Blasco Ibafiez's Visit to Asia During His Tour of the World
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\bafez beqs d the World. He
travelled aboard iR gnla, rr siser tomewhich he would

disembark to visil cg |contiiEntsmight after he returned
home, he stariet _ .. ' n. He did not
intend to be f | : as if he were
dealing with a noy th‘:\u e most were
mﬂsﬂhew 5. :-w_ 0 ‘i‘\‘\\“ 1.;“ absEe '1
a distance. This @ol0 ¢ Ways ap (e move and

did not have 1
with it, bul#als
considered ve

A ‘*':r‘w Moibe familiarized
19, gt '“\ people he

In 1923, Blascg®bafiez stz flsGruise arolipdiihe world aboard the
Francania, a cruiser for millig ars oldand enjoyed international
fame and prestige. The success of of the Apocalypse
in the United States of America i to a market of millions of
readers thal made h|m had never been the same.

Whereas prior fo *m to produce
new works consta afroblem and he
could therefore fulf LY

His plan was" , ip. He traveled in
a group that followed. a demanding schedule that he hardl enough time to
fully appreciate the sights he visited. This did not seem to be a problem since he could

rely on information he ﬂmm his comprehefisive real:l abwt those places. In
n th g| jion of his

expermnms way they ﬂam out al‘ter they went thmugh his tﬂm|:ua|a'z|rr|@vamt.2 In this

a8 Y

vol. Qp. 12 s:noe!.haﬁrst madmgsa‘f my youm | dreamt of saamgthewoﬂd and | don't want
10 leave it '|I|IIhD|.II having had the chance to travel around its roundness.”

%in 1918, Blasco wrote a letler to Julio Cejadar, *Biographical Note,” Collected Works,
Madrid, Aguilar, vol. |, p. 17. He talked about the role of temperament in the writing of a novel:
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crealive process it was not imperative to see everything; to the trained eye of an artist
like himseff, it was enough to know a part of it and to guess the rest by induction. As the
title of this travel book shows -A Novelist's Tour of the World- all he wrote is art and
therefore subjective. The description e saw reflects his personality. In
consequence, this book enables an author as much as the places
he visited.?

Itinerary
To accomplishiglis F i o Jlobe ™ dispensable to have
gnndhealm.enuughﬁme P woiey. W _;:\ ilion.of his health, one can

say that Blasco was wél as going to travel
with his partner Elena A ; y Mingef hardship. It is not
surprising then that, ialfder = kind OMipyage, he chose to
travel in a luxurious cruisghindhgimps ) in his time.

The Americg o88is cise. I started
in New York in Novembe P ] = boat's name was
Franconia, an ocean i J ( - o | ing its maiden voyage
around the world, Everythi J3 i e of Blaseoonly had to choose from
the different land itinerariegiofage napy

Although A Noveligh's “Wogld contains'no map, the detailed

descriptions of the itineraries d suffice to offer the reader with
a mental map. When he was ¢ doing a land route, he always
explained in detail the places he y he chose to disembark or
why he decided to_remai 1 ie never forgol lo

inform the reader & of details about
the means of tra 2. This way his
readers have an adedrale ™' worth pointing
out that he never critigizid the co fhers ,d

At the beginming of the myaga nothing was really new forhim. New York was

a city he knew very we}w his first visit to 315, United States in 1919. Similarly,

“Between realfiy and the work that reproduces that reality there exists a prism that twisls
myﬂ'ung amg its essence, its suui I'llargln«g it: Ihe lemaerament nl the aulm‘jn me,

M]r m:stnhmelasanwemm Idnnlﬁanlnwnleapuﬁﬂcaluramnmmatmalwaabwlm
countries | will visit. | plan to talk about what | see and | will do 5o my way, as if | were describing
people or landscapes of a novel, the difference is that both will retain their real names”.

