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Project Title The Reformation of Buddhism in the Reigns of King Rama IV and V:
Determining Values and Guidelines for Buddhist Reformation in Thai Society

Name of the Investigator  Assistant Professor Suraphot Thaweesak

Abstract

This research investigates the reformation of Buddhism during the Reigns of King
Rama IV and V vis-a-vis the reformation of Christianity in Europe in order to analyze from
a comparative perspective the effects of the reformation in the Thai context that led to
embedding or linking the values of Buddhism directly to the state and society as a whole.
The research further analyzes how the concept of linking religion to state has been
continually being applied in reforming present-day Buddhism in Thailand, the main
resultant problems that have arisen from this deliberate linking, and how those problems
can be solved. This is a documentary research and the results of it are summarized as

follows:

During the reigns of King Rama IV and V, the Siamese elites, Buddhist priests and
Christian missionaries had regular discussions to compare Buddhism and Christianity.
However, most of the discussions were about proving whose religion was better in terms
of rationality. The study shows that the discussions had similarities like references by either

group to its own religious text to justify the reforms and relating the same to politics.

But the significant difference was that the movement of Christian reformation arose
from conflict and challenging of the monopoly power of the Roman Catholic Church
leading to the birth of Protestantism and other sub-sects. The authority of the Church had
also been challenged by the concept of humanism, liberalism, secularism, and
secularization in the Renaissance and the Enlishtenment era, thus resulting in separation

of church and state and the end of the Christian state. In the modern era, the Christian



state is replaced with a secular state where it upholds the concept of state being neutral
when it comes to religious issues and guarantees equal rights of religion to everyone.
Contrary to this, the Buddhist reformation is one of political negotiations between the
elites and is not challenged by the concepts of humanism, liberalism, secularism, and
secularization, causing Buddhism and the state to merge under the ideology of “Nation,
Religion, King”. This ideology became the root cause of exploitation and appropriation of
Buddhism as a tool for the ideological state apparatus and upholding it as the root of

social morals.

The researcher shows that the context of Buddhist state in the reigns of King Rama
IV and V is completely different from the one in the modern world, which has
characteristics of a secular society. Therefore, citing the concept of Buddhist reformation
in the past to justify the present reformation may result in fundamental problems such
as the state not being neutral in religions, Buddhism is used as a tool to be a hindrance
for democracy, problems in freedom and equality of religions, making Buddhism lack in
diversity and preventing it from developing in conformity with democracy and human
rights. To solve these problems, the researcher brought in the concepts of secularism and
liberalism to discuss and propose the alternative for Buddhist reformation in Thai society,

in the present and for the future.
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gnanauluguumauisigg vaeriuiinunfnuysetioulanide (secular humanism) 7
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U waraunsawUstuiien siTInitausnuls  dnsnannufawuulanidusananivinle

myasmaunlulanayuanneneuUsuimluluiirnmeiiness) nateidumauiuiaidon (lberal

1 = a a

religion) Tun1ssuiieduuszinudmiiugiuniee W avswifieuvesans, avuiniisuvesay

[
= 4

PAINUAWNNNA LAZAMUANMINIINeIans areviinduiinsunndu wiaziduseenn

Wiealanau (bid, 225, pp. 235-237)

[

LdusuI wwAalanddenaznisuenaauAuigaenaiiduwuifa niegaunisal
(ideology) ﬁLﬁﬂ%ﬂWizi’ﬁﬁﬂﬂ@%&gkﬂLLazaLaﬁm lnglanzusunuseTamansnisujsunsad
maulugaseuuaresd wagmsnmesinamdvivesmaudnsuarszuundnislugaaineg
Haan Federndun Tunziusenuazasulng llétuss Simandiguii usiUsziiuddnylalldegi
unAnlanidoianuduny fuanudolal mnegfing “onidn” szuuwfianisaninidrssnamn
avdlunsmuesmisdsaunagmaidiosesmauinsuasssuundnid whunuiidesunaniunu
medsrunarnnilesuulanide fie srusuasUszunidlag (iberal democracy) st ury
unuveslinAnviegaunsallanidelugaainstlyan Afe “msenidndiramdonisorinid

