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# # 6280071924 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Regional Power, Middle East
Panatsaya Paholdaecha : SAUDI ARABIA IN THE CONFLICT BETWEEN SAUDI
ARABIA AND QATAR DURING 2017 - 2021. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHOOKIAT
PANASPORNPRASIT

This research paper aims to study factors behind Saudi Arabia's decision to
cut off diplomatic relations with Qatar during 2017 - 2021 by consulting with the
regional power concept. The study finds that Saudi Arabia manipulates its leading
power to control all political directions in the Middle East region, and not allowing
Qatar's potential and roles to exceed Saudi Arabia in any dimensions. This is due to
the fact that since the 2000s, Qatar has pursued its foreign policy to enhance its
roles in the Middle East region, being perceived by Saudi Arabia as an attempt to
expand its influence in competition with Saudi Arabia. The severing of diplomatic
ties with Qatar is seen as a sign of Saudi Arabia's superiority, using its severe
punishment measures to preserve power, influence and interests of Saudi Arabia,
and reorganizing the Middle East region by bringing Qatar back to its circle of power

and follow the direction from Saudi Arabia.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccccoevieennnee

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature .........cccevvvernne.
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