities recognizing the Khanthanam as Local Jataka and Located Legend,
use the tales to associate with geographies, places, local narratives and the ways of life by different parts
and motifs. Therefore the implementation —also reflects the importance in culture of Khanthanam Folktales

to Isan communities splendidly.

To study beliefs and rituals about Khanthanam tales found that four communities believe in
the sacred characters related to important places being areas to practise four traditions involving  with
the tales, they are 1) The tradition of Buangsuang Phra That Sida (Sida pagoda), 2) Bun Song Ku Bucha
Thao  Khanthanam, 3) Bun Chao - 'mueng, and 4) Bun Berg Ban Buangsuang Chao Pu Khatthanam.
These traditions bring the tales to be used as icons of worship, ceremonial objects and invocation prayer text
calling upon sacred beings in the rituals. The traditions reflect the ways of thinking in the transmission
belief in the Khantanam that existed originally and the selection of roles of characters to create sanctity
in the rituals. Inaddition they also have important functions in transmitting of the rites of passage, transition
of a year and seasons, and fertility rites and in the promotion of governmental tourism. In the meantime
they have functions to be help for the people, to reflect the relationship between communinities and
the conflicts for wusing the tales. Therefore to study the tales, beliefs and rituals about the Khanthanam

legibly proves that tales have dynamic in Isan communities in present day.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature ........c.ccoeeevecein

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ........ccceeveecunn.
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® @171 Place-names A1Munu1891NAURTUNIYISINGY AN “To find the true origin
and meaning of place-names requires access to early documents and familiarity with Old and
Middle English dialects, but lack of these resources never stopped people devising explanations
by relating names to real or imagined history, legend, or fanciful wordplay. There are hundreds
such in every county, not only for towns and villages but for fields, woods, rocks, lakes, etc.
Some draw on established story-patterns; others are mere puns and jokes.” (A Dictionary of

English Folklore, 2000: 279)
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640)
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