AU dumans” wWelvnisiasnnuazuszrsdlnswuulanidadulilaasa

o N ) v o N ' ! A v = va s
An1ufe agulnensedenudug 7ldldglsunsonstunnineduseiRmanivoinis
UnAsesszuuWAINIsIIavs el AnauifenndaudiuiiussiRmansiguiunuiiady udee

anunsaldeulugdnuiiiiasnmuasUszysulagliagials winldendndwnamianisaisnd

a

gnanUudunlg Uy insidlesuuumant kagunuiimendnnisunasesiuulanideniuen

mawiusgdudaszaindu visaudnedein mnlugedsauanin wisAmaugninuaivayy
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sruUutuAnGw s ma nseiendedhigunasenduauufmn nsglngdnd nsenmsidnegin
19 Ingdnandnnis “euinsmusnwn” wseusuinnusy uwalimgualanaganladnmmsanauily
AasUsuda liaenndesiudenulanide waSUssrsulang wazdnsuywvesuainaluvsunlan

adeln FeagyilinmsenauniivsslevisoUssmvudlglauinnd

[
2

2. uuadataIden (liberalism) Tunfli3d86198s “uwiAnaitouaaiadn” (classical

=

liberalism) Ineialunanayedaasdeuraadnadeld aulinaziinduwifnnanisdiowas

megﬁwaaﬂ’ﬂﬂi”mpﬁ"ﬁs'ﬁ'aLé?sm L% U John Locke, John Stuart Mill, Adam Smith,
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Montesquieu, Alexis de Tocqueville 1 usiu walufl Te3dvaziuulAnaifenaisaiuni
(Kantian liberalism) 1ag0198 9uunAnuasa U (Immanuel Kant) wazsead (John Rawls) 7
1ASUBNTNANIIANUANIINATIUN NULUIAMES ReuaeUselevitey (Utilitarian liberalism) Tag

pnedanAnveslaaiuman waveras1edsulRninUSvAudue Waduyinns iy

Tuniisde “s1nguvetafiusuey1Aasssu” (Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals)
AmuviLauedn singuvesdasssulildunainanuadmisingrmansd, anaidentsmau,
Useindl, 81u1955, Araudns n3edninalag neusndsi wazlulauiainaiuldudes
(inclination) AeludaLs1 1Yu AUlUNLE sanUFIngI AUABINTT RUTdum19 we
JINFIUVOABTITUNIIINUANG (reason) wazdasnnlunisimvuenuLes (autonomy) vasdaian

yAAa (individual) Astiy wnnaiuBasnniasfasssudslienauenvinainduld uivaizifenu

D

Aasssuidu “uthi” (duty) Faduiusy (obligation) Aeausuliaweu (responsibility) Tunis

[

LA (respect) ANAFSLuRLe4 (dignity) vasauidunywdvesiisiaiwasynauataniaiu

al

lneeil Aasssudufnndasnmvisewdanlunisldmeraiionnseyinddignessienuiowes
' o A0 v oo = Y A& I a ¢ a Mg 1
udaza AN sgduuUle g AdaudsiuaTandananildendulinddefasssy usldlydn
s1azdennisnszvifignasslamugnnela mszeslsiiandu “Anugndesmisdasssu”
(moral rightness) l@fesaguuguvesnnusuiinvausionsnsndnaasauilunyudveadingm
LDLAENNAULEANDNIANY AU N1905EYINLAY NIQNABININAASTTN F9azlllndng 1aTan uag
v £ a < M v v =~ « a wva i a 1 =Y & v
Anarsanudunyudlild anuvdnnisid “esUUineuyvend lunesiudinaieansegou

lugsiilugamneiaue wazlildaruiunvdithunsods” (Kant, 2002, p. 19)

