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Viewing and Teaching the English
Articles Semantically

Jiranthara Srioutai”

Introduction ',//‘/‘/‘
For the Thai learner of feof th om{inal English forms is the article.
The difficulties concerning thr: ' ﬁ And :.&e arise-paitly from the fact that definiteness is
e e [ i P
the English articles may be so nyu€rous f’ - . J‘t [seem overwhelming for the Thai

i i In aj forthe Thai student of English to

This paper constitute “ V.
overcome the problematical a, }‘I \ ommon errors in the use of articles

made by Thai students are listed? follo v 1 ioma! rules for using the indefinite
and definite articles. Next, the sergfinti€ pont ) ds'articles are accounted for. Lastly,
this paper examines how significnt #role seélil oul lawin the teaching of the use of the
indefinite and definite articles. \

A List of Typical Errors in the Use of Arfigie Fhai Students

In order to identify thé common errors e use of articles ' :n made by Thai learners, |
asked 40 freshmen of Chuldlofgkor tniversity s Fa \ i" mplete 25 sentences (to be
found in the appendix) by filling ez Where appropriate. Generally
speaking, Arts students are .a“‘! interes languages, cspeciall j nglish; therefore, they would
be expected to make relatively few errors. Ne-.rertheless. only three of the 40 freshmen made as

few as four errors while the ave ber of errors @t the other students was 15.

m,“.,ﬂuﬁﬁ"mmmam
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¢. before specific nouns in context She is @ mother of that boy.
@ solution given in this article

d. before superlatives @ least expensive model

Omission of a
Before class nouns defined by adjectives

He was © brave man.

2. | The used instead of @ r
a. before proper names 2N } fhe Chulalongkorn University
_ \ 7 »ednesday
b. before abstract nouns —sphetriendship

¢. before plural nouns nplex structures

nouns
A used instead of @ \
a. before plural nouns mpléx structures
adjectives
s
b, before uncount nouns elt rigndship

3. | A used instead of the
a. before plural su

=)
b. before unique noligé A d

y v: model

b |
The used instead of a iI i
Before general nouns in {’T‘ﬁt uHe was the brave man.

£ e

= L T T al B
'J 3hikhild
] L

Ao °"“ﬁ‘ﬁ‘”1‘ﬁ'ﬁ AR A S 6]

Havingl listed the common errors in the use of articles made by 40 Arts students, the paper
now turns to look at how the use of @, an, and rhe is traditionally prescribed and proscribed in
Sinclair (2001).
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A or an is the indefinite article. It is used at the beginning of noun groups which refer to only one
person or thing. The form an is used in front of words that begin with vowel sounds.

I. You use a or an when you are referring to someone or something for the first time or when
people may not know which particular person or thing you are talking about.
Q A waiter entered with a tray bearing a glass and a bottle of whisky.

o He started ean'ng an apple.
o Today you've got a new teacher takiy g
O I manage a hotel. /
2. You use a or an when you are sefgrring ' ﬁg of a particular type and do not
want to be 5p¢¢lﬁ¢ -

a  Expensive make-up that 3 widifid model.
a [ suggest you leave it to an
O Bring a sleeping bag.
a

.. waiting for a bus

3. You use a or an in front of it goun~when that o wsanadjmtive, or when the
noun is followed by wo v L

Q  The islanders exhibit a coy

0 He did have a real know )

Q Baseball movies have gainged i af far Buistrips those dealing with any
other sport. :

4. You use a or an in front of a mass "Ff':“"’j ¥ nt to refer to a single type or make of
something. 7
O Bollinger ‘RD'fsa
5. You use a in quantifiers ﬁ
a [spend alot on expen
o  ['ve come looking for

6. Youu&eamut

o Same parents TS 1
a the apermmn a patient has P

7. Youuse a lﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ) @J H’Hﬁq ?f%&laaa\gt referring to
one particulag instance of that day, mon

Q The fmervfew took place on a Friday afiernoon,
o It was a Christmas when shoppers passed by expensive silks in _favor of more practical

gifts.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

. You use a or an in expre '-V

You use a or an when you are saying what someone is or what job they have.
O [explained that I was an artist.
Q He was now a teacher and a respectable member of the community.

