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This thesis is designed to investigate the local context of Tai Yai migration from
Burma into Mae Hong Son by studying how th¢ transnational community is formed on the
regional level. The year 1962-1997 were chiosen as the time span for this study in order to
focus in detail on the people generally categotized as Tai Yai refugees/ displaced persons.

Much attention is paid to the imnmigrants’ interaction with local people, which is
iilustrated in their settlement and assimilation process. In order to se¢ the phenomenon
from the inclusive viewpoint, this study also covers the cause of the migration flow on the
Bunnseside,mcrcspomcoftheThaigovmmmn.mdgwgaphic,histoﬁwland
demographic conditions of the receiving society, Mac Hong Son.

In Mae Hong Son, despite their official title as refugees/ displaced persons, the
immigmtsseemtohemognizedbythemanbexsofthehostsocietyorbythemsemsina
different way than what outsiders would imagine so-called refugees/ displaced persons.
This is due to the peculiasity of the Tai Yai migmation in Mae Hong Son that it has been
constantly existed since the establishment of Mage Fong Son, and it has been based on the
strong historical links with the Tai Yai community on the Burmese side.  Utilizing the pre-
exxsﬁnglmhagswnhthemmgwmmcmmmmmﬁdandmnfommem:ks
_withﬂmlomlvﬂlﬂgm.mdgmduauybwomcmmﬁmofthehiﬁiwmmmﬂymm
Hong Son. Active intemction between the immigrants and the local villagers could be
observed during the course of the field research.

This study reveals that the immigrants’ settlement and assimilation process are
smnglymﬂumcedbymehistowandpwuﬁaﬁtyuftheplaecinwmwmemigmﬁmmks
place. In Mae Hong Son, these conditions provide the immigeants with the networks as
smmmmmmmmmmm;mmmmm
assimilation in the receiving society are cami¢d out smoother than other cases. This
induces the next flow of the immigrants, and maintains and characterizes the migration
system in this area. It also becomes clear that the local villagers see and response to the
influx of the immigrants from different perspective from those of the Thai government.  So,
further analysis of the migration phenomensa in the local perspective is suggested.
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