Usaerdasssunuumuilauwddeymnisld@asssuidu “iaseelio/i8” (instrument/

L 5 PN o a A 1 <, 44' o a
means) g “L0mang” (ends) M319BIN1T INSIEuIAnlag NiNeddasTsuduinIesilionsou
aal 1 [l 1 6 1 6 1 a @ a =
Falugmuneunsedns wu Anuay, Usvlewidiunuy, Usslevidmsy, ieiduaud, twens
< v a1 A A d' U a Y - Y a v v
Jugunasesiiunieiis, iieuaninnuinfanenszidn, iieauduAweInd 184 a3ue19gnld
TunsasilinasnmuazAnd a3 vesuywdlaiaus winiswiudnestieliussgidinunasiigg
wiatu ienndgninislddasssulunisasdaasnmuasAnfasvosuyed AuiIvauadn
= b = | & aa & = = Y Ay o a '
AassTudoalilvinsodenioigiievssqulminelng usfasssudumiidessuidnvoumenis

a o £ o = s 1 = ' aa
imanludasnimuazanamsauduuyydoeusanteuly anuainuvestalanyanaid

Aasssu Fudumnuainnuvesenudunysdiiivanawazdasnnlunisdnduladendeyding
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Aassanduunesld Sidmaevemues wagtemie ieuuyuddietu vuddnesmans
i nnweInuekar AuduaNa Ay Taefioindns linm wazanuiauenaly “Adlaqly
fsfuies” K dwsumuindinsazdinavsiudeninngyune udlumnafasssuifiesuadn
wandnavsauduifioud Inendnnstinisiamnsosdrendniufonsdadriuasasnm
vossznvuiiamnglag 1§ nssusdniuanainminesiunaisniedeauasinld flane

lunsainnsidansuaziasnntus) [Wudunsenednsuaziasnneesauduyingy

o I3 = = & A » (e

AUTIAULYDIAIY LATNNN9ARSTIH (moral freedom) fie “lainmnngluy” (internal
freedom) g dasnmaastaanyaralunisldivsnawasiand i vuanuedlinseinny

a ~ ) o = . = =] D)
NAHATITUNYNADY LALAININNINTTLUD (political freedom) LU “la@sninnisuen” (external
freedom) N8RS LETANIINNITUNINUIDENA INYARGDY INFIAUNTBTT L3 nnnely
JeuiuAusuRaveuveslalnyaraegvanysal vz ilas nwaneusniluntifivessgies
Jusosuazunies nseudaasnmnisdasssy UfiasmsderudaBunfasssuaindiuiamianis
ULy linandunstedudabenainmann maudng 61193 Ussindnedany uazdue
wsizdndalanyprasznszvhedslifasssuldnneiliowiaiunsaldivauamvunandiusues

Y = v v o oA = & < 1 o o
auadliognuas nstidudadenugniadasssununnudela Adeudanansldivananay
LEATNTDINULBININETY VauzTinseuAnEEawnansdewesriwi Wuaiawiiaguugiudn

vaasgiastiey (liberal state) 2 Usen s Mg

wandeilias (negative tenet) fod1ansuasnannisneg wuuasien luldaguuingiu

wielaunvmuluimiifeanunug, idmnedenanilag vestinuywe uaglanyiml

>
o o

NNAIFUIMTEAUTYY IR Anly SpaTileuiiuguanisniglunseviignimunlaeg
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>
qul o

wanmsuavandsinarai Sdluinsevinsleq tleuntewmSeaiuayunanmionatude
Ing wamizauan (positive tenet) 93171518819 9N TIdavlussvauiaT Ty
Uszipulnemaseguuitugiuveandnnsitin waideaynaugiiudvessiuienasgn
pmnisldasredimguadn lugruewaidonasuazmniion wanwivsaInsauaniuaey
sz imniuazuamdonnasigeususauiuld samuazudnnmsdnardioeien

HIWDIMITAIN “UgaaIsITay” (public reason) vevasay Fuiuiiuguiiluvesnaty
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augaunan19n1ndes uazifunsovvesnisanidesmToadusewe i uisesarssal

#N9 (Mealand, 2015, p. 2)

