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NITNATSHA LAOWTRAKUL:. A STUDY OF THE COMMUNICATIVE SITUATION OF EXAMINING

WITMNESSES IN THAI CRIMINAL COURT : AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF COMMUNICATION APPROACH

THESIS ADVISOR :PROF. AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT Ph.D. | 13% pp.

The purpose of this thesis Is to analyze the structure of the communicative situation of the examining
witnesses in a criminal court to find oul how many communicative events it has and how they are arranged.
The thesis also aims to describe the components of each communicative event. The data on which the
analysis is based were taken from observing in the gotiftrooms of Nakornpathom provincial court six different
cases of examining witnesses, which are diﬁideﬂ into three cases of examining plaintiffl witnesses and three
cases of examining defense witnesses.

The results reveal that this communicative situation consists of eight communicative events in this
order. opening, taking an oath, asking & witness's persenal information, examining, cross examining, redirect
examining, reading testimony, and closing. The boundary between events is marked by a shift of the
purpose.

The analysis of the cgfnpune’nts f._'rf c«amr;@_niqaﬁve events shows that the participants are the judge in
charge of the case , the call-in-witness lawyer, and the opposite lawyer as a questioner, the witness as an
answerer, the side judge, the courtroom officer, the penitentiary officer, the defendant and the passive
audience. All the events take place i|_'| the courtroom where the seating positions are separated clearly for
each participant: a tribunal for judges. the desks for lawyers and the courtroom officer, a bar for the witness
and the bench for the penitentiary-officer prisonerand other paticipants. The time is 2.00-12.00 or 13.30-
16.30, There are five types of events; opening, taking an oath, asking and answering questions, reading the
conclusion, and closing. The topic is to find truth from the witness who knows the details of the case for the
judgment later. The main content of the events is asking and answering questions. The participants use
Standard Thai and non-verbal language to/ communicate with one anather. Altogether, seventeen speech
acts are found. They are giving commands, paying respect, taking oaths, making references, asking,
answering, explaining, breaking off, warming, arguing, repeating, telling, requesting, asking for allowance,
thanking, accepting and informing. 1 is found that paying respect is the most salient speech act. The rules of
interaction are found to consist of ritual rules and speech rules. From these rules, it is inferred that social

status is very important in Thai society.
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The scciolinguistics with which we are concerned here conlributes to



the general study of communication through the study of the organization

of the verbal means and the ends they serve, which bearing in mind the

ultimate integation of this means and ends generally. Such an approach
within sociolinguistics can be called | in keeping with the general term ,
ethnography of communication , the study of the " ethnography of com-
munication ".

{ Hymes 1974 : 8 )

But by an ethnography of speaking | shall understand a description
that is a theary - & theory of speech as a system of cultural behaviour |
a syslem nolinecessanly exotic , but necessarily concerned with the
organization of “diversily.

{ Hymes 1974 : 89 )

The goal of ethnography of speaking can be said to be lo complete
the discovery of the sphere of * rule -governed creativity " with respect
to language , and lo characterize the abilities of persons in this regard.

( Hymes 1974 : 92 )
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giauanunisalifgsiy dnslinmdoaiy sauie ngmnljRniusuazniamazifeaiy
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lﬂﬁt‘HﬁJlnﬂTnIﬁhiulﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ1ﬂLﬁH§ud1 Hear ye , hear ye uaswmnﬁﬁﬁmnmﬁmﬂu
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waznIInATMETITe eI RN imiduauszgniml  Wessangauaniunisodil
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sau 81§ \wafa (Searle,1969.) diauauwrAnTaunsalaliAuaulaludoureants

NAMIBLURT N TUARISFUY ‘iawﬂfﬁﬁmﬁmﬁwh nasndaafiamiubilddudoensuidnian
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i
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HWA M NIFIIENT TN

(2) mangdin (directives) Whunasnaadeniigmladiiiioinddafoile Wy n1ade
N8 MIUUZIT MTEEY

(3) n19nE1LNYIL (commissives) dlunsnanfefitwadenindaladmiisluowan Wy ns

Ay nndfjonm mMaausn
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(5) mengnanlsznan (declarations) WhimsnanafeeiinelWianisnuuasetnedasy vy
mafARLme N1TANEEN NSUsIR

lond  (Hymes,1974) nanadpluuurealsslvauu@daoniadoniaunssldvans
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