You use a or an in front of the names of people as a way of indicating that you do not know
them or anything about them and you are saying their name for the first time.
Q The full address on a stick-on label was that of a Mrs. P. R. Slater of Peterborough.

a When I listen to her pla

You use a or an in front of 2 ; o A\ " , o someone who belongs to the
family with the surname. '
Q As far as I cant recall, Pc
You use a or an in front o dividual painting or sculpture
created by them.
Q Most people have very liffi is a work of genius.

ords of measurement such as
alf", ‘quarter’, and ‘third’.

You use a or an instead of
‘hundred’, *hour’, and ‘metre’, & .
a More than a fﬁousm:d acres of laide—
QO ... aquarter of an hour. £ :F J
a 'f?re skirts were shor a‘ ¥

tesd a rate or ratio,

O Prices start at $13.95 amjeire for .ﬁ

O The helicopter can zip wlong at abowt 150 kilometres an ho
‘a v

'

[The is the definite artidf II ' o p |

1.

You use the at the bcglnmng of noun growps to refer to ggmeone or someghing that you have

o ek it | S st o el bl i iroin e

waiter, iade our way to the buffet.
a Six of the 38 people were Russian citizens.

You use the at the beginning of a noun group when the first noun is followed by an ‘of” phrase
or a clause which identifies the person or thing.

O There has been a slight increase in the consumption of meat.

O Of the 9,660 cases processed last year, only 10 per cent were totally rejected.
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You use the in front of some nouns that refer to something in our general experience of the
world.

a It's always hard to speculate about the future.

Q  Amy sat outside in the sun.

O He lay in the darkness, pretending 1o sleep.

You use the in front of nouns that refer to people, things, services, or institutions that are
associated with everyday life.
The doctor's on his way.
Who was that on the phone?
You're old enough to travel gl
They have a generator wheg ll
Four executive journal

ive j s 15 wer ainedfor I y the police today.
He took a can of beer fraumhe : ' .

You use the instead of a p&¥Ses
someone’s body or a memhbgfe
O ‘How's the family? " =% Ju
0 I patted him on the heag
O She took Gill by the I

OooDoooQo

You use the in front of a® ake a general statement about

things or people of that type.

Q An area in which the co
chess.

a  After dogs, the horse has

Wrides in recent years is in playing
ip with man.

You use the with the nay musical instr 0* are talking about someone’s
ability to play the instrggit O
a Did you play the pi WL"‘? AY )

-

Q She was trying to tea ;i i

I

u

You use the with rmtmnahy adjectives and nouns to talk about the people who live in a
country.

o ::f u}.:fpmmsﬂﬂaﬁ ’JQWW %ﬁWE’ W%e economic policies by
You+ use qlf] w é( all people of a
gﬂmég:% ’I:a in m nm"lprnved m rﬂ,

a ... care for the elderly, and the disabled.
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10.

LE,

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

If you want to refer to a whole family or to a married couple, you can make their surname into
a plural and use the in front of it.

O A 400-acre farm owned by the Allens.

Q The Taylors decided that they wouwld employ an architect to do the work.

You use the in front of an adjective when you are referring to a particular thing that is
described by that adjective. ,
O He knows he's wishing for the impas8
a [ thought you might like to reag {n

You use the to indicate that yowhasegnough of (lieillungmicntioned for a particular purpose.
Q  She may not have the o i
a  We must have the patie
Q  Carl couldn 't even raised

You use the with some titlg
Q the SUN, the DAILY STAQ
a the Albert Hall
O The King has alreadly agfe

Prime Minister.

pal Congress should be the

You use the in front of numk g

@ The meeting should take plagé on & of My ..

O Marco Polo is said to haW¥ sgifclon tie oR his way to Java in the thirteenth
century. =

Q  One ferry operator ‘Sealink’ salids8'iés Hom @ a full service for the first time in five

weeks. T

7 L% Y

You use the in front o we A

Q It's sometimes hard :I ag ‘thellhirties.
W 4

You use the in front of the s tive adjectives w adverbs.