Y

nade 11 Spasiouvsessueuias deuusziulee lulyssniidwmuneaivayurie

<9

o

duasuanm ANNA Aasssumuanudenismaun wisedusvguuulag widussnsnwinen

=

as we3nm anuanenadu “nAinnans” linadeaadnnaulddenauaieaiunsiding

Y v A

AnuAnudieniamaw wieusvgilee Ald sufelu “anuiediuyana” auinuesfisnels

a A

PSOLAUIPEINSUFLDY AS1UNEUANTNANSLES NI ULUUREIAUYDIAUDY WaAIENFNINAIY
) | v & Py ° = A & « = =~ oA » a v
A9nand Usenvudldudvesdiunadegniedndy “nallesaiuaziviniien” Mazvaunsald
wiaraassarlunisanifie wiertuuszinuans saede MAetuans anugfsssy wse
navslovivesdiusiy Taglivniamnuidenismaul @asssuidulsosnnudodiudaigun
a ¥ [} [ 1 U =2 YV « [~3 ) G « <

NgUas INUANNITAINETD 5339989 “Lunatmnenme” (value neutral) 38 “idunananig

Aaun” (religious neutral) 9819LATIATA

| s a 4 da a L. . . = o o a
ABUNTAFLAUDLUIAA “LETUBUNIINTIBY” (political liberalism) F9a@ATUNY “NEEd)

ANUEFATIIU” (A Theory of Justice, 1971) YBUVNNDIT NANANNYATITUNHIANFINITA

a519vulananusudevastalanyanaiunUssyuanadfuuy “@an1ususnisu” (original
position) fia @nugANAugnauuNAtiegneld “Utuisnnulids” (veil of ignorance) wsing
Ausnslianunmuazanunsaivesnues ynaudududasyaintouludiudanee wu 1lu

ATZANNANUAINNIIAIAN ANFUT TRIUTITU DARNIILNA NTEITIANITNIANYAIN LU A

a

LTS BauLD YiseAUltNBEmMIeTnIve I aa1n 18 EwiasaufoiinnueaJuuyudy

NN ] a o =«

fimna (rational being) warsaINSHTINNANAAWINTMRNaIE ARl Saaddududn nis

I~ a wva 1 v

lugnugaun¥nvesdsanuianasiuasimanaiugfsssudmsudnfoujuasuduluaniuy

LY a

wsnisuinfisusaziludaszaindeuladiusinieg Ainat 15ezasmanaueRsITUT UL

Lilyenauauemausyleviuuuiiynegivtouladiudilag vaenuios 19U iomauIvedLT)

Y
1 v a

V3oLloan UEN LY el LTuAuYeInLLeY WANANANNERSITNITgNIMUATULNEAB UMY
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1 o = 1 [

P ci A & ¢ v Ay v Ada aa I
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vundnnisesls JneiBelviiuesussqihmanedindildunian wiuoui wdnanugfsss
fuguiianansalindnusefuudusasauannsntdTiafidmuanudosmsfiuansrmainuans
1 Rdevdnenugisssuiiugiu 2 Usenisil

1. namasAMTiuTEN (the principle of equal liberty) unanvseduamnay
Fosiliasnmiieauazaseunquuiniign vaasnmlunisledinsauds winmmnau
Aty nIsuaAdeen L3NNI 3 mmnIndes nsneseauiny uaydug oyl

YOULYNYINITAITMT N INILLU UG I UV IYAAADY

2. anAIUANAN (the difference principle) (Juvanysesui) mﬁmnagﬂmmw
(FeonSeu 19U 809U YNANTNUALEYY 959 93lATUnSTIemAIINTY m"’ﬁ@mﬂgﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁa§
fohasanniriuitugiusneg Aoni wy msidhdeusnisamssaly mMaEnw) MIsYINEIUIA
gy doudhu “Gns” Assimhiidesmnsenlss ilelsimaidosmnaudniuainsaiioslsiasnim
lumslsFinuaznisudedulusoweg mumananueisssudousaldoerumniiennnigaii

atululd (9 Rawts, 1971, pp. 266)

zuINseadladivan “Sasninyne@asssu” (moral autonomy) vesauvitusuly
Junan “Basnimmneanisiiles” (political autonomy) dmsumuvingdasssuanaintulaain