& - Lo | -
TsmsdneImand 04 33 ariuf 2 (nangiay - Suriey 2547)
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Havana in Cuba could not stir his fascination. Next, he stopped at Panama, a country
he had never been to, but he was there only iuf a few hours. It could be said that San
Francisco, a city that he was also familiar with, marked the real beginning of the
3 set o fsia, the continent in which he feit

or | wall dfnglulu, and eleven days later he

arrived at Yokohama, Japan. During this lang ED e bi.lﬁaed himself attending
lectures given by specialisis he rol Whsahe o
Once he reached halia, he decided 0 l2aue die m.lisar and travel by

land. The plan was to explog i China. This would
be a voyage of intense sixiee - husyr Now that he

would have a chance (Gl he had read and
heard so much about. \
The pace of Jig*travel™dur B5E ? st that he, as well

as fellow travelers from the ifier dnd'sgarat uides \ cover twelve cities in
the three countries. His @@scrgliod ‘ *h . information about

ayed long enough to
familiarize himself with its atdre.” BhE Nan: ?\*\ Fbauuaeufm
readings he had done E; g the cause of his very
keen powers of observalion it E ﬁ’ hmnfTtuu Kyoto,
Seoul and Peking, he hadinly Spe =nadoh \ ostof the visited cities fo
see some of their most imporig
A closer look al his des liscover that the span of time
between the moment he left the Fr gmoment he got back onboard once
mShanghaiwasshurlerh he-ak -his 2 spent traveling from place
to place and visit g%* and reality
succumbed to the My s etiefice

The next s ‘Migis he had at his
disposal he found time , IS"seemed to be the most
adventuresome part ofttie whole tp, for there Was civil unrest in e rst place, and the
pnmhlity of a pirate was high when traveling to the Portuguese colony. But

he was take. His adventlisdus spirit is disclosed in a reply he
o P S B R A R
moming | y. Others

can resist the h:l know Macao but | hEH been bom i Il'i the Iberian F'Bﬂlnﬂl.lfﬂ and in
addition to that | am a writer.™

BRI MR

#Vicente Blasco Ibafez, A Novelist's Tour of the World, vol. |1, p. 175.

TamssnwImani D7 33 aUud 2 (nIngiey - Furny 2547)
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given was unlike that in any other places. However, he had to leave the next day,
feeling sorry because he had no time to get to know this country the way he wanted to.
After that it was six days of sailing before he arrived in Java. This was,
together with Japan, China and Indig, @né Bf lhe places he visited with most interest.
Although he only had two days | yithe of this island, the experience was
unforgettable. What attracte ﬁﬁn,\ its culture was still untainted by
the influence of the : on colony of the Netherlands.
Next were Singapore urma. A w=e o kept the reader informed
of the itinerary. At this poinlthese was 2 : pinted out because of its
significance. His armVeMG nﬂ::r sybgonti & slart of a new phase in
his tour. From now og ] 1 se ""’m common with what he

had experienced in Eas & g thelg i w world. Here people had
similar features to (G@SE inWe s ‘notice as soon as he sel fool in
Rangoon, but his™isit Ues. ; ore days before he
arrived in India and [ e i ; - ality. Once in Calculta
there was anothefSpoaftunity o _ 3 e different options fo
choose from that he e f detai \
Some traveleg@wil 7 mreh.:m:ngtuﬂ'leboal
Others will visit Bgiares & et onboard the Franconia
to sail to Ceylony@énd cirtt 2 In 1 pe mnsula. A few will give up
Ceylon and willFConiie g ough India to meet our cruiser in
Bombay.®

He chose the seug
as traveling by
to see with his ol
travel to Benares " ¢ 1
that Blasco also hag Ihaim& 0 travel north to Darjeeling to see ﬂ'ml-hmalaraafrma
distance. Again, as:t happened with the dasmphonufhls rst land tour in Asia, he
seemed to talk aboutfmars,places than he couldupossibly visit given the limited amount

Somed 0L e G o o bt 1] o

agaif) and still be on time to board the river boat which would sail down the river
takahlmtnwhammeFranmmawtdudmd Hlswtw—inml‘olhgpgdaysl

TN G o B o e e

Slbid., p. 323.
¢ Ibid., p. 327.

10t be as rewarding
#0dld have the chance
R had three days to

- o | [
TrImIensImAaT U0 33 aUun 2 fnIngIny - FHIIAY 2547)
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had only three days in Calcutta, so there was no way for him to get familiar with the
activities of the consuls.

