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CHAPTER |

Wy

1. Background

Over one million com ..L.___ Dying by suicide is even
wexworld. According to WHO, it is

suicide every year and

every year_ flem

more than dying by al
forecasted thatels
suicide will repre : “‘-l._‘_‘» Interestingly, around
sixty percent icid€s i orld; r ~.~. outh Korea, suicide is

: A \
the leading cau th .‘ "\ BSkand 30s, and the forth

cause of de rell. suicide has pidemic, spreading at every

. \. . .
single stratum of ‘covering aII a \ St Evidenced by the highest
rank of suicide rate !

creeping as the mé in, § y Korea.

\\\ he OECD, now suicide are

brea: 1983-2007

30

20

10 T2

Suicide rate

0 T

> e '\ EY Q
S e"b '&Q
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In 1983 as the country was just erﬁrglng from the as of the Korean War, t

q RIGMTUINTINGIRY

(KOSIS figures), higher than Japan, the country with more than double South Korea’s

population or even higher than that of the United States, the country with more than 6

times South Korea’s population. Most serious is the steep increase of suicide among



young and working group. The high suicide rate is seen by many South Koreans as a
national disgrace since it is the key indicator of the state of one’s community. Suicide

remains a growing social and public health issue in many regions worldwide,

//

In term of economy, Saultk o5 s we Or.d 7miracle economic growth, with

a 100-fold increase Ye-perC pitasosé ional® e from US$ 156 in 1960 to
T — . —

especially in South Korea.

US$ 16,533 in 2005 (U istics database):™ e rapid economic growth
affected the fast changi ' ‘_ iing pattern. ing the Japanese occupation,

South Korean.pé o\ rapid “ 2 i , economic and social
‘ Syexperienced, dictatorship,
national hu = -‘ ental health, before
South Korea ge o j’"-\_\, unemployment,
intense com ion i‘_ bf can | D1 \ -‘&,1_. T*Korean people had to
/8y » @verifeinvent themselves. That
means ongoing adapati ' needt o, \’x South Korea. Furthermore,
some cultural facl e+ the -rie O SUiGie b’ lack of religious prohibition
against suicide, a s menie! treatment, a hyper literary
tradition, a view of :f:‘,*'_;:.n:.u alolf: ( ' a way of taking responsibility for

S
measures likgd hawi ﬁ JJ:J" ‘ oof have weakened as the
economy heS.g¢e ONC e nuclear famil y led to tl Qing isolation. That

means the '$ogla

failure, but what changed

Mos : ily structure. Traditional safety-net

“logesknit family, mutually
dependent tog’j indepe W Iittleﬂnpport network. As the

result of cha |‘ng in family structure, the new generatn strongly dealt with
computers. Insteﬁﬂtalking, they do coffiphter. As we have seen the rapid

keepi [ apitalist Vi h oderfizatigh c tally €hange the

exteﬂll look of South Korea, b%‘ internally, South Korea keep on dragging its

ditional_values of Confucianisn fr h e-mo 7 era._As_mentioned _aBove,
TR AR
q i SoUth Kofea. ' : ‘

Moreover, a brief slump due to economic crisis in late 1997 stressed the worse

situation, and later left various negative impacts on South Korean society. Per capita



gross domestic product dropped from US$ 11,276 in 1997 to US$ 7,486 in 1998 (UN
Statistics Database). Since then, it seems hard and harder to earn the life in South

Korea. As the result, the fertility rate_is, sharply dropped, while the suicide rate is

fmanual crisis in 1997 became the
ong South Koreans, especially

: as remained high ever since.
. | Office (KNSO), the data
orted as suicides. The

' 33pegplcagday taking their own lives, a

‘ . uicide rate vary by
country. Thailangg#fc ,Was 2 e.ced th \ economic downturn
. b ool N :

like South K , T -\‘ -»,\ My Thaffand was only a slight

surged in 1998- d*to decline aft r\eko ‘ recovery in 2002. In

\

e curve, and there is no sign of
kA . .
e @Epbnomic recovery. Thus, it

would be related to t diffeferices factors, betwesn countries as well.

In the west, the sense of s r----f--,-m‘--; aged; “Who cares what someone else
think about ‘

ou?’ f eaker inv South Korea where

decisions ..':"‘ DE ‘ S sidered acceptable by
society. Sok[ sjethnic. Notice from

: n the-'word “I” as well as the
word “our” inmad of “my”. Furthermore, they mterpret-u:!bnfucms ethic as the

concern on harmmﬂall things. South K s don’t want to be different. More

AU YNNI NI

a h| developed Internet infrastructure, therefore, meaning searching methods to

Korean langu

kill oneself or seeking partner for ‘oup suicides are ji8iya few clicks away. Itfig#

RIRINT CErmeAaGE

Choi Jin-sil., the famous movie star killed herself after the speedy wide-spread of
internet hate. Under the serious face, South Korean’s mind seems to be sensitive

and fragile, it seems their self-esteem be influenced by external forces rather than



internal forces. The situation became worse when the ex-president, Roh Moo Hyun
also committed to suicide. In South Korea, Roh is the highest profile of recent
suicides of public figures. The suicide of ex-president, Roh has in turn attracted the

huge attention on the suicide phel outh Korea. Almost every newspaper
worldwide rolled out alarmingestatist

/ﬁ
in the developed wor | \ ﬂ

Korea’s suicide rate, the highest

a worried trend. Whenever
to imitate. People at risk
A W\ell if he can do it, so can

v % outh Korea's growth, but

how to make i C ] ‘n,x-_u- ant to create the better
healthy environ ind if SouthiKoret nostgaple knew that suicide is

“shouldn't do” matt @ disciplined :'7 3ans violate this taboo, and

Besides the lost Valdé le , S0t e ,Seuth®Korea, as well as OECD

countries will fac 'wit abor sh@rtage in 2030. The number of

population will be tog#®ma r'ga*:.a-'_-_é.-' ain £ ea'8leconomic growth in the near

future. Moreover, the rap|d aging-society- 500N increase the dependency rate on
L v

youngster. Statisticallys=mest=deaths: grea are male. Unfortunately,

adolescen@i C : -- are most at risk.
Also, in pati }a big burden, while

' 7). /

the women rolesi tilize women’s capability. If
1

the suicide rate jstill keeps on increasing, it would create @-term problem to the

number of young‘nﬁ working group in Sou rea. So, it's urgent to find out the

AU ﬂEWTTW gIne ™
Q\Wﬂaﬁﬂ’iﬂqu’mmﬂﬂ



3. Research question
e As most people always blame external factors liked demographic change,

social factor, and especially economic crisis, as the first cause of suicide, so

do the external factors the gise of suicide rate in South Korea? If it

is so, how each Jute ) glerate the rise of suicide rate in
South Korea% \ 7 -

—

4. Objective y :

e To investiga f,

rate in South Korea
5. Hypothesis 4

o Dep€ndg " ' rate > Yeliate in South Korea
5.2) Econopfic f t : ‘ : o\
«#GD} pe -apita ,. ate in South Korea
. pemg )ﬁfq w@ i ”~._ iSyicide rate in South Korea
5.3) Social aqt ; g ,;:' .
e Crufle ;_J,A e rate aff is38f suicide rate in South Korea

e Crude dIV cerate affe g rise of suicide rate in South Korea

6. Scope @ -

he external factors
that caiithe _ n cial factor that affects
the rlsel suicide rate in Sou orea during 1983-2008.

In term ofgedocumentary research, o he apparent high profile’ suicides

AU NN NG T

“factors affecting suicide deC|S|on on each individual.

q RIBININUURITNYIN Y

e To provide suggestion leading to implementation and improving South Korea

as the better healthy place for living



8. Conceptual framework

[ o EcongQugi J——alea»Suicide Rate ]
per capitay- Pt

(Marria

eII as scholars

The diagram“show: C - g suicide in South Korea.

As many peoplgffas ¢ SsuiCide with external factors,
therefore, the conc ork ‘»- /r gl ‘u\ & economic and social have
contain

relationship with § C|d thel represented independent

variables required fo .

9. Term definition:

(A A

° HS ! Nl i— Y

(%

o “Sulcifie.id 3 Eading to the ending of
==t § —

one’s ow life. : 4 I'

o “Attempte suicide” - Intentional effort to complete suicide.

“Sui , commit
ﬁ_ Is cide therjat d time. El i
‘l suicide rate”- Occu ence of suicide in"a given population or Community;

usually expressed in death#OO 000 populatlo

q RSNIUAMTINYTAY

e “Copycat”- Persons who act as an imitator.




CHAPTER I

THEORIESA\W’L/)ERATURE REVIEW
1. Type of suicide \ /

e I -
Durkheim (1897) theorizga=fettypesPf suici —, pased-on,the degrees of imbalance

of two social forces; sogial' integratio

1.1) Egoisticgticige It wit 0 ‘ kiniegration. Those individuals
who have less s@€lal bghdgfvg -'"- and later lead to higher
suicide rate. Singlegpeople, h, ¢ @mple of this type of suicide.
However, Sou oregein '_ the- Jightly Mtegrat@el people in the world.
Therefore, suicide glusgt 0ismMlis not so obviously seen in
South Korea.

% Tree ; \
1.2) Altruig@ic sWicide dealtowith?, ( Ategration. The outstanding

PNy
£

characteristic is Self-§z Prifice seeRWhen individuals were deeply

integrated into social rou r’*" e even their own lives for the sake
of group’s interests. Membet, sai be the best described of altruistic

suicide.

changes tha , 0 qﬁb social status as well
as the reductidn jof the buffefing capaeiyrand coping ability|/Anomie was considered

as the failure of sogiety to adequately regulate and integrate the individual's desires

ide expe in society.
au' ﬁ ‘ \ﬁ ie wﬂﬁ% hﬂ alance later
Ise,"and%inall d Up Wit -destrutti
4) Fatalistic suicide w! located “at the High extreme of the r
q WSSl A AR
‘ ted rdi vas' ‘s I‘ ves ¥ ch

young husbands.




2. Anomic suicide

With the above basic understanding of suicide, anomie suicide seems to be the best

fit with the rise of suicide rate in Sot n society. Durkheim’s theory on anomic

suicide comes into great foghsWR 'f lance of integration and regulation
in South Korean societyZin ole /

Anomy involves animbalan: - and@means are unable to fulfill

o phen the social pressure

e High le
"\..i' e k the society.
Merton (1937) “defin nie suicide ¢ t& @f RAEMleSsness (Cited in Orcultt,

%

1983). However, of “suiciderexpressadithedbersonal stamp on one’s
temperament, includi g _condiions. As Durkheim defined,

suicide remains com

ic theory omest

A

Hamermesh* dhd=S0ss—(1974)-stated-that-an—individuak-tommit suicide when
“Expected Meftime
—

. o
psychologistsﬁ [l scholarsS"ConsSiderssmeide™as an irrationgl |behavior, Hamermesh

3) Econom

ing®stiicide”. While many

and Soss consider_suicide as a rational behavior to maximize individual discounted

ro osMhat suicide decreases with higher

expected Iifetimeﬁ % The_theon :
in Hu igher 1 e nﬁ “ Iitﬂ;rﬂnﬁ, suicide
in e h* and*unempl nt¥siAce 1 reduceés&Xpect e time*utility; that

is bal" health and less in future ?posal income. The model can be applie&tj a
1

VRIFIATUIRINETR

Huang, 1997; Brainerd, 2001; Neumayer, 2003; Rodriguez, 2005). However, there is
a conflict with Durkheim’s hypothesizes that higher income levels increase

independence, and leads to higher suicide rate.



4) Integration theory

Individuals are integrated into a social group, regulated by its norms and

conventions. Therefore, marriages a rates are expected to have a negative
relationship with suicideral \ 8 't ae strengthen family and social
integration. In contras < diy consumption are expected to
' é ;actors represent the lack of

have positive relatio Fwith. ( |C|de‘ates
—

such integration. Meanwhi impagt of fEmaleglaberparticipation on suicide rate
is unclear. If female lal ‘ | s, it has a positive effect on
suicide rate d Neumayer (2003).

However, ‘Wwell as financial benefits

through thei 998). The three main

»
integrations; tha g € Conomic integration will

: S ang :“- al taboos can make suicide
decision more difff p : '_ ( rie 'i Ja % \1: Kuwait), where self-harm is
:  t0 z&r@ (0.1 per 100,000 population).

Inversely, the total sufiCides rate _.," ob U pst IM atheist countries liked China

f£ against suicide.
IQn with suicide rate,

In the west) rell
Unfortunat

especially aman
correlations. AH i/v

(Chandler and Tsiy 1993).

FUBINENTHEINT

orientéd is very important in Japar?]apanese was prolonged conducted as the norm

QISR TR

hardly a chance to get back. In addition, the failure in ac!|evmg the unreac

goals leads to an unbalanced society. The pressure is very high among males since

. Ay
tign Thdicate much weaker

orst, religiou could contri

to suicide in Japan

they all supposed to fill in the top universities, and the high reputation companies,
respectively. Those who fail are doomed as the failure in life. Thus, the unrealistically
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lofty goals create the perfect environment for suicide prone, as well as promoting

altruistic-fatalistic suicide (Chandler and Tsai 1993).

\

. S, Oiwes, 10 r nore and more achievement, in
form of education, caregl SS, an )/H gtudy found that those famous

tha@the n. They are not viewed as

Moreover, Japanese tends to pbeyabodt same in class and even about equal in

special people. Insteads con'"dere -as<thgglueky. ones for being in the right

place at the right time. \ ssures|Ja .\: se. o e and more attempt to be

better than the.as ) \\ -..,}1.,%: c"eonflict, failure of dreams,
] b . . .

and the bitter reali#ation#t J con o ;\\ ¥ \"A-.*_: ely integrated society

with unregul desif€s ghin stimalate suici (C andler and Tsai, 1993).

This kind of ug |te 5 ‘,.'.T_-.- 2Sires s 2 - .;‘_ .‘\ 1 ula for anomy suicide
since it interrupts fi#e scélle gulation ' y % : \ kheim, 1897). To explain
more in depth tHe imgPrta 1 ‘r alanee of \: d integration in society,
Durkheim emphasiged | a¢|' | Peings. Hlimans are all tied to the
biological needs: ood, elter 4 »..-rﬁ " additiglkto these primal needs, people
demand more for s@Ciets rf:': psyche: peds® belonging to a community,

identity, interaction, and f i l‘f-";:‘-._. man desires are endless. Instead of

filling needs, satlsf

pursuing ak_

humans mts

are achieved. Furthermore,
)nhappiness. Thus,
rgate the equilibrium

society. —

i)

4.3) Faml[*lntegratlon Marital status has a strong correlation with suicide

C n ' ideg pIe The
hiw]d ' Egv Eme married
ove ughes 981) erefore, marriage is the best protection against

sumde among those in other marlt‘ status (Samarltan 009).

q W@ MATUURIINIAY

apparently suffer from the demands and restraints of the strong patriarchy structure

=0

liked Japan. Also, it fails to provide a buffer against suicide for the male. Therefore,

both institutions; religion and family are not influential enough in Japan (Chandler and
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Tsai, 1993). His finding was totally conflict with Durkheim (1897) that defined both

religion and family tie as the protection for suicide.

