
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1•1 Background

I:lJMla brasiliensis or Para rubber (family of Euphorbiaceae), a tree

originating from the Amazonian area (Archer, 1965), is the most important and

commercially exploited plant for natural rubber (NR) production. It was first planted

in Thailand in 1901 by Praya Rachadanupadit Mahidsorn Prakdee (KO. Simbee) in

Trang Province. At present, rubber plantations are distributed nearly all over the

country. In 1998 Thailand produced 2,075,950 tons of natural rubber of which

only 186,379 tons were used by the local rubber industry and the rest was

exported (Figure 1.1, Thailand Rubber Statistic; 1999). The major exported rubber

products in 1998 are rubber tires (37%) and rubber gloves (36%) which made

up more than25, 000 million baht or 75% of exported products. (Figure 1.2)

Figure 1.1 Natural rubber production of Thailand (Thailand Rubber Statistics,

1999)
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