::1' & vaa ° a a ! % | 3
ﬂ']iV]{j'ﬂlf'ﬂﬂ‘u‘ﬂﬂaL‘Uu[?;ljllE]aiﬂWWIUﬂWiﬂ']“lﬂu@mu&]ﬁ/ﬂﬁﬂaﬁiill ﬂ@LLmagﬁUISULWGlNa@UWQLTJU

a

BTN TNTNAVRIAAUT UTTindlnazdu NMUANgAaSITNYUNIVUFIUVBINITLAITNAIIY

a

<y & Yal = . .

W UNUYURULRANAVLETNINLAEANLALDAA (free and equal rational being) U8 9AULDILAE
VnAw LazdmsusoadudnanugisssuiiugiuaesUsznisnaina adatuldainnisinawdionduy
Yaa (J = ! A ! ! v 1 I « = =
AilgaTnIMAvuAnwedlun1aNIsled NaNIAE iazAuAAsENTNIIAueR Y “nallloas
wazLYLauenIn” (free and equal citizens) Tun135 i 0AUIIAIUANAIAIAUARA N ALY
a U a = o &4 & = A ¥ = a Y
gAsITU INUANBATNNNIMTILBIRINENY lenalllasaiuazivinieudnsiuaniisunenu
&

130981571900y NaUszlevddIusIn AUERsIIN N13HDTBI8IWALAZANTH19Y FednTudedld

« 9 . & 1% a [ = Y] wa a =3 PN
WANaaN51584e” (public reason) AsldmgnaiuiivuleuiensanisUyaAngninieslsinui

o

v

wardlnanau ludnwazduiiemaules nishidviomaunasinuaiuisaseususwdule

agadlmaNadn wevignsangniniuug iinusslesisiuiuwnvnaue wgfsssy dedu 39l
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ATUIANULENFIAUNNTBARSITN SulTUAMUBLAETUNSTTINNRAIUFIYBILARLAUNTD
wiaznguuaaarinusmandies wseldluleulvdesesluiesasisae insznisnszvinguiiy

Y a

finaziinenudaudazendeasusmiulils msizusazeau uiazanuensdasssusien

=4 1 dl a

fodnanuevewenugniian 8ndieila vievinnqumauilayuzlunisanifiosioseuad

q

o

wilgnisivuauleuievsedyafngrunenuniudovesnguaauitiug fdeuldefsssuse

nauAuituiemaudu uazaulsitfuiiemann (g Sandel, 2009, pp. 247-249)

wndnat e “nseudns deukenaaruiiugisisals (public) oendanmarusiuaaue
(private) iilednisugnassdaioonsiniu Avialinsinrwaumgaunadaosuvude ‘A7
FUNATUNATITIT’ AU “AIINAUNGFUNAT UG . ka5 TeunrelanseuAnssi1adeu
(secularism) vuomaunthusosdusaiilbiasoinltitutoambemamsaesld §19s
nandnuvunileide Yssiduniamadesidanutuaisisasliannsalsmauniutesisls

maUILenNoenInnITIded...” (SluA 1ALIUEII, 2560, T 21)

1 = = [ 1 v 1 o Ay Yy o A
MNUBIDENINUSHULNEU ‘ngﬁmmm a'JULW]L'Uuaﬁmisﬁﬁaﬂﬂ’ﬁﬂﬂﬂ5@\1"0']ﬂﬂ'3']mLGUQ
~ A a = vada aa = =
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(%
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& Y 1o Al a a . & A a v = 1 =
1ue uluasgintuirzvese3alada (Aristotle) Afhmnaiodaeasulinadedussqiiens
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Y
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A -4 % v v v a = a %
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81119355 d9Au USayARadu nsuNstdenldiinnunnud oty luidudunsiased ez

= d'
Laiﬂ']W"U@\‘luﬂﬂa@u

Inglansifiannda “L@3nInnieenaun” (freedom of religion) fifeidunfininaiania
mauty geuduiusegralnadaduiaininlunisnm (freedom of speech) ta3n1nlunis
Lan98en (freedom of expression) kagAUAIIUNINATOUAGUALETNINAIE “UTLas” (reject)