According to the American journgi ¢ , September 2007, it is very common

for people to become depres, i efSo, a divorce can significantly spark

suicidal risk. Statisticaliysge ) i %untreated depression. A US

study further indical€S that=aiC imes more likely to die by
— LS &_

suicide than married pé iept=and. disability were related with

divorce in some of the €SS g'st tro AgsSHApert network in place is strongly
‘ TR o, g \ .

recommended.fe (Gibbons, \ ). Moreover, men are

two and a half ti nopé ri aihit 'Suicide afier divdrce compared to women.

t 1‘--.“- protenged perception that

"

i = - 1 " Ny
women suffer m ' Vals 3). 2, WO men are those who suffer

more than m ] Clallys hawever,*divorce doesn't seem

. . ' kT - ‘\\, ”\
to increase suic Wwoire That Sis "be

USe there is a difference

Men and women h diffex — S in ing saclal bonds. Men enjoy making
A

friends with whom they cafifiangout, whi 2n enjoy making friends with whom

they can share their feeli tle T \Yomen ocialized friendship in term of depth;
RN
whereas meR, are s =t e e

men avoidi.eXxpressing-their-bitterness-and-hurt-during-the- ce. Men are more
/0 d \LJnen can better deal

with the sﬂuaﬂ because <l orthlle men are opposite
sowa, 2000)

rg=of hiding their pain,

likely to feelia
(Breault, and

PLLs mm UNINGINT

The“wersny of Denver, men normally tend to do more self-destructive coping with
stress, like turn to alcohol abuset® Supported with Aivim Baraff, Ph D. (19W

q initiated by women. Therefore, man is shocked with this unexpected news, because

D

he lost not only a wife, but his children, home, money, and importantly, the
preserving role of breadwinner as well. More evidence from Bruce Hillowe, J.D.,
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Ph.D., a family law attorney and a clinical psychologist in Long Island, New York
stated that men lose the role of being a father, while women do not lose the role of

being a mother (Cited in Yang, 2000).

: [ [ € .:_ e, lack of social regulation and
integration that causetigge ' % er than any physical hardship
endured from ..u,... f;" @suicide rate was not only
during economic rec-__‘ mic prosperity as well.
Instead, the extreme ' ; i apditiapswas a result of sudden class
change, a di " | \\ e role conflict and

normlessness kn

In addition, the s pressure to Japanese’

suicides is pa A ording to regression
equation, per capi

, A 5
unemployment \ apan’s boast over other

' .\.,I. ale suicide rates. Also,
| l t

nations as the ec migr| R ; u-;-f.wf athe high' pkesstire to Japanese people as
well. Those who fail to eet th

out (Chandler and Tsal, 19 vf}ﬂ{ o=

5. Dependency ; ,.J-W

Leff (1969)henrized-that-as-the-dependencyrate-tncreased, e working age group

Btatio May think of suicide as the way

bear heavié asp
]

and Jeon | 06)

reduce the family

saving rate anﬁhyswal capitalac

Dependency rateﬁa“negatlve reIatlonshl h economic growth (An and Jeon,

AUSINININGINT

smcm attempters (Nuns, and Loas 2005)

R8N ASAIUNIINYANGY

dependency, due to the generation gap and income dependency. For many rural
elderly, the stress caused by co-residence can be severe to lead some of them

commit suicide (Traphagan, 2004)
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6. Risk Factors for Suicide

There are generally 2 motivations for suicide; Psychological and situational. The first
i | h, suffering from chronic depression,
. Fheecond group dealt with the inability

j @€k, 2009). In addition, mood
Fége‘ ideation and behavior in

: \ppeared the strongest risk
. Reiss and Dombeck (2007)

’ are more likely to
g ffering from depression
are mo#€ |i e treafment singe'eh maly avold seeking help (viewed
: \ ‘ , - As the result, the co-
se"as the mean to reduce

stress.
e Age: suicide hd¥e a 0

problem with tfe in f:..r.r e

e increasing age, e.g. health
e Marital status is li _iving alone and being single both
|ncr se thegri Cof s -‘7 de. Ma Sathe protection against suicide
while v 00d can Ate _):ides. Also, gender
_.'Q.Jommit suicide than

(o

divorc nd I
e Beingaparent, especially mothers, or even preg‘ruht women can reduce
suicide n‘

ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁlﬂ gna....

mdustrlallzed countries.

RIS

e Certain occupations: People with certain occupations are more likely to die

by suicide, for example farmers (who usually woik alone, may be unmarried
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e Economic status plays little ,effect on suicide. Early suicide researchers

defined that poverty was, aymain fisifagtor for suicide by theorizing that being
poor could lead af \ , _ | Zﬂvate or ashamed at times. Their
finding has sh -u_,.___.\ | % d highest-high incomes are
more strongly.associatet Wit*&tESdﬂ other income levels. In

Ith affected the rise of

e loss of 'face’. Obviously,

cial stress that could

/ ‘ - '
However, suicidal beh@vi ‘ plex. sk factors vary by country with age,

gender, and ethnic group tha ge over time. The risk factors for

suicide frequently occur in.comRinatio
quently SERINY f g}?

ﬂﬂﬂ’)ﬂﬂﬂﬁWEﬂﬂ‘i
'QW’]Mﬂ‘SfUNW]'JWFJ’]ﬂEI



CHAPTER 11l

RESEARﬂ_ l ETHODOLOGY
|
|

This research appli

identify the rising

e The stuc e td on-gui idey ra _ to the demographic,
de! : Jide Information on suicide
Yo Jkesentative variables as
! ‘ rat€, crude marriage rate

eVl understand changes in

that could lead to suicide

: E: h Jatabase from WHO, UN

Demographicl ;—‘--_ yeariook, UN database, OECD,

KOSIS and KNSO (i

2. Datalintﬁio : LAY - -)
j provide only crude
vided, but based on 5

death m §§¥also m
years is. Even the Demographic Year Book puklished by UN, WHO, or
even OEC‘ not cover all hlstorWdata The only sources for suicide

A ummmwmm:::::

ranglng from 1983-2008.

ammmmummmw

ics office).
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3. Research tools

3.1) Quantitative research

Multiple linear regression hypothesis in order to find the

relationship of suicid

» O
program. The ma : 3g t a g of suicide rate include

demographic, economic,. i ce the cultural factor is quite

ted factor through computer

limited in term istogieal” pEasurable, : ere, only demographic,
economic and _Sgx 7S Wil ed 10, - jonship of suicide rate.
The study pickedgifie g hinf geprese )Y ) yeach factor to test the

hypothesis as #low; 4

aphig Q 'TF" . d dependency rate)

e Demo#d
e EconomigfFactdr: (@nemployme afd GRP'per capita)

e Social Factog C 9\ " t“\-;"'v__ orce rate)

'I, ¥
This research appI| he - ethed as the mean to test the

~ pr gt

hypothesis. The step inclddedrasisi < '_'

J 5 - ¥
) -W Sy e
o . &L Whigh predictors are the

Test thirjccura

The result from t‘ St&iistic findings can prM more on macro picture that could

ﬂﬁ“ﬁi‘)”ﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂ']ﬂﬁ
W'mmmummmw
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3.2) Documentary research

The general information including the current suicide situations is conducted on the

documentary basis, by searching Qhulalongkorn Library, and websites. In

addition, the apparent high'g 'S, sul o 000-2009 occurred in South Korea
is studied in order tosprevide.s | i€ [ ugd help clarify on the varying

: The research covered 6

Chap
e Chapter

e Chapter 6 J n andj vu

)

v - &

{ -,.-;YE-: L

ﬂuﬂ’mﬂﬂﬁwmﬂﬁ
QW’Imﬂ’ifUSJW]'mEI’]ﬂEJ



CHAPTER IV

V2

—

1. Trend Analysm.__a ——i-

From the overview of 1 ih SoutTigereagthe decreasing on total suicide

mortality rate jOLt-term socioeconomic

&g, mainly from this short-

shocks. In contr Irec

term econo | ! i) Jith  the “ . Olsuicide rates among
OECD countriegglle ith the,incre n0\S ic_rends found in South
Korea, particdfarly si aCconoMmicicrisi \.\ \\» an show that South Korea
suicide is differ s o8 by\Butleiniisuicide is the individual
behavior influehced :" Jratic o1 regulai M, Therefore, socioeconomic
changes should alg idegedht : plai sbuici Lat@ns in South Korea.

P-200

150p02f3

ﬂummmwmm

(http: //data un.org)

9 Wlﬁﬁ”ﬂﬁmﬁd BAANHIAE

domestic borrowing by South Korean firms and financial institutions which later led to
broad re-structuring in South Korea. The interrupted of the accelerating economic

growth of previous decades caused a sudden reversal of the South Korea's annual
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GDP growth rate of 5-10% to —6.7% in 1998. The unemployment rate of 2.6% in the
last quarter of 1997 increased to 8.4% in the first quarter of 1999—hit the peak in

South Korea's recent history. Household income reduced by 6.7% in 1998,

e e‘ucvtion since 1963. Moreover, these

S 0OWVe -/health problems.
bnony: cnﬁs d on the depth and length

of the crisis includj’ng.t' g caamty_ sQgiety.as well. Since 2000, suicide

poverty rates,
major reason for ij oréan Su :
' : T\ cbRihuthe Brly 2000s. The heavy
\. ahas "~ jade the South Korean
economy less \\ sta e economic condition
added with effec ‘
the 1997 ecorfomic #Erisiff’ Jhej ANemy \\ d

involved in bad de 3 iously high. At cord| 0 o the survey, around 4 million

., op up had similarity with

the number of families

South Koreans were; B-pay-their ardi@hd each family owed about 2
million won on average. T ":‘lr ) Ssure' again caused intense stress.

As the result, suicide and. :’.‘:-"f Pz Vgl es increased.

With the d@ ' [ 54 many experts
T Jov _, y exp

| (iys had been applied
L Qi rov@ the economic climate
ce suicide levels. Currently, the unemplo

with no avalil. -
|
supposed to r Nt rate has dropped to

3.2 percent in 20? ut suicide still keeps wcreasmg As people always blame

ADEINONS NI

d|ff| llies, the suicide rate should significantly drop. Unfortunately, South Korea did

not faII in that assumption. Actual‘ South Korea's h uicide has little to

qWIRNTES AUUNTINGINY

suicide rate was up to 24.8. This upsurge occurred at the same time as the hopeful
president; Lee Myung-bak stepped up with promises of economic growth.

Unemployment figures were still holding steady around 3.5 to 4%. None of this can
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support that the economic downturn caused more suicides. However, the alarming
numbers of suicides in modern South Korea are above and beyond economics that

stimulate the sense of despair.

As economic factor seem ta th ki oit of rising suicide rate, the study will

next discuss on interngtioNAleBMpATi }& rovide the clearer picture on

how economic factorefeetingysuici ry ntries. Since Thailand also
— ‘ =3

faced the serious economi 4 e uring 1997-1998, therefore,

Thailand is pic erstanding on the unique

characteristics Qf

2. Internatio

orea: 1997-2007

—e— THAILAND
—=— KOREA

Suicide Rate (/
100,000 persons)
[
o
L

= =

I} ' LlJ‘
Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr/domestic/theme/do01_index.jsp)
and Mlnlstry‘ Public Health (http://www.dmh. Wplan/sumde/su%l .asp)

ﬂ (o] \w e ﬁ\this citle rate vary by
nerall e in"Asian’ cotintries than

t when there was an econgimic downturn. As mentioned earlier, the f|

q mac»mmm NG

recovered, the financial turmoil and despair still existed because the fruits were

enjoyed only by major corporations and their employees, rather than workers of small
to medium-sized companies, who mainly suffered from the recent bankruptcies. More

witnesses from the sudden increase of suicide in 1998 with no sign of decline even
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economic recovery. In contrast, Thailand was also the country most affected by
economic crisis like South Korea in 1997-1998. The suicide rate in Thailand surged
in 1999, and declined after recovery ,of the crisis. Meanwhile, there is only slight

yr ih the west. Thus, suicides would be

effect on suicide when the

Neam countries as well.

Sgﬂé crisis was not so in depth,
bl

related to the differencesy

2.2) Bufferuﬁ%

e —

: lo-cultural itself. Compared to
Thailand, South ( escusieang faster and ended up everything

' ' | \\ gony and nationalism.
i .':“'—a._,_: in term of length,

for example, 4W€ significagl i asing-in flexibi e, |abBMmarket. As the result,

the previous of t rkels, turn to replace with the

increasing profortionfof tg ?\ and dai ‘\';\H ot 43996 in 1996 to 51.6% in
F j | F "" '1.
2002. Job securityfis | r anteed. \ “\-\ *‘-,_ inequality soared during

this period. The®otheglis th t' al s et KOrea was relatively weak

L
\
compared to Thailafid. y external Io \\ c

" th Korean could not buffer
against sudden adve S eco ;....'. : powW what people hate the most is
sudden change. Peofle a *"!"r ures-of- anging habits is much harder than
changing external structuress=By-nature a_being will resist against sudden
change. With, the 1 Ko

country. ) it' citizens are familiar with 1 the comfac 3 £

moreover, &

became a wealthy

luxurious life and

declassment and

A1
-

tLWsec ney l@d job are something
them. This economic crisis affected an‘ ividual in form of the

downward social ‘om since those of ther'yay lose their social prestige, status

mnumm gNINEINT

ably, the unemployment and even increasing inflation are probably paired

utcomes from economic crisis. er |nflat|on When“cost of I|V|ng oes ne

sudden lost
unacceptable
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2.3) Coping Method: In Thailand, since economic crisis, we have learnt from
our beloved king the philosophy of sufficient economy. Sufficiency means moderation

and enough as the behavioral gui el'?s for people at all levels, from the family,
|

community till the nation. TheJide® sgpeople to live with patience, diligence,

- , ance,.ntel ntlveness In this way, we can
balance and be read ' : i I environmental, and cultural

| insio Tew @ speaking, one needs to
i i )G ! aaduio pursue a decent life.
However, the copin /erisis is. fent in South Korea. After the
economic do | Ppecause of the nuclear
problem, but th ; e qualifications as the
protection against_ ar | Iéy, perception of the lofty
re Qi | : ultwe of admiring “over-
achievers” and lo _ . é, ' & the Stfess and pressure became
intense in South - No A ’ | ean life :_" s to be in a circus of
expectations. As t.h i Wi Inotirea e society’s definitions could
easily fall in de igll. Since, ‘ever/ h Kofeans"seem to be in the same
standard, so what =." eegd-{5:16:46 ‘ Vi xeelli s not an option, but a MUST.