Brisk daily w, i 1 i
Q The Mayor o g dgsc m iést geople in the world.
O  This engine useg all the most modern technology.
Q

The third girl answered the most audibly. o

e AWAAIAIUUBAR NEAE B e s

how one afffount or quality changes in relation to another.
Q The longer you have been in shape in the past, the quicker you will regain fitness in the

Juture,
0  The more confidence vou build up in youwrself, the greater are your chances of success.

o
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18. When you express rates, prices, and measurements, you can use the to say how many units
apply to each of the items being measured.
O New Japanese cars averaged 13 kmn to the litre in 1981,
Q Some analysis predicted that the exchange rate would soon be §2 to the pound.

19. You use the to indicate that something or someone is the most famous, important, or best thing
of its kind. In spoken English, you put more stress on it, and in written English, you often
underline it or write it in capitals or italics.
O Camden Market is the place to be on &8
O ‘Olympia is in America, where

ar Sunday.

ﬂnded ' — No! Surely you don’t mean

THE K Records?’

- e J_
A Semantic Look at the Arti ——

This section accounts fQusBuirtysiés| dre’ seep ough the eyes of a semanticist.
According to Chafe (1973), € definu€ Asicle) /e is this surface structure representation of
definite, which is an inflectiongdgfinits” ARy foumimay be et ety as definite. The meaning of
definite is that the speaker asstimesghaithg Uearer Rngwis the denuityof a particular member of the

class or a particular instance of (i€ subsg d fon definiteness are referred to as

nondefinite and appear in the®Surfafec ampangofthe indefinite article a or an.
Nondefinite communicates the spa assumpie he, ’\\ er does not already know the
particular item or the particuldr p - aSubstafiee that i ,,\ ssue and that the speaker is
introducing this particular instance : =

of ways (Leech-1981). First, it is

The definite reference of a @bun _
of phrases like the book and the film in

contextual knowledge that is involved in"the

an example given by Leech: J‘.’f' A Z/
(1) They have madeiiinrolinsiatest Vel " hECRHEETeRH Zdhe book, 1 found
the film a great d i Ap g

The referents of the book andme film are clear because a film anm novel have been mentioned
earlier in the sentence. However, contextual knowledge does not seem to be involved in the

interpretation of p like, ] i ars that one possible
referent can be inten er u iﬁc\:o ﬁ%ihuwleﬂg\:, the unique
identification by the th s urlde rivdte ‘background knowledge

which is specific to an immediate situation igwhich the communication is tﬂ(jng place (e.g. the

AT AR e

4.8 P Itimately from
the general knowledge shared by the whole human race (e.g. the sun). As Thai people, we know
that there is a palace called the Grand Palace near the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, and as
people on the planet Earth, we know that there is only one sun in our part of the universe. This
knowledge enables us to identify unique referents for the Grand Palace and the sun whenever they
occur in a speech situation.

el
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It is clearly seen from this that there are some types of nouns that must always be inflected
as definite. They are unique nouns, proper names and bounded sets, Unique, proper and bounded
are selectional units in Chafe’s framework (1973). A unigue noun involves only a single
individual, or constitutes a class of one member. Since there is only one member of the class, the
hearer automatically knows which member is being talked about; that’s why a unique noun must
be def nite. Nw:rdm]ass whtlr: the definite article the is the usual surface structure representation

q oots allow definite to be represented as the
definite a.m-:le such as the sun, the sky, the N dnd' ¢ sea; others cause definite to be deleted

Like unique nouns, propersmames=must*Pc detmmessdroper names are names of people,
places, or institutions. They i ! are extant, such as George W.
Bush and Lake Michigan, or extigs fictional, such as Sherlock Holmes
and Never-never Land. Propefii: Atthey refer to a unique object as
far as the speaker and the heagg yfriends would understand Toni
Braxton to refer te the AmeriCa ar™and not to the dozens of Toni
Braxtons in phone books acros