After this first experience inyInd
planned. This time his schedule s{
hours from Colombo if you travebby cal

Back in India he disembarked was |0 travel inland to visit
Delhi and Agra. Once agaiiilierewas g diSiafte lewsover, so the travelers would
have to spend most of thestimestrave . ' : train:

ig the Franconia traveled to Ceylon as
dxatl. He only visited Kandy, a city four

We will cross z
cities of the
frain, sleeping
troubles gilifdia's

w‘sit the most important
@eispend six days in the
ve bought and bear the

After leavi earded [he Sransonia op his way to Sudan,
There he disembafked afain@nd travelkd nartiby Iz 'x' gh this country to cross
the border into Egyp vl Tt | d by boat on the Nile
towards Cairo and A

It is noteworthfthaihisedparience i Eqypt WS Wlaly cifferent from that n
Asia. Whereas he founf thoge 25 akatic alt Al rat ver under-developed, his
encounter with Africa turpéd : : ing. "o him, Africa lacked the

attractiveness of eastern civili 5, Egypt in particular, were within

easy reach for European tourists influenced by eastern civilization.
Prior to_his arcivalifi A ith any other travelers and
he had always edio) ge of traveling ialic=piatas) beyond western
influence. Now ;-; T 0OM Me feeing of b fus' ifiterest in this trip:
“After our long Vey&ge . an an insignificant
excursion [...] We i say (ha FVoyagey ™ This feeling became
more noticeable as #€ got closer to the Mediterranean Sea. By e time he boarded the
Fmrmma again in N n a he had the imp ion Ihal he was on one of his usual
idered himself

alread day away.
r months, he

could h

ardly Ime he ha—d amornplﬁh&d Hus ang Eﬁ Ha had been anznd the
"Vicente Blasco Ibafez, A Novelist’s Tour of the World, vol I, p. 106.
Blbid., p. 263.

e "] sl &
TrImsdnymaad D 33 el 2 (nangiau - fuAy 2547)
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cities in fifteen countries. It had been such an exhaustingly intense experience that it
seemed more like a dream to him.
It is worth mentioning that his original plan was lo write an account of his

voyage up to India. It was later o egwas in the process of writing the book, that
he decided to include his ex is explains why he published the first
and second volumes in A e five months later

Countries

Thmug i
Blasco Ibafez gg
to visit with more ti g
general, he teng
area, This was be
which followed a

olintsigs.in Tiis voyage around the globe,
: S‘ e ones he had the chance
\- ed by land for a while. In

p glled and their surrounding
‘-.‘L ion this voyage was a cruiser
he circling of the globe was

to be complete JThey o oha is visits did not allow for
time to wander arg imiliange wmsell wi % Cotiptry. In a way, his jouneys
resembled thoses ers il enturies, i to the dangers of hostile
populations, only hadl® e !~ stallareas of the countries they

discovered. It is noifs

i \‘ he countries they belong to,
are the feature predomj

5 evident in the titles of many of

the book’s chapters, for e okyo”, “Shanghai the Rich and
Happy" and “The Sacred Ben AT

However, there-i€.3 inclination to highlight the cities in
his travel narralive ! his account of Japan,

Korea, Chin®: tdia-an-the-Fipirb s o =—"'-\"#. that these are the

= Uit in the account of his
W‘jﬂgﬁtﬂ’d‘l the only place where he
could experi absnlule exolicism. Given 1 Westemers in his time
about the history, le, and cultures of exuhc plm Blasco attempted o u!’faf

! W%’ W BRI "

qlJapan

9 HOBSASRISINASREARAS: -

dﬁmptlun was enriched with the information he had collected from his abundant
readings and from what he was told by the people that escorted him during his stay.