B e

Sometimes it's hard living™@ md even harder to meet the social

requirement. Till now, Seg demand a lot beyond normal
standards. /E¥en j ieved those g effds. The expectations
keep on granifigeAnd-the-lear-oilallute-is-Worisome-becatse Orte you experience a
failure, the dn%- urdensome. Social

value, stress,lr}nse pressurethesbreakdown o family slﬂf

motivate depressmn On one hand, thanks for a miserable life since it is the way to

ealk O
—

ture, all of these can

aboutthe lost of

‘rﬁo become a rofessMI including built the potential human
algrasle’ atéd

outh Korea may be conS|de?d as the genius in other countries.

QW’]Mﬂ’iﬂJﬂJW]’WIEI']ﬂEJ

e stress sihc ose who
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2.4) Culture

Below are the main characteristics between Thais and South Korean.

Table 1: Differences chaf@ \ isficg bgtween Thais and South Korea

South Korean
. _ . Well discipline
“Sympatient - ' Can-do spirit
adividuall . - Collectivism
asy to giye eup o e =Ambitious / lofty expectation
I Proactive

Unique Style : - a \
. dr Wih \_"‘ ovative/nationalism

Nature

\- ' Strict
Serious
Intense

Competition/ ;
Stress/ Pressufe

Family AMilyET ‘ W, Nuclear Family
% llndependency

Culture ' re V Q ‘\ QUI culture / hard working
.u e D ., Seniority based

e d|f charagcteristic | . weeh Thais society and South

The above table F OW.
Korean society. Thet lyle_betwee .- outh Korean totally stand on
opposite pole. Moreover, $ " gaThar W|th the aggression as it often
shown through nearly a J“*-g,,: , 0 ean and film. The real life is not so
different fro cen in d

created int S
an's
e

South Korea

aling with aggression
1 self-harm. Again,
.= € intense stress and
= | o
pressure candﬁ revailing See oll orea. veryone|| the competition, self-

confident, serlous nd refuse to lose. So, when they face W|th the serious trouble,

inst a ki iked Thai people, ways_chogse to solve
%Ives w ﬂlcu ’ g smi solutions
In®h parents/ also®d pect their

children to ask help from anyone scce they also assugs that their children ar

9 W?Ef AT INEINY

uphold pride.

According to The United Nations, 90 percent of suicides caused by mental disorders

but socio-cultural and economic pressures play a large part. We have seen a lot of
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social changes over the last 40 years and South Korean are having a hard time
keeping up with capitalist values. Noticeably, the South Korean showbiz all present

the kind of comedy for relieving the South Korean’ stresses. Cigarettes and alcohol

abuse seem to be another @ t felieving various daily stresses. The
: ' o died from the leading disease

ﬂs lung cancer from smoking,
,mmd provide more healthy

= here is itself an inhumane
u ]

S

-\' ts of the Child pointed the

stval

g on tF

Me of their life hinged on the

iglaté@the children's "rights to play".
pPare one of the most valuable times in
one’s entire life. It .-;’!' ey life. In turn, it is rare to see
teenagers@b ing '_ 1 the countryside in
South Koreg! u e CSAT test-taker.
Listening to '» e hormally seen among
the current geH ation. Sleepin pastime but dﬁ]udent proverb says “if

you sIeep for four urs a night you'll get into the college of your choice - if you sleep

0 :
aver put in the h|g est number

And after all of that, there is pres#re to get marrled have a healthy fa

AWIRITTIN IMTINGIAH

SaQVeLmgal enough

oj hours per week among all OECD' countries.

h Kereaniemployees on
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4. Age Analysis

Table 2: Number of suicides b e group and gender, South Korea, 2006

Age (years) 5-14 15-24 ; | -54 | 55-64 65-74 75+ All
Males 15 3 & 1288 1232 723 | 7249
Females 21 ; '/ 352 548 700 | 3439
Total 36 - 57 0 1780 | 1423 | 10688

Source: World Health.

e —
o — 1108 wwwy%mlth/media/repkor.pdf)

Risk factors for Sk - ffer é n ’ study found the high

number. How i wih '*_. ig ident in women than
in men. A womeny >
we take pop Jeration, the statistics

showed the worrj i ey of b hdel, While the high suicide rate

among men I as Binemployment, divorce,

alcohol and drug heWlibmen side may related to
J - . o .

Confucianism value, and ine He- ineq Meanwhile, the increase of elderly

suicides was attributéd to "H'H in. atedifactor. Also, age differences

Police suggest that teenager mainly

kill themselves over.ediiation problem: ghdue to_economic woes, and
seniors be@ Ith problem:s #uth Korea suicide
rates signik » ! Jwe elderly over 55

continuously

m er,me younger showed a
higher proporti@ial suicide rate compared to older.

AUt INeNineIng
QIR TN INGIAE



26

Table 3: Suicide among Leading Causes of Death by Age Group, 2005

Rank Total <10 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80+
1 MN TA TA ide ici MN MN MN MN MN
2 cv MN Suicide; I ' Suicide CVD CVD CVD CVD
3 Heart CM i Liver Heart Heart Heart
4 Suicide | Accidental Heart DM DM CLR
5 DB Falls.... Suicide Suicide CLR Hypertensive
NOTE:

iely new phenomenon in South
Korea. In conclusio C > ‘\ Korea was composed of a
perif@Ral increase in the younger

group. Fortunately, t icide-rat / e ongehildren.

4.1) Elderly SUICId ce with a rapidly aging society and

rising poverty, amoR beirz;jrgeted as victims,

evidenced oy the rising to a record high of - 45.3% of the tote re than half of the

elderly sun@

&m’mber were due to

financial diffic pis 0 an\ﬁsufﬁcient support from
| i

society could a sibly lead to the growing number of elderl

people find them‘i\msolated struggling f|”|ally and avoiding being burden to

ﬁ:‘v uigi ong the

VEL IR INE NS

Iow— d jobs and consequently I|ved in extreme poverty. Compared to other OECD

countries, labor market partl(:lpatl the elderly ag“ver 65 was much hi ‘

QAR FRHANESRY
undfa r ol [

their after retirement means the time for happiness traveling around. In South Korea,

icides as more elderly

the livings were often characterized by frequent family quarrels, desertion by family,
and death of the spouse or disobedience of younger family members. So, they were
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in the circumstances of poverty, isolation, loneliness, social insecurity and also some
form of chronic illness. Also, those conditions were further roused by the poor of

social welfare provided by government

Table 4: EIderI | _populations), 1998-2002

¥ | 2001 2002

2 56.6 66.2

Male 75+ e — 916 | 1305

Female 65-7. &g | 206 | 261

Female#?5+ A 285 32, 61.4

; es; rl iz
(ht 7a s Int/whosis/d ! I 1| ss.cfm)

From table, a gi@nificant igCrease i uicicle ¢ re aged was observed
in both sexes. Igfftou V *th is? al n between increase life
expectancy ané” incfasgtl, sui _, ame uti Korean. As longevity
increased, preparafin fi (?d\ € f" s home care has become
more critical for the elderly. " r e, theWounger generation feels less
responsible for takingFcarg ol 42 . The Confucian ideology of Hyo
(filial piety) seemed to We?lk. : 5{ erefore, the quality of life for elderly

people may be wor

e increase in South Korean
elderly sui@ —

L)

i&‘ appears to become
grabs publicﬂ%tention. Many experts

4.2)
such a comde henomenon

think the sharp r| in adult suicide is mfluencmg the surge seen in child suicide

%:] ﬂ'SgVi [of ith high-
e i % ongjthe youth.
outh ™ sUicl es oncern with hyper-education system. Students themselves

kne that their parents are spendlw huge amounts of&ney for their educatl

q mmm WINTINYITY

things outside classroom. Therefore, during and after CSAT, there were many

student suicides. The stress on these teens is overwhelming. Moreover, many South

Korean teens have no support system since most of their life hinged with studying,
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and later lead to disconnected and isolated from family and friends. Finally, it ends up

t,hard to the younger and middle-aged
/ arply after economic downturn.
mequallty, the inequality for

= eased obviously after 1998

with increased risk for teen suicide.

_ -.L_____ the 1997 economic crisis
also affected the incr i A DlQ me W2 part time workers. The
: Withe.the weak social most
dnd middle-aged people in
South Korea: ol calisgs ir cluded the s - Fate (crude divorce rate

) 98 and \"ﬂ_; e decline in the number
er accelerated the problem
%o 6.5 in 2005). Finally,
technology se ct theris 7 SuigiCe incliding Internet or mass
0 et i So ’ pellan important cause of the
increase in suicide ary BYouAger- 'o=\. ed. The Internet can be the
means to exchange fips a f ' g together people having suicidal

thoughts. In short, the pre U Hm | SUCCE ool and work may be so intensive

_.-ﬂ;,,,_,
that young 'ﬂth e will
5. Gender

5.1) WMen Suicides: Unfortunately, suicides of Sde Korean women often
regarded as mdw?Jal matters rather than maomal context. Generally, suicides of

AN TSN SN =

meqqlty seems to be the big issue in Confucius countries. Female suicide is

apparently higher in those Confl‘an nations. Com d to Western Euro

qEIANAIT. ANIINLIRY

(Korea Times, 06/02/09). Noticeably, most of high profile suicides in South Korea are
female. These high suicide rates among women also push South Korea's suicide rate

to be high. The trend is not only South Korea, but is shared among its neighbors as
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well. South Korea, China, Japan, Hong Kong and Taiwan hold the top five spots in
world suicide rates for women. This is not an accident, but there is something unique
in East Asia that lead women to kill themselves in greater numbers. The high rate of

onomic and social position of South
j Id conservative values and the

ratlon women are Caught in

Ies conflict along with the

tiens. Women are expected

O iscourages women to

in term of appearance,

\ Chinese women are not
and have little access to
subordinate, while South
. Mo 0 ‘ il Korean women are well-

erythifig can change by surgery in

South Korea. They can put what they lack is the social
opportunity. Sadly, only.

degree are :m

investment vmm.-_ gic4tion if South Korea

orean women with a university

_ugeless wasting public

do not waff § g o OECD, South Korea
employment r4 in 2008 was 63.8 percent rank 22" Thﬁte falls far behind the
world average ecause South Korea has Iarge numbers of housewives, students,

includj

1E31EnInens
qmmmmummma" d
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5.2) Men suicides: The depression is more common in women, but
surprisingly, men suicide. Statistically, men are far more likely to take their own lives

than women. Moreover, most of men don't ask for help before their death. Therefore,

men suicides are somehow derstood However, several pointers
share a common feature n souety

e Hyper-e ml|lw co nged adolescence stage.

As a resultz at a much later age than

previously. : Erati . kabegan at the age of 14; one

: . = AT S
o i ail X chio'fiealth problems
&

. insecuri ariharedihe norm for many

e ith stress
L1

nuclear family

J

The national ch '*'

° Bhs

:

6. How South K@Eumlde is dlfferent’7

AUBINLNIHEIAT
RAIATHIINgIaY

where people are willing to scarify for the nation since suicide seems to be

very common and acceptable.
o Country that was previously ruled under dictatorship seems to have the

high suicide rate.
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e Female suicide is higher in those Confucian nations apparently.

In conclusion, below is the special characteristic of South Korean suicides.

e The rise of suicideyfe '; ) hghe decrease in total mortality rate.

i ownt ' ﬁ ore on Asians than the west.
e Among A ians sl’s sxﬂ&' ' inversed with the economic
A — .. - | - a--—— . -
i ization figures, rates of suicide

0 people between 1996

p.no sign of downward

gapore and Taiwan,

ihancial crisis, showed no

more frequent when
101 nsdden economic growth.
e The pog 2SS incline suicidle _ selin more secure status.

*  Women arefffrst tod8 i

e More suicides .' Korean old age after retirement

period, while the#we Letirement with less suicide.

@fu i n value: Me wigh~ dignity of being
. winner-wntie-women suiciaes ot AT DT :- I’dll’late

3 9 psufficient life and too

denﬂ\ding culttire , outh P ea may be considered
genius in other countries.

e In theﬁlﬂthe sense of selfwu is encouraged; “Who cares what

AUEINARINBING

. Because of group- orleeted value, it's eass to extract cooperatlon in

AR TR I TEIRY

makes man oreans Iemmlngs in case of suicide. Therefore,
copycat is more worried since there is a high tendency for South Korean
to imitate.
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e Internet Harassment: Due to the seniority system, it could be the
pressure for South Korean to use internet as the place to express their

indeed feellngs Therefore,. in South Korea, the internet culture is more

s

imply h v ' .___\ made it harder for

countries since people don't respect

links with South Korea’'s
fisinternet hi-speed and the

ot easy to break, it can

< ante
;i [\ ¢ [e

increased stress levels and
yithe lan y recession.

. ' over i  '§: 5ty thiet@, e, mafly, opportunity to die, so it is

- . edicine and advance

' kp&Btancy, there is no more

vith hig \ ial'llessure, that makes their

t\. S \\ ess frequently in the past

when ‘ o in.t OUS Pa y. hen death is easy in the

past, peop| i "“"" 50 dayls, when they can really avoid
n-to-g € heir lives.

ptition, self-confident, serious and

'r:e:&s tofbear.

- . )
al crime, thieves, and
WL

Prolon d dealing with aggression and serious practice on seniority

AUBSYEI NS

ql hamed culture: One’s failure is not the individual failure, but families
as well. In South Korea"(here is a tradltloracommlttmg suicide |

AWIASTIS A e Y]

disorders. Unfortunately, there is stigma attached to mental illness in

suicide is prevailing

South Korea.

South Korea.
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e |tis uncommon to ask for help in South Korea. Instead of asking for help
liked Thai people, South Koreans always choose to solve problem by

themselves.

e Faked death: Insies . outh Korea is now crazy on "well-

ing" 3 % death is a reminder to live”,
fake dea $ ( perience death, and make
— . . | - -——i

orporations - from Samsung

hE kcenters.  International
alSg sent their staff on the

i ssure in South Korea’s

J iCi nces S h Smihe Wiurers pay the death benefits

for suicides for tF i€lves under the condition of 2 years

after signing. ’ Btry's three largest life insurers;

i it 2 : ﬁ 92.4 billion won in

_V.:_mﬂ_mm"“m ------ ’ GF Q percent from the
3 c .— 2lso rose 4.9 percent
- L}

685 cases N the one-vear period from Apﬂ‘zoos to March 2009”
(Korea |mes 05-17-2009).

ﬂﬂrﬂ ANUNINYINT::

its cultural heritage; that is Confucianism from the pre-modern era.

LN AT INGI Y

7 . Method of Suicide in South Korea

to

In 1990s, poisonous substances are the most common method of suicide. Around
40% of suicides are committed by this method. There were differences in substances
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used among men and women. Men tend to use more toxic substances like pesticides
and poisonous chemicals. On the other hand, women used less toxic substances like
prescribed medication and househaold chemicals. The second most common method

is hanging with around 30% mmitted. However, hanging rate was

rising continuously sincegids ,_ , u' g the economic crisis. In 1996-
1998, hanging became N ' e, foIIowed by poisoning and
' n effect on the method of

‘ suicide. Noticeably, most of
high-profile suicidesg ' .. i 5 their'sUic » "4., which coincides with the
v ,fire, drowning, stabbing and
so on. Howevegg® je 3 SE :‘,_ ‘ South Korea restricts
: 5 AS are rare in South Korea

compared to ot@er degV i€ arest athneans the difficulty in

The linked prob , chiefly for economic and

psychological rathg religi' S e .5?; 1S As family & pstige mainly depends on
‘ X . \ ’ L .
power and wealth, S Koréan-concea gidesiNBorder to maintain the family’s

reputation. Logically; sui ‘{' ect i 'e family in form of marriage ability
of the children as WeII as. L“-:“"‘l JATKIIg; lical men find good excuse to list a

i, : :
suicide as aRgaccid ava straught family from further
harassmer&_ “authorities. Also, there is a stigma associated with depression for

South KoreL a

falls during theﬂono C 0 the Cﬂwealment of suicide.

