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## C731521 : MAJOR GOVERMENT
KEY WORD : ROLE / INFLUENCE / INTERIOR MINISTRY OFFICERS / THAI SOCIETY

RUECHAGORN JONJEWUTI ,POLLT.COL . : THE ROLE AND INFLUENCE OF INTERIOR
MINISTRY OFFICERS IN THE THA! SOCIETY. , THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. PRAYAD

HONGTONGKUM , 191 pp. ISBN 974 -634 -156 -1

The research is aimed at studying the roles and importance of the Interior Ministry
officers in the Thai +~ ‘iuty by examining the roles of the Ministry that cause its influence |, its
unique characteristics , its reactionary effects , and the expansion in the scope of its influence.

These all impact the Thai politics and society.

The methods used in the study are documentary research and in-depth interviews of

both government officers and civilians.

The outcome of the study shows that the government , roles , and authority of the
interior Ministry , which have had a long , continual development , are the factors that cause
its strong bureaucratic structure.  In addition , the traditional Thai political cuiture still influence
people’s views of politics. This , in turn results in an increased importance of the Interior

Ministry officers.

The importance of these officers has gradually but steadily and continually increased
in all directions. This has a reactionary effect on people’s views of politics ,in that they come to
accept the importance of the officers, Also , both directly and indirectly , the roles , functions ,
and power of the Interior Ministry , as well as the Thai society and politics are all affected the
Interior Ministry becomes the center of politics. Its resources have been used for various
purposes. As a result the Interior Ministry seems like a political tool for the écquisition of social

and political power which have been realized by many poiiticians.
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