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TELECOMMUNICATIONS / LIBERALIZATION
PANTHAVIS PRABSAKUL : THE ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE OF
THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (NTC)
UNDER THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIBERALIZATION. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. MANISRI PUNTULARP, 148 pp.

This thesis is to study the independence of National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC) by amalyzing the selection process of Commissioners. In addition,
it studies the fairness inthe competition among telecommunication service providers under
the telecommunications liberalization. regulations of National Telecommunications
Commission.

Results of the study of the selection process of Commissioners show that there are
noticeable flaws in the application procedures, applicant's qualifications, personal relations
among applicants, the selection commitiees, and telecommunication industries, as well as
the check-and-balance system for the committees. These flaws cast doubts to us whether the
National Telecommunications Commission is indeed independent from any influence.

In the study.of the competition in the telecommunication market, it is found that there
is a tendency of unfair competition among providers. This might result from the National
Telecommunications Communication's bias for or against particular providers, which they
might act or net act as they are supposed to do under thé National Telecommunications
Commission's rules and regulations just to favor those particular providers. Then it is believed
that the National Telecommunications Cammission has' shown an-unfaifness and bias in
controlling and regulating telecommunication market, and thereby unfair competition among

providers.
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THAILAND - SCHEDULE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS

Modes of supply: 1) Cross-border supply 2) Consumption abroad 3) Commercial presence 4) Presence of natural persons

Sector or subsector Limitations on market access Limitations on national treatment Additional commitments

Commitments undertaken in this offer are subject to the following general conditions:

- Each service to be supplied in Thailand requires a specific governmental licence.

- Licences are granted only to service suppliers duly constituted according to the Thai legislation, which requires head office and management
located in the Thai territory.

- Due to scarce resources, the number of licences may be limited.

- The services in the Schedule of Specific Commitments shall be on facilities basis.

- The service provider shall be a Thai registered company with foreign equity participation not exceeding 20 per cent of the registered capital and
the number of foreign shareholders must not exceed 20 per cent of

the total number of shareholders of the company.

- The Communications Authority of Thailand has exclusive right to link with Intelsat and Inmarsat.

- Conditional upon passage and coming into force of all necessary new communication acts, commencing from the year of 2006, commitments on
public telecommunication services will be introduced, and carried

out in accordance with the implementing regulations to be issued by virtue of those acts.
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2.C. Telecommunication Services
Public local, domestic long
distance and international
services:

a. Voice telephone services

b. Telex services

c. Telegraph services

d. Facsimile services

1),2) None, other than

- traffic shall be routed through a
gateway in

Thailand operated by a supplier duly
licensed,;

- the provision of concerned services
shall be

agreed by the suppliers duly
licensed of both

ends.

3) Conditional upon passage and
coming into force of all

necessary new communication acts,
commencing from the

year of 2006, Thailand will introduce
the market access

elements as contained in those acts

1),2) None

3) Conditional upon passage and
coming into force of all

necessary new communication
acts, commencing from the

year of 2006, Thailand will introduce
the national treatment

elements as contained in those acts

Conditional upon passage and
coming into force of all necessary
new communication acts,
commencing from the year of
20086, Thailand will introduce into
its Schedule of specific
Com'mitments on public
telecommunication services its
treatment on the subjects relating
to competitive safeguards,
interconnection, universal service,
public availability of licensing
criteria, separation of regulatory
and operational functions, and the
allocation and use of scarce

resources.
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into the relevant parts of

its Schedule of Specific
Commitments relating to the supply
of public telecommunication

services.

into the relevant parts of

its Schedule of Specific
Commitments relating to the supply
of public telecommunication
services.

Conditional upon passage and
coming into force of all necessary
new communication acts,
commencing from the year of
2006, Thailand will introduce into
its Schedule of Specific
Commitments on public
telecommunication services its
treatment on the subjects relating
to competitive safeguards,
interconnection, universal service,
public-availability of licensing

criteria, separation of regulatory
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and operational functions, and the
allocation and use of scarce
resources.

4) Unbound as indicated in the

horizontal section.
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(Basic Telecommunications Services Agreement Reference Paper)
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2. nM5LdaNmAalAgItne (interconnection)
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