(2) Will Toni Braxton ha#fe g«

In general, proper names#e sreceded by theldefipite article the because they are
inherently definite. That’s why i is glafdiat wifang to say *the Tomy Blair, *the
Chulalongkorn University, and *th ' Nt les§, there are some exceptions, Some
proper nouns must be used with the, : ‘of rivers, mountains, ships, and erected
structures: the Chao Phraya, the Alps, % W’# g5, and the Eiffel Tower. Moreover, the
is used with certain proper mopn iths (the family of Alan Smith),
the Paris of the 1920's, 5._,- ere Yok that svervons knows and-togee) and the brilliant Professor
Einstein. ')

The other type of nnm that must be definile is a huundmset Bounded is a selectional
unit as it sclects the choice of g-noun. A haundf:d set desnmatcs a class whose boundaries are

implicitly known; th ows to which members
of the class the s ?} L ﬁn about the entire class.
Usually, if the entire as generic, the speaker

cannot assume that the hemr alrmdy kngws to whrch 3¢mhers of the &s& the sPeaker is

referring, i . in general,
incompatible? ve a: g} ﬂl e which may

be illustrated a§ follows:
(3) The hippies have long hair.

Obviously, we cannot call every hippie by name, but the word hippies has the bounded quality; we
seem to know which members of the class are being talked about.
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The incompatibility of definite and generic has been explained. Nevertheless, surface
structure representation for both definite and generic is identical. The definite article a or an can
represent nondefinite as well as generic whereas the definite article rhe indicates either definite or
aggregate, which is a subspecification of generic. The meaning of aggregate is that the entire
class is being talked about and regarded as an undifferentiated whole. Therefore, nouns
accompanied by a or an and the can also be interpreted in a generic way. Thus, the following are
ambiguous:

(4) A koala eats eucalyptus.
(5) The koala eats eucalyptus.

Ce_may be the entire class of koala
refer to a particular koala or the

regarded as compnsed of separnt: I nrmr—' :
entire class of koala regarded a i . ; - ;r' 3l ‘\ \ \ % be worth noting that for plural
k\. -
i /f 6)

countable nouns and mass nou I0 \ pecific reference and that plural
nouns can also be generic. ‘* " “1‘ o#).and (5). Koalas may represent
particular koalas or all the md flia ¢ N

(6) Koalas eat eucalyplu§.

To recapitulate, the discussion g

Ihe speaker who makes utterance

1. The definite article the typically g@ali
w: eris referring.

(7) assumes that the hearer knows
(7) Where's the cat?

2. Certain nouns with r;,’-_' ed- by 1 -*i Tinite article rhe.

(8) George W. Bush } J;J
(9) Chulalongkorn University

s o e oL L LIS W VTS o o

entire class of ostrich] rather than a pamcuiar ostrich.

RN T NN YA Y

4. ‘The indefinife article a or an typically realizes indefinite reference but can also be used with a
noun with generic reference. Consider (11) and (12):

(11) A shark attacked a diver.
(12) A shark has sharp teeth.
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A shark in the first sentence is most likely to be represented as a particular shark in a
particular incident. The speaker does not assume that the hearer knows which shark is being
talked about. In the second sentence, a shark is most likely to be the entire class of shark.

A New Way to Teach the Use of Articles

As we have seen in the earlier sectiof i ntrast between the indefinite and definite
articles is of a pragmatic nature. To inteipret o & o . we have to relate them to a particular
speech situation and to assumptiong & i ut the hearer. This corresponds to
Leech’s observation (1981) that aliio audefiniteness and indefiniteness is a
very general semantic phenome sthe articles is less like a semantic
opposition than a pragmatic ong definite articles must actually be

Leech (1981) goes on (uXpld  fisealf o ar hkrﬂ.}‘ follows. The definite article
the is typically used {0 expreSs defifi cfific = \- W singular and plural countable
nouns and mass nouns. The ‘ J defh eSS e, by the conveys the speaker’s
understanding that there is saffiy it uely in the contextual and/or

situational knowledge shared by e gpedkeér amd the hearsr. \‘-,\ when someone uses the phrase
the cat, we infer from this that#fie Hr th uniguely identified as the same cat by
both the speaker«nd the hearer. : ., the speaker who says (13), takes
it for granted that the hearer is ablg “ ed from all other cats.