TIrIdnssmaaT D 33 aUuf 2 (nTngnny - FuTIAY 2547)
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He was especially interested in traditional aspects of this ancient country. He
needed to satisfy his curiosity and make sure that everything he had read in many
books and seen in photographs was, true Inaww_.r he went in search of a society
completely unaffecled by weslen P‘f that was why he visited temples,
monuments and cities that onig in'e 1 @€ higd reluctantly received some westemn
influence. \‘“ ] f '

This did not ienent

jon to the present situation of
the country. As a eneral impression he had of
Japan, what he stressedie ost , fected its society as a result
of the clash between r‘,ﬂ and liraditic .:"*  aking place at the time of his

visit: “There are § 1 8t h e trend"efimodernization and other
that, because of integadl politics and i v rac II-DITEHhW'g

In his ggifio 8 30 5 silugtion, tNatineeded to be seftied by
choosing one of the 4 traflds i 3 \ % he was hating A wak
in Kyoto he felt i of 1€ re nyagainst foreigners, and
this feeling conditioneg! \ s no longer so inclined
to accept tradition rg@arg whyr he said that if Japan
was 50 willing to imp ¥ }v,‘ need to accept changes and
open itself to the wog al co founding as a society thal crushed

any manifestation
technology and benefit f

Me time, wanted lo impor

The traditional org 5.8 g and has deep roots; but there is
evidence thalyils"| e afidence _of former times. The
suppressing with
2 #" only killed several

25 who didn't sustain

ﬂ’*‘?ﬂﬁinmﬁiw THT

special flerest in what he saw. He only spent three days in Seoul before resuming his
jnumay At the uma of his visit I-{uéa was a countrgsubdued to Japmm:lmmm

"icente Blasco Ibafez, A Novelist's Tour of the World, val. |, p. 307.
"0ibid., p. 308.

TamIdnwImand IR 33 aUuf 2 (nangnny - FuITRY 2547)
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Today the kingdom of the Morning Calm is a continental extension of Japan.
In the first years of occupation, the Japanese were brutal and cruel
Afterwards, once they took caplrel of the whole country with the acquiescence
of all the nations, the Japangs Jqvan jne { has changed ils attitude focusing
now on its agricultuzal’s afafoment. "

He did not payslec—much agenliom=iowine®diplomatic efforts for the
independence of the WOREER"BEESle. Hwas CORVINEEE"ING!, given the international

situation at the mas e 25e ._-‘;-I"?’;g; ga was ireversible. The
possibility that the UnitgaeSt5las"0dyld /o any \ Bhapge the status quo was not
urgent. in his opinioffhe Stesialld hate \;";Q*;\L; Wdelicate situation with
two Spanish ex-Colog | ple i Washingiomgan demand the liberation
of Korea from JapBhesafo; will ‘have 10 des their own position
regarding Puerto Ricg 0 Jsli \

It is obvialt® lefes! indhe countries that he

6'his own country remained
e independence of the
he, (ofean peninsula by the

iething secondary that hardly

visited, Blasco's passig
prevalent. That was 44"
Spanish former colonie;
Japanese. To him, whg
deserved his attention’

China

China-was o f [he Blasga Ibafez the most.
Thanks to his (ga potityvhalit looked like even
before setting fd ogparing what he had
imagined while réaging , be et captivated by this
ancient culture whiclj he fourid i Iis'peaple, architegliire and traditions were
interesting. MoreoVer, something else drew his attention even m@re. The fact that China
was not an empire'> aflymgre but a republic wgs an achievement that he observed with

utmost ign. epnbh sl ygars he defended
his poli aWsﬁ ﬂm ' %ﬁm actions as
an actrws“n was also a Member of Parliament for many . Al the moment of

his visit, the President had not had geal power yet, %m a puppet for tEgenarala

VarhioET e ian i

q "ibid., p. 329.
¥n 1912, China became a Republic,

MamssnyImand 9 33 aUud 2 (nIngInu - FuIIAY 2547)
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Today the kingdom of the Morning Calm is a continental extension of Japan.
In the first years of occupation, the Japanese were brutal and cruel
Afterwards, once they took confrokod lhe whole country with the acquiescence
of all the nations, the Japanés Ve e has changed its attitude focusing
now on its agricultural andindusingl del ol "

He did not pay O@wmuch : matic efforts for the
independence of the Kor@@i™f 3 conyineed M given the international
situation at the momei : 595 o0k of Woreaslias ireversible. The
possibility that the United Si slatus quo was not

urgent; in his opinion e situation with
two Spanish ex-colonies, and the liberation
of Korea from Japan#éSe eir own position
regarding Puerlo Rico ang

It is obvious countries that he
visited, Blasco's passion n country remained
prevalent. That was ndependence of the
Spanish former colo edn peninsula by the
Japanese. To him, what might " secondary that hardly
deserved his atiention. '