8. High-Profile SW&S AnaIyS|s

c%%’ a I th h Eleb’ igide tlhan South
During the past several years, the continuous list of high profile suicide has

left everyone wondering why. It‘ounds weird tha ose who completel have

q RARINIUURTINY TN

pain is too unbearable and finally end up suicide as the way to fix-it. Behind the ever-

iental drowning and

cheerful image and smile lies the dark side of a star. It is difficult to predict that which

one is in depression, and who was in depth depression till committed suicide.
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Many of superstars’ suicide linked with the pressure and stress that come with fame.
Most of them are jumping too fast into the superstar status. Of course, after the initial

brush with success, more expectations are demanding by you, family, company and

the society. As the result, theyg ing treated so well like a prince/princess
from their company/man ; ( / surrounding people. Everything
ir ~thos superstars 1 E life as the fairy tale, but think

inghandling with their personal

to match with t _ sllicida trend \ s. There’s no balance
in the lives. ‘ 0 o--""n.\ han average people. The
failure is not justgili . s,/ bt of : ."'.H:sl'!' ocial failure as well. For
many South Korea igicesperh 0SS DE \".\ only means to escape the

) arica, those superstars had
been dealing with t longed fan & titn ey ears, Lindsey Lohan, Paris
Hilton, they all just deteriofaie_th /e Ftheir former selves by getting drunk

and use drugs abuse in ogider:

ATV ms instead of committing suicide.
Not that Ametica’s Ll SEENY

e differences of how the
celebrities Geatwith-being-famous.-Actually,-the-suicidesituatidnin South Korea isn't
just for thoh

suicides amonguommon peop

own lives is commonly seen in the newspaper. Therefore, this chapter will pick up the

South, Korean’ hig ile suicides during M)-ZO_OQ as the representative case
st iue lear Wﬂ Wfru%aWnEi:tor Iff t gﬁcide vary
by* e . . - ¥\ ¥ "l '

ARIANTAUNNIINYIAY

o0LDe€n hit with a rise of
—

'
ews of evepyday-citizens taking their
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9. Case studies on high profile’ suicides

Table 5: Table of High-Profile Suicides

Wy,

2005:

2008:

2009:

i - i . Jir At A e ) nd
Case Studies # 1: Lee . f-:'JJ_;" 1, eb. 22", 2005

Actress |ee Eun-joo, 24, was found hanged with a belt » wrists were slit in

her apartm‘n !

insomnia. Herﬂcide : saiﬁvmm, | am sorry and |
love you." Anetifer note said "I wanted to do too much 2 though I live, I'm not

really alive. | don' ﬁ/ﬁmyone to be dlsappw It's nice having money... | wanted

AUEINENINGINT

s gambling debts, abuse, and criticism led to her depression and eventual

q HiadnInlunINgna

appeared in TV dramas such as Start and KAIST, followed with her film debut in the

%J‘fer depressed and

award-winning Rainbow Trout. Also, Lee starred in popular and well-received films

like A Bungee Jumping of Their Own, A Virgin Stripped Bare by her Bachelors,



37

Lover's Concerto, and Taegukgi. She gained the most popularity on the television
drama Firebird. Her performances were equally well-welcomed, and she was one of

the most popular and respected actresses working in South Korea. However, many

xgoffice disappointments.

of & f{( ovie, “The Scarlet Letter” has

fi -, ’or m‘er d&gme reports said, “She was

: ole in The Scarlet Letter.”

3 ( aylng characters whose
a, if a woman appears
diwhierarchy and carries a
. ’ ch stigma applies to
e »'-‘; en can stroll topless on

i\ \ \ \ g stpport of husband with
ily, th 4 E DM is real in the west, but
\ \ h as Eun-kyeong Shin and

However, it is hard t ieve ihat the all de s@enes from The Scarlet Letter
caused her depression zi”'ﬁ;" was nc Weto nude scenes. She got involved in
several similar roles-n=A=\irgid Stuppe her Bachelors”, as well as “A

Bungee J@
unstained, .kh

was remarkably
\M)uld be because of

her ability to =skla e leenventional characters.
| |
However, in “ I rlet Letter”, she was performed beautifull I ven the scenes were

obscene, but it dl(w\(Bmtually expose any of Wprlvate body parts. By contrast, her

AUHINERTNEINE

felt gt such a scene would cause her depressed, she probably refuse taken the

role. Although some desperate a(‘esses need to peff@yn nude scenes in ofdgl

QIR AUATI nEas

Taegukgi. So, there was no need for her to act in a movie that she feel uncomfortable
with. Of course, we are not taking into account the compulsory pressure from her

agency. Also, it doesn't make sense that she would commit suicide for such a
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reason, especially since most people thought the scenes that she performed were

very appropriate for the movie.

to, along with some new

er reputation likely to have
S actress, on the A-list
iety of characters. Many
over, she had just

h ath. So, it's difficult to
Lee giving it all up for

Il plicit role are especially

‘ :

Case Studies # 2 U;née: A ﬂ . 218200

U;Nee, 26, a young smger_ : : , eer was found hanged from a door
B o

frame in her home in | who were waiting for her third

albums. P@

suicide note,
Al
sweats. U-Neezals

i@The singer left no

: ;Nee in her regular
careept of her music video

ed to film her on the 22", She was

the night of hem uicide and she w

, which makes her suicide even more

perceived as a br'?ht and an outgoing perso

SUrPESI in U 'Sacl ), “U;Nee
re d tm t egti@prgssion But ot onsistghtly which
wor her condition”. On the other hand, U;Nee’s mom thought that she was better

after she took her medication and gfie did not notice a hange in her behaV|

q Wﬁl’ﬁ S UITINGINY

People have speculated U;Nee was suffering from the huge pressure associated with

the release of the new album and was upset by online attacks.
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U;Nee born to an un-wed mother, and suffered a difficult childhood. According to
KBS talk show in 2005, she said, "I lived with just my grandmother when | was a

child. It was really hard to live without,a father.” She came to public attention under
the name Lee Hye-ryeon with hefigle KBS TV drama "Grown-ups Just Don't
Understand” in 1996. Shegg{ .. U : ) / I venteen" in 1998 and later in TV
dramas "Theme Gamg_h_; T '7. X ' : Een she changed her name to
U;Nee in 2003 to Im. rt for the new singer, but

eRd-album, “Call Call Call.” Her

she began to gai

sexy dance and revea ' - ) favo eenagers across Asia.

. i \\ : b T H B “
Her depression ‘ ( AN, MTeh, VeRusite posting that “l feel
everything is ifwalkifip goWma'pathite redth a destination that |
4 - i i! L.
don’t know.” U; ) i erenhi ?“*_\ _Many fans visited her

home page f

%, e
\ omp i8¢ serVer to overload. Within

an hour of her

! LY
ly 3,000 'MesSales were posted on her

homepage. Most po .' ssed S| : : \ er would kill herself before
her launching albug: ressec " Ience chfas, "May she rest in peace
in Heaven." Na sun-Ygling ok 3--71547 Kol hich pr@vides a telephone counseling

service aimed at pr ing-suieides “sai 0Wing the death of Yuni, | received

many calls from young pe p| -,-r* w,ﬂ es were thinking about committing
suicide be(@e ey dn't sja ‘d it and committed
suicide.” A 1e-noted-that-in-March-2005.-a-Wwave-of-cobyCat suicides hit South

Korea in er i ¢ herown life.

e
r 11
Case Studiesuz Jeong Da-bin, Aged 27, Death: Feb. 1GM‘ 2007

‘ w ound her
Irie iar “She was

obvigusly depressed from a recent shortage of work Her boyfriend, Lee, said “He

took Jeong back to his house bec‘rse she got drunk ile hanging out with fiie ds

A WIRNII R BIINLIAY

on her personal blog, titled "Finished" said, "I'm complicated and | feel like I'm going

to die...l have lost my identity.” A woman named Jang, who had been drinking with



40

Jeong, said “Jeong invited friends to her house the day after tomorrow, and she

showed great determination about her acting career.”

Jeong Da-Bin was mostly kno eading role in drama “Cat in Rooftop,” and

the movie “The Guy was ' ; career went down since then. She

underwent massive plasti [ : gtt attempt to restore it, but it

brought her more cr s re= ght in a legal dispute with
— ‘ 2 s_

her former managem 1 -.L,_____ rthermore, her mom was

suspect that sign of murder. On the

other hand, Jeo f-‘-.._‘-- her death was not

suicide and i _ | ,Mellia's Ditector, Park Hyun said
“There was somggfli - . .'\.'|'\‘~. ’ w to commit suicide. All
of the proble “ v Ng w/e a’ \“ “\*;.‘.; that' she got drunk at her
boyfriend's hous aybeforef 'f‘--‘j‘, ident \ D3 with 4 people including
her boyfriend share 5 Q - e Je@nd\fiaid the bill and there was an
employee's statemy Nasn' dry k. A SCar of Jeong’s wrist was not from
a suicide attempt in Qglibber .‘-;-?-'::. ie d afl mentioned, but a wound she

received in her first yar [ f{ i plems With her former company were
almost solved.” Director‘P ;;_l;-g;n --—- gos 2 months left until her former
manager wag gm “sued. The | _ company; one was
decided asd imaterial-and-the other one was-decided 2 ] sation. Everything
&g&!s showed strong
determmaﬂonﬂ her er nework was decided and
she was in the*midst of picking other pieces too. Besides, s

Also, she made f&mappomtments with ¢ acqualntances and promised to go

ﬂ‘ﬂ HANENINGANT

sumde including commen ted how suicide was bad with her coordinator and

QRTINS IwTANENA Y

was getti

w
-

loved her family a lot.
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Case Studies # 4: Ahn Jae-hwan: Aged 36, Sep. 8", 2008

Actor Ahn Jae-hwan, 36, was found dead in the back seat of a black van on

|

is car parked unmoved for the past two
' 'g/fci state when found. The police
V9 - j ins were not discovered until

fa mcwh wé ibouts unknown. The police

assumed that he gassé i in his car in;oréerto-end.his life. Two empty bottles

September 8", 2008. Eye-witness

weeks. The body was a saay

of soju and two charco ting. wasiQt '- his van. One of charcoal
block was bur ath. |

g > . -y
Ahn Jae Hw i ey e "0t thehianTols, “celebrity couples” in
the South Korea ir indu: ad st B8k married last November,
N % B
gidelis ‘*\- ated as the result of his

AW N

repeated failures 4 §Ses. | an' edia reported that he was struggling with

Tt .
mounting debt n,ﬁ;;c e hg \ .‘\- he failed to repay debts that
(dlde |+ :
may have amount en 3 ’ui?‘; oftillte a\ j/lioggwon ($2.4 million to $4.8

million). Back to May stopipleduction on his movie project,

entitled, “lcing” due a Jack--0 putebetween production staff. In

addition, he also had cosmg ;-—--

ed with his wife that were not going
well. He needed at lea
Some spe@ |
Hee in Apri‘
leading to a t rent b

Hee being suﬁnded and Ahn Jae Hwan’s business to sm eventually leading to
bankruptcy. He Ie'bﬂd a suicide note don&iy his body if found right away. Also,

ANYTNEMING T

Case studies # 5: Choi Jin Sil, Afd 39, October 22008

. | v
eoul home. She had left no

suicide note. According to South Korean news reports, Choi became depressed

ment to_re-run his business.

ils wife, Jung Sun
'4 mad cow protests,

6 ently led to Jung Sun

herself with a rope made of

when rumors started circulating. In late September, an employee at a Seoul
securities house started posting rumors about Choi in a chat room accusing her as
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being a heartless loan shark responsible for the suicide of her fellow actor, Ahn Jae-

hwan to repay her a debt accumulated more than $2 million before he took his own

life in September, 2008. Within days, .the speedy wide-spread of internet hate
inundated attacks on Choi's me fff]y ter. Even the rumors were fabricated,

_ Id bear. "I am lonely and | am
ostracized," she wrotc™ingherag ar "| breathe " After enduring the
f her Seoul home on Oct.

According to ' ' i ‘ Kiliedsherself | "momentary impulse"

driven by malici

Looking at her aSyone of the South Korea’'s
most famous i decad: 4, the er of two young children.
Unbelievably, thgF ti e ardetl rii "'-, can turn quickly and
mercilessly hurt her. 1n3tion's Actiess” JChai staixed  some 16 movies and
more than a dozeny ‘opk 4 ut the' 18908 Everything seems smooth

until 2002; her caree 1itWhen her troubied mé iage and subsequent divorce
from Cho Sung Min,"the ."’E{, es bas glayer n Japan was revealed to the
public. Naturally, South f.’-:?’? ijke strong women, and regarded

single momsgas T her divorce in 2004, Choi

became somehow-expel-from-producers-and-broadcasters-who Wvere still reluctant to

eMfald attempt to speak
openly on theﬁﬂaoo topie S unpofﬁkr public perception of
single moms i South Korea, it seemed didn’t help. Lee Mfijeong, a fellow at the

Korean Women' sﬁﬂpment Institute said@§Zihere is still a negative notion about

ﬁzﬂ EJ"m t.m:m tmmf::;:g:z

the shame of I|V|ng without a father. As the result of her apparent suicide, she

single, working, divorced mom still an unorthodox status in South Korea. It was a role

put single Y othe

she had a lot of trouble with.
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Case studies # 6: Jang Chae-won, Aged 26, Death: October 3", 2008

Again, the South Korean public is shocked with the departure of celebrity suicides. In

just one week, three South Kor sjare dead from apparent suicides. In the

week following the suicideh X '/at Es,, Choi Jin-sil, two homosexual
i thei ives )p/ olice investigator, the 39-year-

' | her&oulé&l 2", The next day, 26-year-

old transgender _entertai ang ‘Chae-,

nd dead under similar

circumstances. And o ” ‘_ i-hoc ‘ ras anged in his bedroom. Kim

and Jang w . 3 gay and transsexual

celebrities in S attached taboos on

homosexuali
\ \ o

Jang Chae-w, ) n-th . .'\ ofgher M@Ine in Seoul, one day

after Choi's deat '“~ |th her boyfriend on the

- ‘r i' ‘ )
day of her death” ._1,: s.iriend, “Afte ‘ e news of Choi's death,
3 dhll )= .
Jang said that she nde fand, Cho fce ‘e@nCluied that the direct cause of
the suicide was the br uith her b ’ so suspect Choi's death had

7 jere there in advance; Jang started
posting messages on her.p -biog-o ember, 2008 liked “Will the end of my
life be a comedy or g : o7 KL ife i3 1€ and “l wish everything would
go the Wa@ /, 1t _'her suicide stated,

“Mom, I'm §p ;KJ

| o

Jang Chae-wcllubecame ta iIn 2004 whenl@pe appeared on SBS

television progra “Truth Game” as a cross-dressing man who was noted that even

to guess
u go on th i? g had acted as ‘a

oman and the panelists m|SJudged Im as a woman at that time due to his

femlnlne appearance, delicate faf line, soft skin a other woman-like fe UgeS.

q W’J ANIUAMITNLIRY

Jang disclosed as a being transgender. Shortly after the broadcast, Jang emerged as
a popular ‘'search’ word on the Internet and Jang’s mini-homepage

(http://cyworld.nate.com/my5425) has been rushed by hundreds of thousands of
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netizens. She has not appeared on other shows since then, but still has gained public
attention, being called the “second Harisu,” a famous transgender entertainer who

also changed sex from male to female.

