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This study set out to examine the conditions making for collective action in the form of
grassroots environmental movements, the movements objectives and the methods used to achieve them. The

'siudy confined itself to the Thai case of the ‘Asscmbiy of the Poor (Smucha Khon Jon) in 1§96-97
g

The study found that government strategy of export-led industrialization, in spawning_policies
iwhic:h adversely affected the Tivelihood of the poor, especially in rural communities, was the necessary
condition for their emergence. Sufficient conditions comprised organizational development and social and
political opportunity structures. Organizational development factors included the creation of an organization®
‘autonomous of the state and political partics, resource mobilization capabilitics, active involvement of the
ngricw:d, collective leadership, considerable assistance from NGOs, zffective management of protest
activities and the creation of ir;tra-organiZationai learning pfoccsscs. These made for collective action. Such
organizational development was made possible by the then existing béntext of a social opportunity structure
{ f environmentalism as a social current and a political opportunity structure wherein state control was not

arsh. |

‘s

' The movement's objectives were found to have been meore than grievance redress, They
mcluded the advocacy of policy, of legal changes, and of popular participation in public dac:snon makmg.
'Thc strategics employed included the organization of an extensive nctwork and cmpowerment through'
|alliaxtcc-malmtg with NGOs and academics and obtaining public sympathy through media cooperation. Ani
thesc made for a certain level of success in pressuring the govcmment tc concede to the movement zzI
Eobjc.cnvcs.
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