(13) Where's the cat?

‘Contextual knowledge’ means the  selection ined sby background information
relevant to a particular spegel situation “Situational kRowledac yheans that the selection is
determined by general know [ed h ‘Belhearer. On the other hand,
the indefinite article, a or an. 78 use sCihereference with singular nouns.
As the name suggests, the idefinite article may be defined bﬂ:: absence of the feature of
definiteness in the meaning of the. For example, a table is used where the shared knowledge is not

%

h pri

present and where therg is, n i refore, the use of a or an is
associated with noun hﬁ i ti | era 14} suggests that the hearer
cannot be expected t i nded.

¢ o Y

PIRTANNIU NNV

To sum up, theecision to use the rather than @ or an and vice versa is a matter of appropriateness
to situation.

However, the rules for using @ or an and the listed above do not seem to give sufficient
thought to situation. Rather, they concentrate on the expression side of language, describing in
detail that the is used, for example, in front of nouns referring to ‘something in our general
experience of the world,” ‘people, things, services, or institutions that are associated with everyday
life,” ‘a part of someone’s body or a member of their family,” ‘nationality adjectives and nouns,’
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‘numbers such as first, second, and third,” and ‘the superlative adjectives and adverbs.” Moreover,
the rules do not deal with the meaning of the indefinite and definite articles at all. The learner has
to memorize them without being informed why, for instance, the name of a musical instrument
must be preceded by the when someone’s ability to play the instrument is being talked about. The
learner then simply has to use the articles the way the learner is told to without knowing why, and
for this reason, the learner tends to forget the rules casily. To my way of thinking, if the learner
knows when to use a or an and the as well as why a particular article is to be used in a particular
situation, the learner will be able to use the articles more accurately.

The semantic units, definite, unig
to expose the learner to the underlying
the reason why the learner is suppasg
versa in others. Actually, the six s
provide a new set of more concisgg

In the last section, we-Kft0 / e ) \\\\\ aker assumes that the hearer

already knows which member o \“\‘\"‘ d that the definite article the is
the common surface structure fjire; s, it e said that the is used when
the speaker thinks that the hearer ¢ er is talking about. As in
Leech’s example cited above (M. re ped, or even proved, that the
hearer knows which book and bis latest novel and a film are
previously mentioned in the seniéfce

e, generic, and aggregate can be used

i thus making the learner aware of

the in some situations and vice

more help; they may be used to
articles.

(15) They have made a filffl offhis lapht Siovelpbut after réading the book, 1 found the film
a great disappointment. P \] .

However, in one of the earlier g3 2{ £ rﬂ.- ated here as (16), the hearer certainly
knows who Toni Braxion it The houn is d by.the. This can be explained
when the inherent feature gripes is taken into consider _— ay simply say that Toni

Braxton is a proper name ang E" & by the.

(16) Will Toni Braxtn Ve a conce i " m

Then, what ca prope the J’ndmns and the Alps, which always
require the in the su ﬁ'ﬂe 5 in. If a proper noun
is unique, or a class o it d ihi mle the is not needed.
However, proper nouns that arc not unique, lﬁie the frm’mn.s and rthe Aip.s must be accompanied

by the in ev undmes are
implicitly kno ﬁﬂ’ In other
words, some I:m ‘nouns are prnper ut n umque e. g t tans ), a rnust always

be preceded I:l].-r in the surface structure. Other bounded nouns are not proper nor unique (e.g.
the hippies) but simply definite, and they are also always accompanied by the.