Case Studies # 7: Kim Ji;
At the age of 23, Ki i i ' se he got harassed through
Internet for bemgW‘ ‘ ( :

after appearmg"ﬁs)a“ W
“Before and Aftgj ' eh
Kick”. Latest, Ki}n 5

MBC television drama,
% The Unstoppable High

arar ), ‘Coming Out”, where he
‘ \ Following his public

nentiagency did not renew his

%,
-

contract and peeny TX ' nd fashi gcel@@\his appearances. His
blog was full with g | st 3 S .\‘x,‘~ ~ g his sexual orientation.
Police confirmed his gé ] [ dé a i S \“v\ id eflects public prejudice
toward homosexua Ir di a'. ' cleding, inthe entertainment industry.”

His suicide note state |ff|c situation. Please cremate my

body."

Actually, there is nothi ”', 0 body have their own way of life,

and it is SL{% £ es, not others. If it

was wrongj * he phobic where the

4
traditional sé , 2 |w “You can rarely find
openly gays sd{ﬂ it must be secretive bemng gay in South %a The cornerstone of

South Korean cula‘re pressures everyone to ;et married and have children. Every

|n South
f : ’ Its quite
rldlc us, and later coul creae the worse problem a ectlng both personal and

famlly Evidenced by many gay be'S at Itaewon Streeﬂls can show that th

q RIAIATUUNTINSINY

homosexual is easily found on the street. Thailand was one of the most accepting

countries for homosexuality.



45

Case Studies # 8: Kim Seok-Kyun, Aged 30, Death: January 17", 2009

A 30 year-old, Kim Seok-kyun was found dead in his home on January 17", 2009,

Li# making news not so much because
€ ,Xglmost nothing about his work.
Kim got a late star{ Offs= >ng c‘aeer‘ a=SHOIL film when he was 26. He

followed with several.mg unknown. It's speculated
that his suicide came frguer ‘, Uepressi r.hi ignant career including a series

of failed film and sical

Case Studie O: Jaw

The scarlet actiess agt as, foug
A\ : .
\‘\\ hégigome in Bundang. Police

",I_ .
Se ckwaves across South

She hung hérself from J&
confirmed her @@ath sflicide. P
Korea. Almost one gilliofyf f “visited herwensit Ne 48 hours after her death.

Her close friendsfF evedled that'stie- I preSsed. One day before her
g to"@le.” Jang were orphaned at a
young age. Back up with J, ;..;..,.7.._....'. said, “Jang had been suffering from
depression since their of"’;ﬂ, ident ten years ago.” While she
appeared @r ' g v ﬁg depression turned

worse rec ( rself in room. She

&

opU r'g'z as a tricky schoolgirl,
Haaiting the release ot ner first two films whﬂﬂ‘she died. Though her

drama was critici?d for the weak plot, and need to pay huge funds to secure ads

plagements, g i in rings 1a0s. bggan .eariag, a lot of
reﬁtu:g mi rwbgev? : (wjg Qrwﬂﬁareer life
ht. | ‘ =i ;
, o n esale Wiiiten ‘ NGyt ndingy oi N Af g
ARTRI TN IR TR
q also implicated the powerful individuals |rn Sou

starred in the

and was also

seerqso brig

th Korea’s media and entertainment
circles. In the letter, Jang describes her distress at repeatedly forced by her agent,
Kim Sung-hoon, to have sex with several influential figures, some her father’'s age or
older, and threatened violence if she refused to have sex with them. The executive
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names haven't been revealed yet, and it turns out that people are more eager to
know the alleged list of the men whom she was forced to have sex with rather than

actually paying attention to the substance of her death. Finally, police have launched

a probe into 12 individuals named§in ¥ Ietter Online bloggers and women’s
groups ask for protectiongfor ,_ )SE ording to the report, her suicide

note suggested that Jafge sl like & prosti /M lled to a bar and pressured to
accept a request fora-sex i ip. E@s young actress who can't

fix what is so e\W i 4 . he wanted to reveal her

As in case of J ' ily Fall in ) depre Mo the insecurity on their
potential fame®or sug€esgfor f‘_ | bf eo \ it's tifficult struggling to be
et e VIP alone, who hints
7 ng er lavish lifestyle. And,
this is a part of th | 1, foe .‘ Zf, Star. Acooldi ‘ to Jang’s accusation, the
exploitation abuse a EV. _"" » oD .o\ Or their fames seem to affect
celebs suicides. This'is ’r...:n.- on , ' gbahgsin-gi who also came out to

the public agalnst thelr ag ﬂp-.' w D including asking the company to
re-new the fajr con ith the~enormous amount of
benefit, exgd] oT' ation—and-—abuse—-is—-the -dirtv—-secret—-of- mrtainment industry

globally. ,.-‘ Ky alerywhere else also

in particular faﬁﬁi with M

Case Studies #13’\& Seung yeon AgedUDeath Apr|I 27", 2009

09 at her Southern eoul home. The suicide is belleved to deal with

depressmn A family member reve‘fed that she had r ntIy received treatm

q W‘?I ﬁ MIUARTINY T

number of auditions for her new roles recently and also the breaking up with her long
time boyfriend. Her five-line suicide note to her family said, “I love my family. I'm

sorry I'm leaving before you.” Police said, “It seems that a combination of fear of the
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future and depression about her current situation led to Woo's suicide.” Woo Seung-
yeon started off as the top five internet uljjang. After that she began her life as a

model, and then as the actress. She had earned recognition for her minor roles in

several movies and dramas. dgin the movie, “Herb” and the mobile

sitcom, “Yap”. Her mo LiE film, “Private Eye”, which was

launched in early April,

figures. Presi ‘ e third ifer: MBok his own life in the
past 100 years doft F @ [ me ( hilean President Salvador

Allende). Ro v i€ide i"'e;:- mids \ for his corruption on

May 23" 2009. A andal.against'R¢ “"‘-.| l e worst cases against a
e A ¥

"4

convicted of pock ~miflions of ‘dollz
_ 1%

\\ pan ex-presidents were also
\ Nl bribes. Chun Doo-hwan,
president from 1 1-1988, wa illion, \ ile Roh Tae-woo, leader from
1998-1993, was fined$35@ rﬂ"} Thoug wo @k-presidents were much more
highly corrupt and face th, haro ademnation than Roh, they don't kill
themselves. Howeve 72 |
Bush who @ iSs ojdiers as a result of

his commaﬁ e}J.S. Yet, Bush still

made jokes abet nd iah
. 11
him. In term o “ iticism, Bush certainly got the vicious com

from U.S. citizen, ‘u&erflowed from all ar(w the world condemning his actions.

AUBIVANINENAT

and hate by billions of people all over the world or even ashamed from be hit

ormer President George W.

w the history to judge

ts; of course, not only

by a shoe during his speech. But v‘y was Roh differe g2,

A RIANTEI Bl o WiangIay

and the prosecution of his wife and son who were found guilty of corruption as
well. According to theory, Roh’s suicide appears to have been driven by a mix of the

two motivations, both psychological and situational. Roh ultimately could not cope


http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/86112/George-W-Bush
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/86112/George-W-Bush
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with his family’s transgressions or the politics of revenge. In a suicide note to his
family, Roh described his life as "difficult" and was sorry for making "too many people

suffer.” Roh said “He was ashamed about the scandal and in the first round of

: sgt for disappointing his supporters.” It
seemed liked he wantedstO% : / v feel he is on others. In South
Korea, suicide is a cul®

, Suicide i rally- aecepts {yett failure or disgrace, and Roh
had made it clear thathewas-overwh@med

‘ d could convey some
—_—

meanings abouiste rise”angd’ {4 2oh.\He. choose fib. to the top, and jump

guestioning, he lost face inc

down to the eartha#fich, isliife tha Mbed"upite the highest position as
the nation’s € #ind firg ith' the Shen "“-;o from the corruption
investigation in 2006. < or Roh'seen K&, quite an amazing man

with the exce fite § f‘ ) "--,- " \ es. And now everything is
’ h

_ \ \
3 ress t

» R -
their dignity. Witnes hi » ) |ng among those honorable
(e .
South Korean politicians i -.,.E"{:.-rum; arlia Wes frequent presented to the public.

N, . . .
aicarruption. It seem like his
e, money and status really

oreans are too pride with

That’s because South Kor -‘, J §.and also stemmed from long time

4 4 v""
get familiar{ﬂ\ vig =

The suicid{
suicide pheno

neno sp
ﬂs on the South Korea's suicide rate, the mhest in the developed

r worldwide rolled out
alarming stati
world. Whether f@n South Korean Pre&d”Roh guilty or not, he should have

AU ININING AT

I|ke outh Korea, where a person's identity is more tied closely to the groups,

smcndes can be seen as the uItlm‘e way to rebuild Qfig-clean the image. Inf§gl

RIRLAIUANRIIN HANY

compromise. South Korean has a strong believe in dignity. Those who make
themselves or families lose face will feel ashamed all through their life. It's totally

different in Thailand where everything is flexible and can be compromise. That's why
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we can see many corrupted politicians still spend luxury life without feeling ashamed.
However, suicides have a ripple effect and left suffering for the loved that left behind,
not only family, but the surrounding people as well. As a result of his suicide, he left a
big mess for South Korea'’s ngto clean up, since President Lee and
South Korea's Supreme % |ng targeted as having caused

Roh’s suicide.

Case Studies #12:.Dauli S ——— 19", 2009

was found hanged in
Singapore. She began
i%. ! ogue, before making
her fashion week g€ ri§ twoyears | _ o on the catwalks of

London, Milas and  Paris, ‘ T leading designers

The last entry on ;1 PO ” i | Self' posted a day before her
death -- was headfined Say hi f € _ k t® a video of the song "l Go
Deep" by British singgf Jing giﬂ- 7 .;;_ lthat “]im was in a fragile emotional

state and suffered from the P ressure of |

areer.” The Internet was flooded with
a i »

- a
speculation that the pg 39',.

disorders 6& 1

petitive modeling world. Eating
s@ln a blog entry on
October 3 Ii=that she was "Getting
mad depresse"jl n expressed that "The more
| gain the Ione@ itis ... | know ost.” In one of h&'Jparly posts, she wrote:

“My life as Daul s so sad and lonely. Join me in my solitude in another world.”

AW

Wnt part of Daul’s diary;

q ma»m&mwnwma 4

e November 15 “Oh but how lonely it is. then and now”

e October 31 “l think this year | will remember today as the day | slept 10
hours without any help of anything or anyone without any dreams and


http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/26/world/asia/26korea.html?ref=asia
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/26/world/asia/26korea.html?ref=asia
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woke up feeling peaceful and happy. No more running away from

something or someone or myself.”
e October 30 “l was getti
tell me to do somethir i

anything. and Wik

]d depressed and overworked in Seoul. ppl
l

it and then they always tell me don’t do
‘ ey also tell me to do something”

e October 29™WWhat%afe you een.....nothing special I'm

already.aumonster’— D e

e Octo ‘ ime$ | almastgurmPeesiiibdidn't”

. - Jan akilesits disgusting”

° s | get from work honestly

. I 8hert short skirts to hide my

sionfandives S-trit de'\hy I0uclingls by hornyness”

e Augus 2 “Uhe “learn’! o st D myself and be nice to
mysel ; $hi A \ '

Source: J elt' _q‘l!:;!,: i N

{ T AP 7
From the case studie€, wedd -.-‘f:"'.?‘_-

the youth and middle ageds
e L

most celebs’ suicides are females;

Aere have been numerous celebrities

who have decided 3e0s for
criticisms -, ............................... k Of jancial trouble, the

uphold digf

industry. Thermre, |vi':ﬂ
delicate subjeetséis suicide. Each case of suicide has a nu T

issues. Situations &to need time for chaerore danger is the next generation,

UL ININTNEINT
RINNIUANINEAY

uicides range from

Q.

yea's entertainment
dealing with such a

r of complex personal


http://popseoul.com/2009/01/19/kim-suk-gyun-commits-suicide/
http://popseoul.com/2007/02/10/jung-da-bin-found-dead/#more-491
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2008/09/117_30755.html
http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2904038
http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2904038
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CHAPTER V

FACTORS ANALYSIS

_—

As suicide overvie fi0hed-n chgter :

will discuss the key socio-
economic and ide rate in South Korea
through the repres "

Table 6: Repreggiited A9

No. Factors l;fﬁ&__ l\\k\\ MMeaning

1 Demograpiic g Ssu ." n working population
€

. \ '\l.‘ ;
v ] w 14'\ \'1 -.ll.
2 | Economic ‘! capita, r %\%\ acityteward adverse events
o) ‘-r J;-""'-"1 '\ A’\\
.b- f Y
a y ‘/ -‘\ 0

3 | social - JCrud sociallsafety net

| Crude divorge rate ;,'.“' ' \
? - o |

1.1. Demographicfael

As stated gft id incr ,_ I@I lead to a higher
elderly depkn Je _1 q‘ety possibly affects

the rise of sw:m ) ﬁed group. The burden
can be tremend@usly heavy on youngsters. If the preparati meet the situation of

aging society is n‘udone many social pn”ms are inevitable. The working-age

AUBLINENINGINT

re higher dependency rate seemed to increase the stress and pressure

the WOI’kIM e

S ahd 0 \

Hepe r

can be divided into child and aged dependency rate. Taken these two factors in

comparison, there are the differences in term of perception, feeling and outcome.
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Table 7: Child Dependency VS Aged Dependency

Child dependency Aged dependency
Perception Gift ; Burden
Feeling =
° Feed The ‘MUST’ responsibility in order
’ . to gain social acceptance
Outcome Negative
____-J'tting older with less energy
A an@Pmore diseases
with stress from making
more money 10 fhei | \ atiofygmany youth and middle-aged
. . . . L \.. L . 3 - y
viewed their ch : and feed\the mwi lihgness. That's because
people can enjoy sgei \  ouLcome from ,\ hildren’ growth with more
. \ " I“"l
energy and talgt. e, ehiles \ 2 fdte Se8n to encourage more
‘t

\‘
- hild dependency rate have

negative relationghi i suicide rate w\c\ N
W -penc en ', th. ost of feeding both child

and elderly are not lifferent, m: Y .e lerly as the MUST duty or
responsibility, just to "’-5 jal-—accept 5. Unavoidably, aged dependency is
viewed as burden since itj i seein jve outcome of getting older with

less enerm

modern ':" '

be worsening in
more stress and
pressure to the-y

==t

In addition, the e?ergence of this aging society is reflected the rising demand on

welfare for tAES igclyding. in ing sibility in
ting the y. E’e this t ytak;lsf} of its elderly.
,k fof“caring the

eldery Unfortunately, the demand‘)r women work pa&patlon has reduced t

that would seriously affect the support system for the eIderIy Thus, it is expected that

most elderly would face more difficulties in obtaining care services at home.
Therefore, it is really a dilemma whether the elderly should be taken care by the

family or by the government.
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1.2. Economic Factor

through poverty and income i tgpeople thus blamed first on economic
for creating life difﬁculti\ //]/ntal health contributing to high
suicide rate. P —— ‘ -___/—J

- - | - = L’_E-*

ide TrEnd in-SOBHKQrea:d983-2007

1.2.1) GDP per capita: 7@ economic crisis caused social instability
|

30

20

10

Suicide rate

B 4
thefe "h D1 Tindex.jsp)

Foster (1991) descriped M 0Ck ] , th@@initial shock liked economic

: 2 or partial population during a limited

period of time. In addi a;-?.;' 4 ‘ udden n later deteriorate the survivors,

especially cgmmunity. That is why
11y th fnancial vinerable members of n

the remarkabile I8# short-term economic

- ’ ..7.l Lk
crisis. - (=

I} ' M
In South Kored; the highest suicide rate is found among th0se who were unable to
catch with the ra‘dﬂ/elopment or advers@dVents. The crisis hit the poverty to

Souith r ed 28% ompare % i .H ek, inygroving the

ecorslnic climate could not evegtually reduce suicide level in South Korea.

