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VIMOLPATRA TUNGANAGA : COMMUNICATION FACTORS RESULTING IN THE
INNOVATION ADOPTION OF ECO-AGRICULTURAL SUBSTITUTION OF OPIUM GROWING
AMONG HILLTRIBAL PEOPLE IN NORTHERN THAILAND : AREA UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
THE ROYAL PROJECT FOUNDATION

THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.THANAVADEE BOONLUE ,Ph.D., 215 pp.ISBN 974-17-4724-1

The objective of this research is to investigate communication factors resulting in the innovation adoption of
eco-agricultural substitution of opium growing among the hilltribal people in Northern Thailand area under the
patronage of the Royal Project Foundation .

This research is qualitative by using an in-depth interview with 9 potential target groups. Those groups are
categorized according to the Royal Wish Responding group ; groups classified by plant types : vegetables , flowering
plants and field crop commercial vegetation ; the agricultural extension workers ; the Royal Project Foundation
co-ordinators ; the patrol policemen ; the opinion leaders ; and early adopters totaled 25 key informants.

Findings: Factors resulting in the adoption of the innovation of eco-agricultural substitution of opium growing
comprised 1. Innovation diffusers: project initiators , project officers , project’s volunteers , early adopters , networking
and partnership with some strategic characteristics , i.e. credibility, trust , friend making , two step flow communication
2.Messages are substancially divided into 3 categories: a) technical transferring b) suggesting and recommending
c) Inducing innovation 3 .Communication or media channel emphasizes person media and two step flow
communication such as: training program , opinion leader as mediator, in school junior farmers training program ,
conflict avoidance tactics , local volunteers , officers’ working methods ', and audio-visual 4.Hilltribal adopters as
motivating and reinforcing factors.

Project officers assumed 9 key roles to diffuse the ‘eco-agricultural substitution of opium growing namely:
1) educator 2) persuader 3) consultant 4) facilitator 5) co- ordinator 6) driver/motivator 7) social development worker

8) project salesman 9) change agent

Department/Program Public Relations Student ‘s signature........c.oooooiiiiii
Field of study Development Communication AdVisSOr's signature...........cccoovioiiiiiiiiiiiieninnn.
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