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# # 6480096824 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Indo-Pacific, Hedging Strategy, Australian Foreign Policy
Pimchanok Boonpok : The Indo-Pacific Concept and Australian Foreign Policy under
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHOOKIAT PANASPORNPRASIT,
Ph.D.

This research paper studies and analyses the Indo-Pacific concept and Australian
foreign policy under Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. The research consults with Evelyn Koh’s
Hedging Strategy concept, examining Australian foreign policy approach in three key elements:
first, indirect or soft balancing by using the U.S. to counterweight China’s influence in the region;
second, complex engagement with China at political, economic and strategic levels; lastly,
enmeshing a number of regional great powers in order to maintain a stable region order. This
research analyses key factors of political and economic dynamic in the Indo-Pacific region, as
well as Australia’s Indo-Pacific concept and its implications on Australian foreign policy under
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. The study is based on official documents, statements delivered
by top officials of the Australian government, secondary literatures, academic journals and news
reports during 2015 - 2018. This research argues that Australia under Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull develops its own hedging strategy by adopting the Indo-Pacific concept to expand its
strategy which covers India and the Indian Ocean since such approach would provide Australia
a room to ‘hedge’ its interests from the challenging regional power shifts. Therefore, its middle-
power status allows Australia to craft its hedging strategy with its own characteristic. The strategy
is determined to maintain Australia’s engagement with all regional powers without strongly
containing or balancing China, but rather encourage China to abide by multilateral rules and

norms which Australia is promoting.
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