. Ve LmECOoR0Misgdeyalopment, dgesy . tQtet 'e'fj’sf ON i
‘ ]
q than developing countries such as

alland and Vietnam. At the same time, they
rank lower than the average of 6.7 for 30 OECD countries (www.oecd.org/els/social/
indicators/asia). Modernization has been shown to be positively associated with high

suicide rates. Mental depression, substance abuse, and suicide rates increase as
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people achieve higher levels of wealth. Point to Seoul, suicides are quite frequent in
the wealthy area liked Gangnam-gu. That means the wealthy of the city also affects

the suicide rate as well. Therefore, s a us is d|rectly related to suicide, i.e. hlgher

accompanying economicgEoSpETityAp here. As we can see that, in the

80s when GDP is very"owgSouth | ‘ '| were amongst the lowest in
the world. Now, syicide-ral a@ﬁ speed as South Korea’'s
‘ h ,

per capita, b apita‘as well. The gradual

economic uptur i e. Therefore, GDP play
_ of downward trend of
suicide even ecogbmi y. @b el capitaljust ff8ehthe sudden increased in
suicide rate dué to | : oIy riSiSy The real hidden factor was
the increased streg al-iline .‘;:‘f ’ N ngthy recession. Ahn Jae
Hwan’s suicide can odl - exe of thdke who confronted with the
accumulated stresseS froms result of his repeated failures in

businesses created the ged struggling financially created

o conting s s &
wy" = VW
For as mu@ \Jndermg is that are
people really Aeich ‘ oloaged hypothesis that the
higher rate of P means the higher degree of weII-beingE happiness of people

in that country mw Hnger true. Money d s ot always mean happiness. It was

AUB TRV NI

Hap ess (GNH) per capita index was introduced. While many claimed that GNH is

serious de

unreallstlc and illusive indicator, I;utan has proven piSsuccessful theory. Ngighly

IANN IUARTIALIRE

“The happiest country in Asia” as well as “The 8th happiest country in the world,
while South Korea ranked 103rd on the list, sandwiched between Madagascar and

Bangladesh.
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1.2.2) Unemployment

Ungreying people were particularly vulnerable to external economic shocks. That is

why young and middle-aged me ed, the steep increases in suicide rates from

rowmg unemployment was mainly

€ gase ; t if we look carefully, in 1990,
the unemployment fellsi --"_-L__ remain __MQ? staying in the 2% range.
However, since m_- : r thg IMF ittt 167 ‘in November 1997, the
unemployment : "o, rise s peak at 6.8% in 1998.
After that, the e ‘ h or , S % e wake of the financial
crisis.  Economic (g8 in imulate’ the: ends in unemployment,
poverty and ing® Vel i C isi the collapse of the

middle class, disig . pov i tion, social conflict and

family dissolt m atmpf the crisis was the
structural reform. ' s Ysul reduced income, layoff, and
increasing unepploy : . iced h Kerea with the hope of a

better future.

Table 8: The reducti rentdfeconomic group (1997-1998)

Income Level Average ° 1 - r Middle Higher Highest
= :y _ (41-60%) (61-80%) | (81-100%)
Real Income n 00 # 2,440,200 | 4,244,000
Change = - — =4 380 -0.3
' i
Source: oK '!kr/eng/index.html)
==t )

I Ju.
From table, as consequence of wage cuts and ongoing layoffs, there was a general

decregse in aver me. The average Mhly income in 1998 decreased 6.7
mde@s 4 ‘Vi %ﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ i
higheést €lal s decreased ofly hi ates that
is threatened the job secu?y of low-income workers much more than_other
. t
QRN IR IR Y
q evidenced by the skyrocketing from a Gini of O 298 in 1996 to O 358 in 2000. That
widens the polarization gap, which later could threaten to cause class conflicts.
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Such a rise in poverty, along with income inequality caused social instability. The

unemployment not only the factor triggering the changing in attitudes, life styles and
values of both the unemployed and
consciousness. Class consciog i
subjective feeling. In ‘ erred that the weakest class
consciousness may ther

_Emerge v ‘ nce and wealth is evenly
distributed. On the contaLy, ' ess may emerge during a
. ‘-».,: \ s

Research Institute

heir families, but also their social and class

_’ oghething abstract, dependent wholly on the

considered th ' Q‘ idlle“ela S. FHowever, another 19.7%

said that they hay ' iddl 1€ lewepclasgatter the economic crisis

80% of this group i that'i 1ld : S years to be able to return
to the middle clage. i esed ) elatiofiiof Korean Trade Unions
(FKTU) Research nplie i that 1 38 consciousness collapsed
( ulafly among the unemployed.
The ratios of those wk Sifiec , 1 er, middle, and lower classes
prior to the crisis were 3:8%—72.9 .. 4.1%, respectively. Following the
economic crisis, only O." NG ”l it placed themselves in the upper

and middle Chassg eﬁht they belonged to

the Iower __r- *-mm-n;m AVIATrIAn u-v-ﬁ‘-’,“ ‘ Ward mObI|Ity from
the middle Mads {6 . X
— |

|
Bartley et al (¥996) stated that regardless of social backgrouud, an extended period

of unemployment‘eﬂv to deteriorate mentdfihBalth, especially among young men.

thase t‘ inning#and tlo t en@¥of khell ing Mivies ¥atRer than for

thossln secured jobs and in the ?jddle of their working lives. The impact is more

. v rked i en.than.wo . Consegu ,Anemplgfet young ‘ ed i ‘
q gnifica elated'with (e sticlies y u g, middle-a ed And e ly m!le . Wh

the 1997 economic crisis first attacked South Korea, the greatest rise in the suicide

raie ratio was found in males aged 35-64 (raie ratio = 1.68). Fortunaiely, the
resurgence in 2002 was most prominent among ages 65-79, while there was not
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much increase among those aged 15-34. In 1998, suicides rate increased 68% in

males, and 34% in females. According to Brenner (1979), suicide is less sensitive to

circumstances with shorter i

cumulative economic and social circumstances, thus usually response to recent
those with chronic disease. So,
is sudden rise evidenced by the

m loyment began. Actually,
@afety net system in place

net system was quite

the South Korean

limited. As the une : 0se, \{ox aexpected. level,
government Obless. Many were not

eligible to recei Percent of wage earners

were eligible for uj thinsuranees ( orex Y & i . Even the
revised unemp ' _ 'v 0 ament: H‘.\ sotial safety net aimed to
subsidize more for ! h é, situati \‘-\- getting better. However,
there is a link lo-cu A ' and i 1S :\\o e rates in South Korea.

Under the Confucia an - are 1 1 ole : e adwinner. There are many
dignities involved ; i South.Korea. 2fof€, unemployed is somehow
equal to shame amal j that a working wives are a

sign of a man’s failure to e C " ‘ his fmin adequately. High female

labor force was partly indt g,i# i ale S nent, which could generate young
male sum%A 3 > labor force rfhces of elder males
that may _r. ’mrmmr_Ai-i.-- HiaaVasina Se In Women Work

participatiort=¢at|d y besifconsistent with the
e

= | o
Stack’s theory|(2993); the Moreemalesiwerk par |cipation,gtﬁe lower the degree of
integration became and the higher the suicide rate was due to the role conflict.

Look| from the c@studles on_high prowsumdes the factor dealt with the
of%th 0 su e decline

and/or shortage of work from the.external forces Ilked intense competltlon
l ﬂ Iﬁmhj ﬂ:elm[ aljagblm He:e]nﬁ gj

especially the economic crisis as the first causes of this abnormally high suicide
rate”, so, if South Korea gradually pulls out of its economic difficulties, the suicide
rate supposed to obviously drop. But South Korea was not fall in this assumption.
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Also, celebrities and a number of students and housewives committed suicide.
Neither group could represent as the unemployment statistics. So, it can conclude

that changes in unemployment rat ight contribute to the sudden and short-term

rise in the suicide rate, but no . Nor do unemployment and the threat
of poverty seem to be th ;

Korea. é \
e —

‘ > in South Korea. That’s
why we can see msg né S0 ré - times of blind date.
Many women,g Enf shegan'gh iy NBAB0s. Since marriage is
. o iteold gssume that South Korea

was one of th gsses, the high age\ fate, sompaled to other developed

countries. Accordigy tQfDufhe qr-f ge A\ {hstitiftion that favors men and
disadvantages Momegl M@re ov‘ ., oreg \ 'I intalins the strict traditional
roles of women as; fe br ‘ SSive ‘be |n ~. Sejymarriage may call as the

'l i # h

protection for meh. HalWever gfarwon arriag > itself may not a preservative
factor against suicidegBut rf L chil w{ﬁ»u pily afie the preservative. Unlike the
west, marriage seems to incr&es -_-_---'-—- 0S 1y of suicide; especially for women who
apparently suffer from e ﬂ TW strong patriarchy structure

liked Soutl@ VVVVVVVVVVV _ @ suicides, but fails

to provide 1 v J

ﬂUEJ’JVIEJ‘mWEﬂIﬂﬁ
ammmmummmw
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1.3.2) Divorce

Table 9: Changes in divorce situation

Traditional South Korea h E mi Cr| is (1997 1998) Modern South Korea
- High extended family integraiio N - Individualism

- Cultural conformism
- Low couple center

- Courage requwed_é

- Stigma involved

- Satisfaction based
- Value change/
break taboo

In the past, the ¢ il S ‘.\' ote geiety; high extended family
integration, ‘ | ' 2 gdness may offset the
negative conseq AT ke = _' @fec rate around 0.7-1.5 %

. L] 1 . .
range. In 199 € ' S ause"@lunharmonious family.

As the chain effecfifthe gftuation sg ;-., | es. y couples quarrel arises

from economicsproblefhs ¢ }vﬂ"‘f. curit - ong-Hyun, a professor at
Seoul National Unige : v? the impact of layoff on
marriage said “Chanceff are hightha o j separdle or take a break one or two
years after the male#Spo ""E"f p wOhen’ layoff do not lead to a

significant impact on d|vo , ;...;,;.. ! are not traditionally considered the
primary breadwmn DASS thvis terrible time, their
relatlonshl@l jrked up to 2.5 and
jwowed the bad sign

orea , the divorce level in South
m highest in the world after America anc‘me UK. South Korea's

divorce rate nearl'5 &es increased betwee 1983 and 2003 (from 0.7 to 3.4). The

AUSININSHEINT 2

sub nate. Culturally, the South Korean father rarely showed his love to the famlly

on the South

Korea is the

They were not used to express tl*‘r love to their childfgp and wives per|0d|

qRIRNNT MSNIINGIRY

children have to study hard for academically success. On the other hand, father has
to work hard to support their children’s costly education and well-being of family as
well. In mid of 2004, South Korea again suffered the unstable economic condition.
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This caused the obvious rise of unemployment rate and the number of families that
were involved in bad credit. The strong economic pressure caused the intense stress
so that the suicide and violence ¢

ses .in the households increased. According to

South Korean police statistics Jthel . }ople who are arrested because of the

yn 2001, 16,324 peoples in 2002,
0 ==

;high_ diver but the main reason is

There are various..re this

always increase after

AN eeause couples are more
likely to quar ' in-lawstheuse A nd then Once they get there, as
F L \ N, b
4  n—— b \ 's_ "‘a,‘
problems betwe otherrin-law and. wifesbecome ronounced, someone

) i o~ A _

ends up de ¢] rse d are always blamed for rising
. J o, ! a3

divorces rate. H ce' rate'does \ leceSsary mean the breakdown

of social (may”be o of hysiness),Wor does ‘low' divorce rate

. 1 n .
ivoice rat pesiiiot mean South Korea will

indicate a social ow-d
il ~
have a better society e-in-reality, t are South Korean women avoid

divorce just to sacrifice f* ves-for , bof their children’ by upholding the
‘virtue to endure’ even h BTG5S 2 of their husband. Though South

AL AR

Korean law-qllowee e the~1920, the stigma on

divorced woOlien—continues—to—be —great.It—takes—tremienuous courage and

determinati 0 ; .'\J

. |:l

. 11
Another factorL at has led to rising divorce rates is a chaﬁMin values. Recently, a
woman put divorgg Hsuit, the very rare rrﬁyr happened in South Korea. More

AU NENIWENNT.

e
Witiﬂe growing modernization, South Korea is fast becoming an open, westernized
society. The rapid changing attitudé toward divorce agaell as marriage showUQn

QARAS s NEAa Y

themselves in an unenviable disadvantaged position, both socially and financially,

many still choose divorce as an exit. But for those South Korea women who choose

not to incur the disadvantages of the divorce or who feel unable to leave a painful
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situation may see suicide as the only exit. Shocking is that most of suicides from
divorce are men since women initiate the majority of divorce proceedings. So
generally, man is shocked with the news that he's going to be divorced, and also lose

face and dignity as the breadwi ilinggo control even the easiest matter; that

is his submissive c \, Kes ife. ad with the nature of hiding their

pain, so men have more \ M Furthermore, South Korean
cultures place great-emphasis: qﬁﬁchal kinship system. The

