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This independent study aims to examine the relations between the
United States of America and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam from the Obama
administration to the Biden presidency to understand why the U.S. prioritizes its
relations with Vietnam and to answer the question: how U.S. foreign policies
toward Vietnam have been a continuity or change among the three
administrations? By using the concept of partnership-alliance as the framework, this
paper argues that the foreign policies of Obama’s Pivot to Asia, Trump’s Free and
Open Indo-Pacific, and Biden’s Indo-Pacific Strategy, through promoting security
and economic relations, have the same main objective of countering the rise of
China as a new power challenging the U.S. superpower status in Southeast Asia.
However, the three foreign policies differ in their approaching methods toward

Vietnam according to the concept proposed by each administration.
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