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Between May, 1936 and Mamﬁ::'/ﬁﬁ.”variuus political factions in Cochin
China attempted.to_form an.Indochinese. Congress. The Congress was to be a
“people’s assembly” in which the Vietnamese could negofiate colonial reforms with
the French authorities. Although it reflected the genuine colonial policy of the french
for reform and liberalisation of the Indochinese colony, such and attempt brought
to the suface the competition amonag the different political factions. Even though the
Congress movement was aventually suppressed by the Frenchauthorities, it provided
the Indochinese Communist Partywith easy access to the masses-and helped the
partyto expafidits political activities into the Mekong Deﬁ& ofCochip Chinainthe latter
half of the 1930's.
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. Daniel Hemery. op. cit. p. 387
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«. 1o work among the masses. They tried to organise the masses by revolutionary ideas and
1o use permanent and violent methods to make them turn against French rule ... In August (1938] in Cochin China,

there were 800 action committees, 250 af which were illegal...They organised 150 meetings and distribuled tracis...

{English transtation TaugiEtu)
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La Lutte. 3 Juin 1936, 18 Septembre 1936, 1 Novembre 1936,
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