) . \ '
Therefore, divorce c Jlogicall ~"-._\- dealing with face and

WAand socially suffer from

From the above factors ana ;, Sis, this dded the further analysis to prove the
relationship,of the main‘exiern “variabl he_rise of suicide rate in South
Korea thr(@ multij data ranging from
1983—2008{ -.-l. o) jj dependency rate,

aged depend n de marriage rate and
crude divorcesfdte as the independent variables (X-valu order to predict the

dependency rate zﬁsurcrde rate (Y- value

AULINYNINYINT.. -

is t odel with 4 predictors and the model that cover all 6 predictors. Therefore,

the research will provide here the ﬁmparlson of regrg88ipn analysis these 2

a«mmmmummmaﬂ
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Table 10: The comparison of regression analysis: 4 predictors VS 6 predictors

4 Predictors 6 predictors
Predictor Coof SE Coef T P Coof SE Coef T P
Constant -53.99 1539 | -85 0.002 -48.59 15.66 -3.10 0.006
Child Dependency | 0.4043 | 0.1 3.6 .001 0.4196 | 0.1521 2.76 0.012
Aged Dependency 3.2064 " 18 .000 2.59 0.8381 3.09 0.006
Marriage 1.958 W 07 1.504 1.117 1.35 0.194
Divorce 4.60 NS 5 3.826 1.614 2.37 0.028
GDP e - "4 0295 | 0.000359 [ 0.82 0.422
Unemployment n— — — e 7 2 0.3973 1.55 0.137
S = 1.51986
R-Sq 95.8%
R-Sq (adj) 94.5%
mmmtm:\mm prediciors
Source DF F SsgF | VMPOA <Fs A W) A Y MS F P
Regression 4 99 ﬂlz’mh& "nt‘\‘\‘h-. 5| 166.91] 72.26 | 0.000
Residual Error m" .36 l\‘ \w ‘m 2.31
Total 25 grioagh | § {DA W l\\‘*"l‘* 045.4 |
g A  —— - .
From the above regiess alysis w oredic o e coefficient on GDP per
capita of 0.000295#id ed mdchiiniuential emyvith the rise of suicide rate
in South Korea. Same ation ‘ laempl@yment rate. Moreover, the P-
value showed that GDP pef capita, une ent, and crude marriage rate are

clearly not statistically 5| -N:. Nt ’q, ‘. the P-value of crude marriage rate
‘but, the P-value of

is quite farmm : ) i tc:E‘

Crude mar | 3 t'--ug-lllln-ln--nln"ﬂv-alnung-nnguiiluu-v.uii-’ﬁiniéi|A of Su|C|de rate |n

South Kore when yFedidiors evidenced by the
— o

coefficient vaIU’ﬁ bf 1.958.7A , Her o redictori‘m‘as changed to four, P-

value has re uced to 0.073. After compared to the alpha level of 0.05, crude

marrigge rate wa sﬁhow acceptable to |Mde in the equation since the model

’i‘w@’ NERINEANA

from the equation as it did not

r capita and unemploymer*rate are excluded

Suicide rate = - 54 0 + 0.404 Child dependency rate + 3 21 Aged dependency rate
+ 1.96 Marriage rate + 4.60 Divorce rate
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Supported with the P-value in table of variance analysis, with alpha-level of 0.05, if P-
Value <= alpha-level, we can conclude that the correlation is significantly different

from zero. That means this equation, was applicable with high creditability in

"2,

3.21 increase on syicide-rate-In |Id dependency rate play

a

predicting the future suicide tregc

rate have high correlation of

increased in suicidg#f: divorce ratel playythe, cre Cigl role affecting the rise of
et ORA6 increased in suicide
rate. These statistig fi S ‘@l match Withithéy fadtor'agalysis mention earlier. In

summary, the o Y reveale A digtorslithat consistent with the

e Child depend ite-affecti tf sul _ e rate in South Korea.
e Aged dependency r& ! - suicide rate in South Korea.
e Crude marriage tg f:‘"f'rff,,.wv. ndenc ting the rise of suicide rate in
South%o :
ay VS
Crudess v jJICIde rate in South

cor N

ored. = _
il .'I'
The hypotheS|s o& economic factor was rejected as unemployment and GDP per

it planatory
ecgfo E]i thell suigide rate in
Sou ore ich is also coihcided with"the earlier Tactor analysis. Next, the study

will fur her provide the micro view vough the case stt% on high profile SUICI

ﬂ»mmmmum'mmad
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Table 11: Summary of factors affecting high-profile suicides

Demo | Social Economic Technology Culture Internal
Aged | Divorce | GDP | Unemployed/ | Financial Internet Ashamed | Norm | work pressure/ ] Depression| Carreer | Love
No. Name Dep Workige iné harassment | & Dignity | conflict | High expectation failed
1 ]Lee Eun-Joo X X X
2 JU;nee X X
3 |Jeong Da-bin X X
4 JAhn Jae-hwan X
5 JChoi Jin Sil X
6 |Jang Chae-won X X
7 JKim Ji-Hoo X
8 |Kim Seok-kyun X X
9 JJang Ja-Yeon = , > ] X X
10 |woo Seung-yeon O, ] s X X X
11 |Ex-president Roh > ¥ il BEUAR e ™M X
12 [Daul Kim ' ‘F‘Hl-‘ I\\\Y\\J&“' X X
Apart from the stggSs agid gfegSurco-€arn n N uppe t their own family in the
high competiti¥€ society ( &ut & ‘o' »\ ic*play a major role here.
Ahn faced with th€ ac ated l-.» \\‘ ‘-, actor. The result of his

repeated failure

in Busi ? -Cf u - u. t ‘, debt. Prolonged struggling
pre

financially created s€rious d ' I ‘jr tihg ‘ -- icide. Jeong Da-Bin, Choi

Jin-Sil, Kim Ji-Hoo, and#Kin S A.‘.'_:. ar b casefstudies of those who suffer from

the decline and/or sh tage ,f"f*‘*ﬁﬁ‘
and/or inability to confor
addition, Chgi can _begbest ribed the atus of divorced women in

. | led not match with

al forces liked intense competition

such as being gay or divorced. In

South Korea-Sadly, her career failed just because of her div
the social &br“ Jccumulated mental
illness commﬂ]y K

external factor v eemed to play minor role for suicides. Thmare still many different
factors affecting ‘uﬁs vary on each md”lal Many of high profile’ suicides

AU INSNING TN

affemwch life difficulties on a S|zeable of high profile suicides (Lee Eun-Joo, U;nee,
Jang Chae Won, Jang Ja-Yeon, o Seung-Yeon, Ed8fikesident Roh and Daum

q R Ia)

there is stigma against mental health in South Korea. Therefore, the external factors

hy high profile cases,

affect the physical hardship that can stimulate the rise of sudden suicide rate, while
the culture and internal factors seem to affected psychological hardship dealing with
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cumulative stresses that later could cause more suicide-prone. Mental health has

been the leading force behind the sharp rise of suicide rate in South Korea.

t h al source originated depression. As
t ' @cial changes and mental illness
, the )MEE[ discuss the various chain

. R jll= be picked up as the

However, external factors a

Social
tability

Disintegrated
Family

1 Dependency Status T
rate Mobilit

1 Female work
participation

St Coce Rt ]
T oue f h r i ecession.
chams will lead to increased suicides. As Brenner (1979) re-defined impact of
economic_cycles on health that; !conomic instabilitﬂreased the possibilu of
TEMIMRRINRS
ain €a of 'dally StreSSes¥| h ‘ors,he ck*ef financial®and |
security led to higher suicide rates. The result from economic downturn led to various

chain effects through stress, financial, social, health and mental health—all in

negative outcomes. A chain of adversity may start from losing job, quarrel from job
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insecurity, get depressed from financial strain, loss of personal control, and finally
end up suicide. The most common mental health is depression, which significantly

increased suicide risk. However, losses (whether real or anticipated) normally

resulted in humiliation, shame,¥ hus, these chain effect caused by

economic factor can be {hé*poteéntial | ihK j8rMgher rate of depression which later
leads those vulnerab/Ewig ‘ Micide. Another is; even the
economic factor (GDPDE i @ was excluded from the

i : ' akgpower on the rise of suicide
rate; still, the sur updreting sui ' :v Ag»ibe 1997 economic crisis
] | ‘ ) | o ¥6“the flow-on from an
economic downtuf. , omic d hyristill Bxpects to increase suicide

risk, especially amag§ wgrkifgfge | 3gly, whose retirement security

is threatened. e there i r ) majeLsingle exp \ i0n fomthe rise of suicide rate in
South Korea, outcgj 'es," e . | '
trends strongly aifect e"' tern [,d) a
health and future we e| ’W’, _ "

condition by social r economichpre

) . i ernal forces since external
' &n, Wi\ turn, affect the mental
especially the “forced into”
et accelerators for creating
the concurrent dlffICU i . bot ysica ip a " mental illness. In conclusion,

external factors play a maj oF “-' K] se of suicide rate in South Korea.

ﬂUEJ’JVIEJ‘mWEﬂIﬂﬁ
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATION

— Wy,

_—‘I s
The purpose of thls research.was to =mvest
rate in South KoOf€a. The«r€Sgéteh, probl
labor shortage_iggthe ne trg . /Mor:

dependency rate @i youhggtes. fSo iS)

suicide rate i'ut ored. A

demographic chagfes, §0ci féclo = sp' ally )NOMIC crisis as the first cause
of suicide, sos#flis stylly & 0;prove whett ) ct ally affect the rise of
suicide rate in Sg fth gored Of . , e resultiwill beneficial for the South
Korea to solve#h thefiighidirecti Af eful lead to the implementation
South Korea as thegettelf healthyplace ing.

Many suicide theoriegFandglii T ed 1@ guide setting the conceptual
framework including determirre=th , les. Since the cultural factor is quite

4
-

limited in term of hi
economic @
The study

hypothesis as tdll 0

Il

° Demograp ic Factor: (Child Dependency Rate and Aged Dependency Rate)

e %W%WVTM

Theglndependent variables are t key to understanding changes in the health and

profile suicides reportedt rough media during 000 2oi;§ Was picked up ast e case

studies in order to understand more on the varying factors affecting suicide decision

re, here, only demographic,

tj@ﬂp of suicide rate.

tljfactor to test the

on each individual. Aiso, muitipie linear regression method was appiied to test the

relationship of suicide rate and each represented variables. Due to the limitation of
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suicide data, most of the statistics provide only crude death rate. Therefore, the
maximum collected data here will be on 26 years basis, ranging from 1983-2008.

Completed suicide data including, the .main represented factors were collected

through WHO, UN Demographi y /N statistical yearbook, UN database,

OECD, KOSIS and KNS

se of aging suicides
. age d|fferences are notable
: ; N th eenager mainly Kill
themselves ovegfec i a.o 1 Jea \..m g _economic woes, and
over 55 continuously
showed the high i '. ‘ \ Nowed a higher proportional
suicide rate compar: .' j \" arked a steep increase in
the number of peggle i " 03 and j > ir ,‘ n lives, while suicide is in
the low rank for agin C -, b o] < greylng suicide is a relatively
new phenomenon i inc easing suicide rate in South
Korea was composed of 78 the older group and a greater
proportional- jcreas b NN he sz'(\eicle rate is very rare

among childi .I'-~

ﬂe

aged dependency rate, crude marriaget

Statistic findin redlctors that is child

i
rate. Economic f@(ﬂpresented by GDP aplta and unemployment rate are

m&mmmwmmm

because of its severe impact affecting social changes and mental illness

dependency r. e, and crude divorce

contrlbutlng to higher suicide rate. ‘

AW IONFEIa A NI

valuable gift, while aged dependency is viewed as burden. That's because people
can enjoy seeing the positive outcome from their children’ growth with more energy
and talent. In contrast, it's not fun seeing the negative outcome of getting older with
less energy and more disease. Also, the filial piety seemed to be worsening in
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modern South Korea. In short, aged dependency rate bring more stress and pressure
to the working population, while child dependency brings less. In turn, child

dependency rate seem to encourage more work determination among working group.

GDP per capita:

those who were unablego,Cateh | gpment or adverse events. Also,
higher expectations “Heeempanyi oo icPros lay a major role here. Most

blamed first on economic, reat shame contributing to

hest suicide rate is found among

high suicide rate. € i ASE ulcide purred mainly from this short-

term economic,gh istofi¢z s Buin, stieide, rates related not only

he 5 seems to stem the
suicide tide. Thergfo play Iiffeetfect ¢ \ iCidle rate since there is no sign of
fd of silficig e ary, € ) o capita just affect the
sudden increased v suicide f to a Sepevent .*‘-_ ed economic crisis. The

. \ \ ess induced by the lengthy
" ",‘

real hidden factor wagfthe g\

recession. [}

Unemploymemt: In; ﬁ'.ﬂ .ﬂ,ﬁ-f'r Bnd Milddle-aged men appeared the
steep increases in suicide | rat tes—from 1 0 1998. At the first glance, growing
unemployment was maiiyt $e€} la fle.increases in South Korea. But if
we look cafefl | mic difficulties, the
suicide rat% i 4 rea was not fall in
this assumpfiof r,gf students, housewives,

and elderly dé\ ple committed Sul . Neither group

unemployment St?StICS Instead, there is a Im? between socio-cultural and increased

£ HANERING e";gf'zi:"iz:

effect. The unemployment not only the factor triggering the changing in

Id represent as the

attltudes life styles and values ofﬁoth the unemploy and their families, b

A WIENTIRE BIINYINY

nor do unemployment and the threat of poverty seem to be the factors affecting the

rise of suicide rate in South Korea.
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Marriage: Marriage is the pattern of life in South Korea. So, we can see
many young South Korean have a hundred times of blind date. Many women are

worried when she can’t marry within her 30s. Since marriage is considered more

‘compulsory' than “optional', sg, i _ sume that South Korea was one of the

country posses the high marfage rg# tggother developed countries. Unlike

the west, marriage sectme o Incieas % uicide; especially for women
who apparently sufferfrom TiE ‘ | of the strong patriarchy
structure liked So _,uffer for male’ suicides,

'b'- -l"'”, Y

Divorce: he ‘ itextuel\featire : guth Korea society; high
extended fa inte ' misn ! c’- Dle centeredness may
offset the negatiyg’c ' F dliv . 908 \".; economic condition
was a cause: iods family. As : ’\"m‘”‘ the* situation spilled over
into homes. Ma ‘ ["arise Omi \"._ oblems dealing with job

; ng determination to file for

J L}
g was \s. A involved. Another factor
e inM@lues. In contemporary South

Korea, many women f"r._..a an g more on individual satisfaction.

‘:)? JM*J‘;

Korea. Addeg, with | ave more suicide prone than

Recently, a woman put dive rare matter happened in South

women in¥% 0T GIVOrC z S HE—HIE—=5 gie ana G rced persons must

experience‘ ; mative expectation
of the sometyﬂe higt ply réﬂcts their isolation from
their normativetsystem. At least, this is a part of a social cau

high suicide rate. ‘WOre divorce men coWhave psychologically suffer deallng

AUHINENINGTAT

In Korea there have been numerc‘s celebrities who ji@e decided to take thdji@w

IR NI NEA Y

play minor role for suicides. There are still many different factors affecting suicides

affecting the observed

vary on each individual. In case of high profile’ suicides, many suicides caused from

internal factor rather than external factor which may be inconsistent with the macro
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overview. External forces did not affect much life difficulties on a sizeable of high
profile suicides since they all have everything; wealth, fame, splendid look, etc.

