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Thesis Title - Asceticism in Hinduism
QE\;Q, _ Miss Porﬁpimon Koom=in
ﬂl;s:is Advisor Associate Professor Visudh Busyalul
Department " Eastern Languages
Academic Year 1984 |
Abstrack

It is the purpose ‘oi.‘.‘ thi$ thesis to conduct a Study and an gnalysis
of the develppneﬁt of the idea of aseeticism found in religions of India,
especially Hinduism. Tt s assumed that the precties of asceticism was
)prev-alent prior %o the advent of the Aryans migration into Indiﬁ, .and it
_was only after their inﬁuigra.tion 'bha'l;, they adoyb;d the practice from
the__ E‘rgprigine_s and af%a;pted :i.t_'. E._@eirm'iginal ideas and beliefs on
the mystic and awe inspiring power of pature, which seemed to be in
accordance with those of the aborigines. Accordingly; asceticism has

' bec;:me péa.c_tice of these Aryan believers who search for their fﬁ.na.l
liberation from the cyclé of birth and death with the conviction
that ond's individual soul or Atman is identical w:Lth Brahman
the univ;ersal soul, The b;'liéf de:velops ﬂﬁher to the point
that bf means jof aseeticism one'can pursuade on; of the great

gods to grant him a boon so that he may become immortal or gain

qspecial supernatural power. It is because of this belief that



asceticism has become very popular among the Hindus and can be

found mentioned in many religions Hindu texts.

In addition, asceticism is sti'ongly approved in Jainiém,
vhereas it, in the sense of self denial, is definitely djscoura.gedgn Buddhi gm,

Although the Buddharat tdimes praised the practice, hé gave it a new

" definition which agreed well with the Buddhist ideals.:

" In the course of study, the researcner gathered data from
various sources 'such. as the Vedic fexts, the Brahmanas, the Upanishads,
the Epi¢s and the FPuranas, Treatises written by modern scholars on the

subjécts were é.lso used,

The thesis is divided into 6 ehapters, The first chapter-is - - — -
introductory, ‘treating the topic of the thesis, thé method of research

and the advantage to be gained from this research. The second chapter

| givés the meam.ng of asceticism and the historical development of the

idea, and the monopoly of the ‘p’ra.ctice- by the members of the three
upper castesy’ Chapter three deals with the methods'and %he result
gained by such practice,

Chapter four give's examples of cases of practice of a.s‘oeticism'
in the mﬁit Literature. The influence of the concept of asoeticism
on Buddhism and Jainism is treated in the fifth chapter. The sixth
chapter; which is the last, is the conclusion and suggestions for

.

further researci ..
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