! There are more than one member in the class of the Indians, and the Alps stretch across several
countries, such as Austria, France, Germany, and Switzerland.
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Not unlike a proper noun that is not unique, a unique noun that is not proper must also
have its definiteness manifested by rhe in the surface structure. For example, the sun is a unique
noun, i.e. a class of one member as there is only one sun in our part of the universe, but it is not
proper, i.e. does not have a name; its definiteness shows up in the form of the. As a unique noun
that is proper behaves in the same way as a proper noun that is unique in this regard, it is valid to
say that a definite noun must be unique and proper at the same time so that it will not need to be
preceded by the, hence George W. Bush and Tig ir. If a definite noun lacks either of the
features proper and unique, its definitencss Shoss it lthe form of the definite article, hence the

So much has been said abgulUCURShat ag Lie definite article. Now it is time
to deal with nouns that are not inflelleda®sfe/inife. SUChwmauns have two possibilities — if there
are not generic, they are nondejing def M o definite in the sense that

nondefinite nouns cannot be idgy . ¢ 1"}" \“h‘“ from situation or preceding
context. The indefinite article a o Wit glmngat “_\\% ofuandqﬁn.-'m. That is to say,
a or an is used when the spea 3 ' : knows that particular item
which the speaker is talking abo particular instance for the first
time. For example, a story may

enery. A breeze was

(17) 1 was walking algiig afbes
. ach. From the waves emerged

gent]y blowing. Se
a great white sha

The hearer is not expected to know Whid s i ez¢, and which shark are being talked
about when each of them appears ﬁur t = T tory. That's why beach, breeze and
white shark are accompanied by t

If a noun that is not 1*-"' - as defiie 15 Eyilimeans that the entire class
is being talked about. Therel®gz, -EL carer already knows which
member or members of the clas l he spe: - about. Gen L', may show up in the surface
structure in the same form ul"lhc indefinite artu:le as nandef nite. It'Can thus be added that a or an

is also used when the speaker talk€ abmut the entire clags/of a noun, as in (4), repeated here as (18):

ﬂuEJ’J‘VIEWliWEJ’lﬂi

(18) A koala likgd eucalyptus.

e m%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬂ% PR

talked about and'is regnrded as an undifferentiated whole. Aggregare is manifested in the surface
structure in the same form of the definite article as definite. Again, it can be added that the is also
used when the speaker talks about an entire class regarded as an undifferentiated whole, as in (5),
repeated here as (19):
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(19) The koala likes eucalyptus.

To sum up, the rules for the use of @ or an and the as seen semantically are as follows:
1. The indefinite article a or an is used when:

1.1 the speaker does not assume that the hearer already knows the

ity knows which
: anel when nouns are
not unighte i

2.2 the speal@r i
whole,

i ndifferentiated

N
E to account for the 30 or so rules listed
der their labels of the seven semantic

It would now be appropriate (o apf
earlier. Some examples from these are gthup
features discussed.

1. Definite — the AF what the speaker is talking
about.

i ¥
O A waiter cgn we both got up and,
TR AT T

2. Unique - A %55 of one member, net proper. a

TARIAIULNINEAY

meeting should take place on the fifth of May.
It’s sometimes hard to imagine how bad things were in the thirties.
Brisk daily walks are still the best exercise for young and old alike.

oopDoo
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3. Proper — Names of people, places, and institutions, not unique.

Q A 400 acre farm owned by the Allens.’
@ the SUN, the DAILY STAR and the DAILY EXPRESS.’
O Marco Polo is said to have sailed on the Pacific on his way to Java in the

thirteenth century.”
4, Bounded — A set whose bourida ! mil}f known.
a Who was that on 1B
a Conditions for th -* M ot improved.
0 The Japanese, Alnciieans ever ‘"ff=.,__ h and Germans, judge economic

policies by

5. Nondefinite — The lfire ex m o or what the speaker is talking

about. ' .
He started cgfing @ dpple. ’
I explained thay @

o
(s

O The interviewlbolgipldee

0 A waiter entered 5 ‘1 d a bottle of whisky.

O Expensive mak @& by a beautiful model.

o A Dr Matthew O g while on an expedition to north-

eastern Turkey.

6. Generic — The speakenis e
o ’ e i = E-'
a  The heli -«y'll *" an hour.

aker is referring to the entire cla

7. Aggregate — The reg;ardcd as an undifferentiated

whole.

g mﬂu&]m&?ﬂﬁﬂﬂ’lﬂi

O  Afiefdogs, the horse has had the closest relationship with man.
ﬁ ﬁu mﬁaa ﬁﬁzﬁ'“ ﬁex )g]gﬁ-afe wﬁdﬁmﬁéﬁ to the pound.
q

% There are several people in The Allens.

