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# # 4485139128 : MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD: DISCOURSE/ SUICIDE NEWS/ NEWSPAPERS/CONSTRUCTION OF DISCOURSE
SUNEERAT LIMPANAVIVIT : DISCOURSE IN SUICIDE NEWS IN THAI NEWSPAPERS
THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.WILASINEE PHIPHITKUL, Ph.D., 218 pp. ISBN 974-17-
6253-4.

The objectives of this research were to study 1) what news issues were comprised in suicide
news in Thai newspapers 2) what discourses were constructed in them and 3) what means were used
for constructing discourses by Thai newspapers. To study in suicide news of Thairath , Dailynews ,
Khaosod newspapers appearing on the first page with headlines, lead and body in 2001-2002. The
news issues were conducted through content analysis. Discourses and means of constructing
discourses were conducted according to discourse analysis concept. Furthermore, interviewing 3
newspapers about the process of discoures production.

The result of this research revealed that suicide news consist of causes of suicide, sex , status
and reputation of suicide and the suspense of suicide. Discourses in suicide news have 12 categories
. a discourse on issue of woman and child abuse which results from sexual problems that causes
suicide , a discourse on issue of serious problems causing man suicide , a discourse on issue of
suicide as deviant behavior , a discourse on issue of woman being a fallen victim and weakness
causing suicide , a discourse on issue of legal and social punishment being solved by suicide , a
discourse on issue of the psychosis or major depressive disorder being one of the factors causing
suicide , a discourse on issue of woman bahavior causing man suicide with love and relation cause , a
discourse on issue of doubt in suicide , a discourse on issue of the effect of drugs causing suicide , a
discourse on issue of imitation and obsession of media causing suicide , a discourse on issue of
sexual deviant people often-obsessed about-sexual problems causing-suicide , a discourse on issue
of teacher bahavior being involved in student suicide. As to all categories of discourse, love and
relation cause-abundantly supports-11 categories, therefore, suicide .is constructed of reality on love
and relation cause being the most factor of suicide.

As to means of constructing discourses, Thai newspapers use news values, the context of
communication, reproduction, myth and sterotype repetition, binary, the reference to moral and law ,

personalization, only one cause explaination and deconstruction through newspapers.

Department......... Journalism..................... Student's signature..........coooviiiiiii
Field of study....... Journalism..................... Advisor's signature..........ocooiiiiii

Academic year...... 2004...............
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