China

China was, one e Tourtries hal Blasco Jhafiez the most

Thanks to his readi goked like even
before setting foot &M} g what he had
imagined while read -.? Captivated by this
ancient culture which ;"' 8 archite dh‘adiliunswm

interesting. Moreover, Something else drew his attention even moré” The fact that China
was not an ampare‘?’ anyrwﬂul a republic was vmmmmt that he absmrad wﬂh

E;m palfhely e
er of Parliament for many ye the moment of

hm wsﬁ ﬂm sident h nut had ma@power yet, he was a pupcpat far the geperals

WA INET

q "ibid., p. 329.
ibid, p. 334,
¥n 1912, China became a Republic.

amssnwmand I 33 aviu 2 (nInginu - SuIAY 2547)
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optimism for the President’s future enabled him to dismiss the fact that the change in
China had not been completed yet.

In Blasco’s opinion, the present situation could not last forever; it would
change as soon as the whole country BeGame aw: eufmemangamdmebanﬂﬁlsn
would provide. In China, as well apgal andgthe
tradition had not found a bal
over the country. But in this

e China of the past, with

altitude and believed thaty gid
its ancient traditions _possible the advent of the
“Yellow Republic”.

Al the momeg Japan was waiting to take
advantage of the situab mmques’mfﬂhmabr
Japan could adverse at China's friendship with

the United Stales was nggss
Chinese were excellal s
discipline and to shaW the g brale

. In his opinion, the
Sfficers to teach them

Let's conclud® by§ayiie thatHowadals Chindus Astrong and huge organism
that lacks a negibust®ysleld and 1t fortes o A ain motionless. Japan
dreams of beg@mingiits dirgcliig Brain g Five hilndr@d Chinese, in the hands
of the Japmm.ﬂ nece-for: st of fie planet!

The Unffed & Laldel- the famous “yeliow threat” |..],
does its best to keep C eatliom any kind of foreign influence so
it can grow by itself and | that it still lacks, ™4

After ChingBlasco s expamnne unlike
any other during hisisit to Asia, nmmnhehaﬂ “...
numerous Spanlsh mlists as well as North American aumontlﬁ He was given a

i

Elﬂco fnund ﬂ'u; p-uhhcar situ lrnn in this country very different from what he

had seen up to now. That he was visitifig the munng mmmﬁ a@

"Vicente Blasco Ibafiez, A Novelist's Tour of the World, vol. ||, p. 129,

-.. - - e
MIamsanwImani D7 33 atufl 2 (nInginy - Suny 2547)
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aftempted to portray the political situation of the Philippines, Blasco was faced with a
difficult dilemma. On the one hand, the United States was a country which he admired
and to which he owed much of his fame and his wealth: "For many years | have felt a
deep sympahy towards the United Biilds of America.”s On the other, the Philippines
was close to his heart due to i8S Ik 2in: “At the same time the people of the

Philippines inspires frate 3 |'s siluation forced him to be very
careful when choosing Mswords. He did ;. of end the people from the United
States while he was VEfPmeeh neuflhusouuntr'_r *Afier my
visit to Manila | ad NG ul_hﬂ independent existence and |
hope it achieves+ .

Further gt aa'gumnt that it was not

the time yet to"§fan onded: “For a country o

prove its ready f oafdgng mave fo gran it first

Afler® 3" vig) vahy-lo 8 relumad {0™he Franconia bound for
Balavia. It was a 3 i 2N 0 bUs ed he had accomplished
s0 many things ription shows how proud
he was of Spain 2 all Spaniards did provide the
people from the B ' re that weaned them from
savagery and made jFeagy ferdhe '-.7‘ ‘ u\w ate them. Blasco did not
forget to remind i : pying forces of the time, the
Spanish did marry nati lefin this country.