? There are several issues of the SUN, the DAILY STAR and the DAILY EXPRESS.

* The hearer is not expected to know which particular part of the ocean is referred to.

5 The speaker does not expect the hearer to know exactly which Dr Matthew Owens or which

particular person is referred to. Otherwise, the speaker would simply say Dr Martthew Owens was reported
missing while on an expedition to northeastern Turkey, as say Dr Matthew Owens is a unigue proper name.

= -
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Conclusions: Implications for Language Teaching

The Thai learner of English should be aware of the underlying meaning of the articles in
order to use them correctly. Although they are grammatical words, i.e. carry little meaning, this
little meaning plays a part in determining whether a/an or the is required in a particular situation.
As mentioned earlier, the decision to use the rather than @ or an or vice versa is a matter of
appropriateness to situation, and the learner shu.?a!sn be aware which meaning is appropriate to

which context.

Semantics can help considerably _ﬁ: 5
proper, bounded, generic, and aggFéPare b
an and the in the surface structure. Thgjefe
knows which articles represen
learner will always pick the riglis

"' semantic features definite, unique,
in the fific structure are represented by a or
abiier is acquainted with these features and

_circumstances, it is very likely that the

BCe.

This is far better tha it ies blind mple, Rule # 7 says: “You use
the with the name of a musical ingffugfeul #hes vodre tak e out someone’s ability to play the
instrument.” If the reason whyfougf rgfefring-te Ls "I"'\ 1sthuments are to be preceded by the is
left unstated, the rule tends to be forgbiiéiby ihe ledtn Vith the approach presented in
this paper, it can be readily eyplai digdgefin "dKticls rhe is used when the speaker
expects the hearer to know who or #hat' s bt 7 alked ab d when the speaker talks about the

play the violin, we must use the
an certainly play any violin in the

entire class. Thus, when we ask §
because if they can play a particuls
world.

iscussed in this paper directly deals

J0L #uly two rules, the learner can
choose the right article u HE— i The new set of rules is not
without its shortcomings. “Fis *" ind proper. It is clear that
unique nouns and proper e§ are de ainly khows what they refer to. It is
also valid to say that a noun that is nmque and proper at the sidine time does not need the to
represent its definiteness. Unférisately, there arggome exceptions; the names of ships and
erected structures mﬁ Empire State, and the
Golden G ride ﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂﬁﬁ b e with e propr

names for the sake ot'duphasm as in (20);

»>RENANDIALBINYAY

Nevertheless, to my way of thinking, as these few exceptions to the new rules can easily
be explained to the learner, these new rules should prove a more effective way to teach how to use
articles than telling the student to use a or an and rhe according to the 30 or so rules, especially
when most of the rules, for example, Rule #13 for using the: You use the with some titles, place
names, and other names, are of the same nature, i.e. they provide no explanation why it must be
the rather than & or an and vice versa. All in all, the new set of rules, although composed of only

The new set of rules based onil
with situations in which a or&
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two rules with two sub-rules each, provides the learner with

an awareness of when to use rhe rather

than a or an and vice versa based on the speaker’s assumption about the hearer, not on particular

types of words that must be used with a particular article.

This should prove a more helpful and

more effective way to learn how to use the articles correctly.

A, AN, THE, or @

. An/The ostrich cannot fly. ,
He was a brave man.

@ friendship is valuable.

The sun rises in the east.
Shall I pour you a/ @ co
She wanted to be a writer.
See you on @ Wednesda
She is the mother of

N R

14. Ynu shuuldbenblctngctg Job in E

15. Carbohydrates ha\reﬁcnmpl raetdies.
16. The solution given in th ;
17. It is confirmed that th ; ............... roun
18. A cyclist has to pay wh
19, Ihgmmlhmabouthl m mg
20. It was the first time [ saw smﬂChnmms

21. They continued walking a pposite pavem
et L TRl T TR

24 @ ChulalongkornfUniversity is the oir.iwt university in Thailand.
25. This is never mentioned in the/ @ histor¥ books or evemzin the/ @ newspapérs.
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