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~ This thesis aims to study Thai comtry songs from historical aspect
in order to understand their origins and adapation in Thai- social context from
1938-1992 -

The study reveals that a large number of people from the country
migrated to work as labourers in the capital as the result of the expansion of
capitalism after the Second World War. These country.people experienced new
urban culture, including modernisation and Thai.pop songs which became new
entertainment of city.people. Pop music could draw great attention from the
country people working in the capital and gave some of them initiatives to .-
create their own music whose lyrics clearly reflected the characteristics of
country lifestyle. This music gradually developed to become Thai country songs.

From 1964, country songs became more.popular among country.people due ¢
to their style which blended traditional world of the country people into the
modern world of the city. Moreover, artists' attempt to build up their
relationship with the country.people via media even made country songs more
,popular among the latter. . . \

Suraphol Sombatchareon, one of the nation's great country song artists,
contributed tremendously to the creation and wide-spread of country music during
his rise to stardom and even after his death in 1968. At the same time, country
music business was brought under the influence of capitalists' management and
their style was alsc influenced by modern pop song. Against this background,
Thai country songs still managed to maintain their main features, in the forms
of lyrics, rhyme and local tradition which reflected the lifestyle ofﬁib-country
.people. In addition, they clearly expressed social and economic inequality of
.people living in the cities and those living in the country as a result of
unequal expansion of capitalist development. The fact that migrations of the-
country.people did not affect their ability to contribute to economic growth
and to maintain their local culture made all parties concerned, especially
government and business sectors.pay more attention to Thai country songs and
local culture. This was another factor contributing to the growth of the
country songs in Thai society.
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