india

Ihe country that went

beyond whai uring his stay This sauniry_fike fizéa and the Philippines,
was under €60 i Bftain.  Although Blasco
did not openly & as sevealed in several remarks
that he made i ‘1' descnphior. A Was pretty [ af that, with an exception of

the Philippines, although he disagreed unth the emshng swua on of colonization at least,
he did not criticizé it=m an open way. I-wnsld&red to be puﬁ:hve the European

infiu : ‘ j
iged |ddia at already caught
his attition when visiting Japan and China: the problematic co-existence of progress

and tradmun in its society. This tiffie the contrast wag more noticeable: ggrthis country

qwﬁ—sﬂwmwmaﬂ

*Bibid., p. 206.
"Tibid., p. 206.
"Bpid., p. 212,

TmIeneImand DA 33 auf 2 (n3ngrny - Surny 2547)
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the mixture of advanced civilization and millenary traditionalism is unparaligled.™® The
former was imposed upon Bengal by Great Britain while the latter was represented by
indigenous states thal made up the Fﬂﬁ of India, each one ruled by a prince with the
help of an English adviser.

In Blasco's view Indiaaes Wit of 48 g idiosyncrasy. The plurality of
races, religions and casl |l — d'naus that prevented a
coordinated action in ordgg | awlTl-8nt Tendered this country an easy
Blasco found i difiewit™S be optimisll saa.come radical policies were

implemented. He
seemed the most dii
geographical expressio
human groups, thoss
was aware of the effor
nature of its inhabiiz

eligious conflicts which
@ more than a useless

5 useless given the
tanauty' of this man

would make the dra@m ofdfdepente

Anather thinggifat lagtc ey Chardglenstio o India was the hunger
that devastated its p@b B Bifors Bnfish to eradicate it. He
mentioned this phenome Nders dable to the occidental.

\‘. ad not witnessed it with

system of castes where the
and exploitation of the rajas:
The kmdu'fm| aknown in the West. Even the
ll'i:3u_ st peqgoar in any of our

15 oo
e always lived as

It was not an easy tas
his own eyes. In his opini
majonity of the population

slaves th " hnut hmmn,r

ce Eiasmiunz lft Asia, there M sudd in his attude. As |
have meﬁ ﬁ S experiences
equal to h : fion a few
examples. @hce in Africa, the thrill he had felt while iravaung in ﬁsqa was gone. What he

’05'3“ W'T*a ﬁwﬁm%mﬁeuk dﬁaﬁ Sl REY
"\ficente Blasco bafez, A Novelist's Tour of the World, vol. 11l p. 171,
Bibid, p. 58
Hibid., p. 175

pamsnmInang D7 33 avufl 2 (ningrey - SunAy 2547)
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travel in time and describe the monuments he visited in Egypt in relation with their
golden age. He did not enjoy reality so much.

Since the fact that Bla
meaningful way, | think it is imy
Tour of the World. Althoug
this time out on the sea 3
the organization —it was e only
meant that when he
enough time to enjoy wi

boat affected his experience in a
t when analyzing A Novelist's

hs, he spent a great deal of
Mon, the tight schedule set by
Ch a limited period of time-
> to place with hardly
d was the fact that he

traveled with a groldPof pg h when sailing and
after a journey of sighy hlsdaamphonsm
information from bo8ks ag guides or expatriates
living in the places he ) ' said'ak g an mtmdhawngﬂ'm
ability to know by intifiond¥hatth@could HolEee while ingMBlasco still needed to
rely on those sources. =

It is evidenifnat Blas e praferre . ervedfrom the dislance. He

was a millionaire who wgied o, iy, with eyes what he knew from his

readings. What altracteg aditions, not individuals.
This was not only because il onied his trip but also of the
fact that he was not at all ifferss ives in the streets. He only
talked with those of higher cla : nd other social gatherings held in
exclusive hotels. LT LA 2/

What nBQbse 35 condiliored the # ionity of Europe
and the United S he world_This sxplains Hepeidirast between his
description of ci | §f Asian countries.

Se-ancent cultures, many
Lz muh:l ' glin part a pose- after
pnmanly addressad to hl5 home mltu and to his public in

Although he was

times his remarks shi
all, what he wrote W

g&naral— but it seems bflﬂls mnwmun

ajrs made it
clear hu l.lI'ItI'iﬁ with
cultures !hqpad very Iltﬂa to do with e showed how proud he was

-::l’ hamg Dmdantal and Spanish. Thr.ihajr explaln whw held such a pos:wpmmn

- o iy T | [
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