Sadly, most high profile’ suicides c } from the internal factors which can be
I

pinst mental health in South Korea.
ve ators for creating the concurrent
difficulties in both phys ) @ : : ..In conclusion, external factors
' Korea.

OVE ' e.Jast=40 years and South Korean are

\\ ‘1\ "‘_‘\‘_ "\'\.,\

Oreé \ w_\ '= all

: \\\ k- ‘ pre*medern era. Something
5

dragging its teditionalvajfes’ of Confusiagisi from th

We have seen a

having a hard_ig ifig th ¢ gdernization can totally

Vs South Korea keep on

= ‘!‘

Suicitle. Adlitionally, both traditional
iR N "

'\’ . .
3 \ Jing'tlends*such as the increasing
ree

A
don ‘efthe family. All the above

elements have s 1er e unded i equate suicide prevention
measures and a g (ffactive Joverr icyhcaused the increasing trend of
suicide in South Kore L 2423 \ |

aehiia i
Our lives are affected by t --- Ke. Most of the time, it is the smallest

AN T

things that make the.k ide_involves with the feeling of

@ed, cared for and

that individual can

reverse the degigior. amily, friend or surrounding
r 11
people can help preventing suicide. Suicide prevention is evgryone’s responsibility.

AuInaningans...

I
e

Ioneliness,&i clple

=

e the dying from all diseasas, which belong to the majority causes of death in

, Kogga. Indurnethe clirrent exteral suicide prever regram segms na-avail.
stall ﬁtﬁtﬂoo; n t% ubway O’Wr tﬁo fr
jumping on" the" track, both netioa"adaccient‘fm, it was narr

prevention coverage. Increasing the number of health care facilities and consulting
centers may waste the country’s budget If the stigma concerning heaith iliness stiii

exists. Law to limit people’ thinking and speeches in cyberspace sound impossible.
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Instead, loosen seniority system is recommended since the vicious comments are
caused by the oppression of seniority system. Censoring harmful websites and

discourage free speech may not be the long-lasting solutions if South Korean mind

still sensitive to the various g ; { . JRejnember, gossip is very common for

human lives. Difficulties iQuateeSsilili %) ducing suicides since those with
impulsive or hesitate faj e' their g%iver, the mentioned current

eir suicide ideation.

Actually, suici e. Simply starting, just

relax. “Que Sera lected to their community,
' Ce, stimulate self-worth,

SO, empowering young

people to d v _ ore participation on
hobbies and sp ‘ ;. r ‘\\.\'-._ oreover, in IT era, the
preventive pre ent.at ‘ I ’ 9% ) P cat. Another is the majority
of South Korean i 1e wiew-th womars pléice is limit at home. As the
fertility rate of 1.08, itri ’?_ 73 g ed \~ fed women at home feeding a
child (http://www.bloomberg g i-.*:....u... Of fling, 'across OECD countries with

high female employment rates7also;have the ertility rates. Therefore, increasing
L RTINS T

number of fegale pation may | utr@rea to increase the

number of *r.f’. ;J...-.-—.-.u.-.-....-—.-...-“..-.-—.-.-:.‘..5-,..;:;::{i—:j:;:? belng Subordlnate

as well. Tr* ation aging should

¢
center on the I Ifare gma aﬁj‘ched to mental illness
should be chakged. Depression is treatable and curing fr

worthwhile. Howeé@eems that an effecti@gfeduction in the suicide rate will only

AUYINBNINGINT

“hollually " Importantly, suicide s ouId not be seen as an individual's problem but

q WA ﬁfﬂ*ﬁu ARIANYIAY

government needs to do is to dig out the buried thoughts and value of South

90
-

inside is much more

Koreans. As South Korea modernizes, there is a crash between the life they want to

live and the life they are being told they have to live. Therefore, the government's job
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is to promote that change in thinking. Actually, South Korea is very specialized in

promoting, building the beautiful image as we all have seen in South Korean drama.

So, why doesn’t South Korean use thi ,otential to benefit, and create the friendlier

and healthier society in South“

AUINENINEINS
RIANTUARIINYINY
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Appendix A

The comparison of suicide rate, 2005

Population
Count (Million)
USA ) 295.895
SOUTH KORH / ﬂ m\“ . 48.138
JAPAN g l”l‘ \‘ t“ 127.767

Source: OE(; p://stat

;;;;;;;
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Appendix B

Suicide Rate: Thailand VS South Korea, 1997-2007

82

THAILAND

2005 | 2006 | 2007

KOREA

64 | 577 | 5.96

26.1 | 232

24.8
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estic/theme/do01_index.jsp)
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Appendix C

International comparison among OECD

@x!i//

Autria
Czech
Denmark
Finland
France
German
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Japan
Korea
Luxemberg
Mexico

. Netherlands
NewZealand
Norway

|:| Poland
Slovak
Spain

UK.

LS
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Appendix D
Cost of ill: Past VS Present

Past \\"‘,7 Present
) 5 ‘ - ‘ . ‘ : 4
e Comfort wome o N, 7 _Ed¥ication Fever

o Colonizatioppeeee—— @

e Several w

- ment
%of family and social
ex: divorce)
lation: computer-
nuclear family

S&eompetition from

achieve-oriented
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Appendix E

Leading Causes of Death in Korea

| i

Rank 1997 \\\ \ I.I U /2003” 2007
1 Malignant Neog “----f:- — 0P : Malignant Neoplasms
2 | Cerebrovasct =1 CerefifovasCrar— Cerebrovascular
3 Heart Diseases J eart]Diseases Heart Diseases
4 Transport Acciden j'ﬂ m — Suicide
5 | Disease of Lius 7 7 VSuicide Wik S S, Sbbiabetes Meliitus
6 Diabetes Mellitu Mﬂfg !-_ \\‘ ransport Accidents
7 Chronic Lowg ‘oﬁﬂ'_m_ / ﬁ_m hronic Lower Respiratory
8 Suicide ’l‘ @': w \‘ case of Liver
9 Hypertensive B ,ﬁ' _.g l ,hrii !J,_LI\ ﬁ‘ Hypertensive Diseases
10 [ Respirato be Mg‘ﬁl‘ ‘ \ \‘ eumonia

f . {7
Source: Korean Natlo St t:fc Office é‘

ﬂumwamwmm
Qmmnsmnmmmaﬂ
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Appendix F
Statistic Data

Child Divorce Divorce

Year Dependency no. Rate

Rate (cases) (/1000)

1983 50.2 28,549 0.7
1984 48 35,772 0.9
1985 46.0¢ 38,187 0.9
1986 43.9 ‘ 39,132 0.9
1987 3 4 2,268 1.0
1988 40,2 10 42,757 1.0
1989 10 017 1.0
1990 36.9 45,694 11
1991 3 8 9,205 11
1992 3 i 9,7 539 1.2
1993 34 7! / 59,313 1.3
1994 8.1 21 7 65,015 1.4
1995 33.0 . A% | 68,279 15
1996 32 8.6 190 1 4% 79,895 17
1997 312 “ 91,160 2.0
1998 30.5 . 116,294 25
1999 29.8 7.6 117,449 25
2000 29.4 v 7.0 119,455 25
2001 | -~ 29. 134:608 2.8
2002 910 3.0
2003 5617 3.4
2004 | =47, | 367032 2.9
2005 md.s 6.5 %8,035 26
2006 9 13.2 330,634 6.8 4,524 25
343,558 124,072 25

Dependency rate: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

(http://stats.oecd.org/In

q RAATUUBIINGIA Y

X.aspx)
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Statistic Data (continued)

Year GDP per capita Unemployment | Suicide no. Suicide Rate
(US$) (cases) (/200,000)
1983 2,124 ] 8.70
1984 2,312 8.66
1985 2,368 9.32

1088 145607 7 78) 1 | X ®
1080 | s /78 A NN
1990 P A'IIE

Vi¥E

2,698

1991 7,119
1992 7974
1993 8,2004 ’
1994 9,4
1995 11,490
1996 12,282 13.03
1997 11,276 |
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002 s
=200
2003 12,806
2004 ,
2005 16,5£ =Y 24.69
AUl gang
260 n ! J ¥l 24.82
20,240 12,858 26.12

q Wﬁ@ﬁsﬂﬁ ﬂJﬁMQ INYIAY

Unemployment and GDP per capita:

United Nations Database (http://data.un.org)

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx)
Nation Master (hitp://www.nationmaster.com/red/graph/eco_gdp_percap-econoimy)
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Appendix G
Scatter plot

Demographic factor: \\\"!//
/ ed dependency rate

Child dep
‘ —;

2 60

= 50

(3]

*®

T, 40 POCE o4
28 %

2= 20

o

=

o

2010

ployment rate

GDP per capita

2010

Social factor:

ﬂuya@

o 1° m”w *

=3
©

=
=
©
=

O L) T T 1 0 L L 1
1980 1990 2000 2010 1980 1990 2000 2010

year year
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Appendix H

Statistic findings: Correlation

With alpha-level of 0.05

e Agedgdepene
o Crude.di

° GDI‘- 1

=
e | |
Suicide rate has, egative correlation with; 1 I

ﬂﬁ@a@at?fl HNINYING

**Th orrelatlon between suicide ?(e and unemploym tis unclear. **

QW’]Mﬂ’imﬂ‘Wﬂﬂmﬂﬂ
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Best subset regression table

¥

Divorce| GDP | Unemployment
Rate

Vars| R-Sq | R-Sq
(adj)
1| 914 | 91.0
1| 79.0 | 78.2
2 | 936 | 93.0
2 | 929 | 92. 12 ’
3 | 945 | 93.7 | 6
3| 945 : 7.08
*A*| 953 | 94.4- |4 4 # 1
4| 949 | 9 6 5
5 | 957 |794.6 o
5| 954 | 94.3 6. 15505
6 | 958 | 9 15890

The bes#fhodgfis tife mod

deviation), ag |0 I\/Qﬁb

Since C-p“tend§ to fi
predictors of tHe def
the model is relativ

regression cQ

SOL

M e Dependency rate (Aged)
arnage rate

ﬂUEI’WIEJ‘VI?ﬂMﬂﬁ

set
Il

X [X |IX|X

j), low S (error standard

inCludes only the important

llows C-p value indicates that

Il variance) in estimating the true

onses.
r@ | with 4 predictors,
d r

W'mmmmm"mmw
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APPENDIX J

Results: Testing equation’s creditability

After putting the value in icted result rate will be as follows;

No. Year o i yﬂide rate Differences
1 1983 : O Gl -1.21
2 | 1984 .66/ e 0.12
3 1985 __|_go® TN 131
4 = v A6 ' ’ 0.97
5 | 1987 g z ’ ' 5 0.73
6 : . ) -0.93
7 1989 2 2 -0.34
8 1 ¥ ”' 7.95y -0.37
o | 190040 B ¥ A 9 122
10 | 199 Tl 528 Whid _ -1.03
11| 1993 @ 7 < . 0.53
12 | 100 ¢ F 95 T 4 9 0.35
13 | 1995 | 1 - . 0.96
14 | 1996 |°* - 12. 0.17
15 | 1997 . — 12.84 0.30
16 | 1998 oy 3.15
27 ' i J| 023
28 r’ 1,01
19 : i 2.94
20 2qu ‘ 19.33 ,j ' -1.38
21 | 20 22.61 22.54 0.07
1.94

q The total difference is onIy 0. 02 per 100 000 populatlons therefore this model is

applicable with high accuracy.
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Appendix K

Confucian Doctrine

“Sinchae balbu suji<bEme L_h_ s that yo gift from your parents and
harming it is being.distespectiul. Unt‘he begmm twentieth century, it was
customary for Sou d thi

above. (Cited in<¢

Confucian Thesis Il st ely\terming 1 for the sake of avoiding
humiliation or uph@ldingfo i iy T ans .'--, not strongly prohibited
in South Korea#Mnli v 2V \ Ikide"as the act of cowardice,
and Christianity made’i i Sa Jeverinotwithstanding some petty
suicides committe ‘\ ineft figures used suicide to
express their co ‘ : jese Werke praiseworthy suicides, and
should by no means hIy-Tep roache ien EUfopean value. There are some
acceptable suicides ' :

Suicide for the sake L /

o f the and/or emperor;

. ch for the hushz ed away;

° Suigidei jde;

o Suicrdé fo ] one has entered
into a ;

o Sumd@\r the sake of keepi ret for someboq@]

o Suicide or the sake of saving other lives;

[ )

Suicide fo mke of avenging one suents husband, or master

WY &J’Vllﬂ g
9 ANNTUNAIINYIAY
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JUST IN CASE

Love-Line (Sarang - Jonwha) Cou
Shingongduk-dong 9-22

Mapo-gu, SEOUL
Hotline: (2) 715 8600 , |
Hotline: (2) 716 8600§

Hotline: (2) 717 8600

Hotline: (2) 718 860 mmm—
Website: counsel2
24 Hour service:

Cheju
159 Ildo 2-dong
CHEJU

Hotline: (064)

Choongju
178-5 Sungnaes
Choongju
380-010, CHOON
Hotline: (0441)

Chunju

PO Box 103
Chunju, 560-600
CHUNBUK
Hotline: (0652) 86-9191

Inchon iz 1""7“37‘

Insung Bldgg, 8d E
988-2 Jooan.6=ta

402-206, INGHE
Hotline: (032,42

=
‘Hr‘

dong Wonmi-Ku

Puchon
2nd 105-7 Won
Puchon, 420 110

HHPINYNINYING

Nambin-dong Buk-Ku
Pohang, 791-040

WIRIN TN INAE

Hyungjae Bld 499-2 Sungsa-dong
Duchyang-Ku

Koyang, 411-020

KYUNGKIDO

Hotline: (0344) 915-9191
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Kimhae

305-20 Suhsang-dong
Kimhae

621-030

KYUNGNAM

Hotline: (0525) 21-9191

Ulsan

627-20 Sinjung 1-dong,
Ulsan ’
680-011 m—

KYUNGNAM —
Hotline: (0522)

Pusan

614-044
PUSAN o
Hotline: (051) 807-9

Pusanjin-Ku
614-044
PUSAN ,
Hotline: (82) 51 80

West Seoul Saengmyun@ Euj Eh

917-1 Mok-dong Ll s
Yangchon-Ku
SEOUL

F= _'-J 4 ww
Hotline: (81) 2 2649 9232{4 .’3‘-{:---"",;.‘87;'

A
¥ Aneninens
AANHTal unInenae

Source: Suicide.org
(http://www.suicide.org/hotlines/international/south-korea-suicide-hotlines.html)

Seoul
KPO Box 1
110-612
SEOUL
Hotline: (02) 9
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