=) « a ) v v 14 1} a -9 a a ! “«
w38 “Wagwu” (change) auiiy deszylute 18 wisufuaanainmednsuusesuin “yn

AUTENS AN INN WNAIIUAMAY, UIUSTSY UASAIAN), ANSUTINTININTILUFYUMIAUIVSD
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AT OVDINUAIL, TINVUATNINT V0N I1Ma 1 ooy Tunuauauluyuvy, luiiaisisas
WT0dIUA 3, NITAOUAITUINTOAIIUT B, N1TUNUR, NI15YYT UagnI15Usenauiisnssus19g”
(Cliteur, 2010, p. 173)
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famfe dgasden “Wunanmenudn” Idasavie Tudlewdnds @iam anaue
AanuLAnES douffe “Aue1” (values) wuuvils uasidugadmdnifgaitendudunay
Uniles Gegonsanuiedaudaiuandmaniissdnuion viesgmausineg Wudududuuay
Untles fatfu awidenhigiedtondunaomanueldoanils Vssiulonnguilewduanudou
i (paradox) vpaasen watnussenastennazaunaudn wnlddananans w@snm A
anenadu “nAninans” uda AnuuandmaInatsn1naAl ALl e mrawt Usugn
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Asseg uiulaegruas waslleUaanurnaurazaulldaseNaziionAuel AMUTe AU
a dd a
Aasssuwuulag Aldmufinuesfionela aamLﬂuaqmuaﬂmmiummLﬂuuuw SRR FRHITRER
ANAATIUAILDIDENNLYIDI mumwaﬂmLaiusmauaumLUuﬂmmwuﬁmwLﬂuﬂmmﬂmqaaﬁﬂ‘w

MsuanANALANAIa vasvestalanyArausayAuTiiaL AU UL Ul UL

dnUsziiufie axuoninigaiduuiiisasnumanans @3am mwmamammﬂuﬂ ANNAN
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Tianuuandrsainvatstululamiuiligs sy %’gm‘%ﬁammﬂmmaauaim AR N
warflesfisldSudeuiy 1y mundnarugfsssuded 2 vesseadietratafnnsfiugiudieg

[

2 S, Dy = d = v aa d

u “ans” veswalesiiSiinihiidesdnasslv Lwaiwwammmmmwm 096 davauisaly
a M ! Y oA = | v v o « Aoy, A A Ao ¢

a3 nlusessineg Ifegraviniion Fauiveuinfsdesiamn “Aaif” wie “Aeiiuselowd

FN9°)” LU TEUUUTNITANSITULANNY IAN1TANYITIRAINTANY @5 9uagaasuoTnyvainany
A P a " . a = a o a a ]

WORDUAWDY “La@3NINTIUIN" (positive freedom) A Lasnmlunisidennszyindainuloaiy

MANLANANTAINRAEYBINALLTDT UsziAuiiilonaumuyiausualiad asdmaudy
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duniuliaduivszloviguarmasduauaiddgluguzdudmnensdasssuuas
WhmnevealeuiesgaauuAnUsslevifen (utilitarianism) wisghifanuveusiniar fez
o vUsgleviavdruminyimvatenanasainla luauises “ineieasnin” (On Liberty)
Buduin “taanymeadeasrasiing (sovereien) Miudass Tansmiladin $19meuasinloves
pukseeNaNysal” (M, 2018, p. 21) uavi “wywerIdoglanilsuinnid daenisuaselvie
arAulTT3nluuuuis Y neaTuTIg wnuites Uaauliusasauledinlunuuiiaudug 15uins”
(Ibid, p. 28) Tnendnnisiiaanyaeausiasausdesiiadnmwlumsidenamua anude maun
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o
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o
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dasewidonldtinauinuiuidlauiniian

o = =
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A
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Araun i duasssumedeay dnnetgmuinninfazundam Wy 1wesnsua Sawaa
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