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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was threefold. First, to study the general export
problems and obstacles facing the Thai feature industry. Second, to investigate
whether Thai film producers and directors are professionally prepared for the
international  film markets and what support may be rendered by the Thai
government. Third, to study ways to promote Thai feature film for export. This
research elicits the opinions of ten producers, and twenty-four directors who are
members of the Federation of National Film Associations of Thailand.

Exploring the cause and effect involved in these issues, it was found that
export problems associated with the Thai feature film industry were caused by
production budget constraints, poor screenplays, a lack of government support and
outmoded censorship legislation. Further obstacles include rigid film rules and
regulations, a complicated film taxation policy, difficulties with international trade
barrier, and a lack of film maker’s unity. The producers and directors are
professionally capable of contributing to international film markets, however, they
have an insufficient knowledge of the idiosyncrasies of film production and
management at the international level. Government support was lacking in the access

to international film markets, the distribution of Thai feature films at overseas film



events such as Road Shows, and sponsorship of overseas Thai Film Festivals.
Another area was the reduction of import tax for film making equipment. There
remains a great need to reform government film rules and regulations. Official
government representatives could be responsible for stimulation commercial aspects
and carrying out a film-support policy, as well as studying ways to promote the Thai
film industry and protecting against film copyright infringement, both domestic and
foreign.

It is essential that Thai producers and directors produce films at the highest
standards of quality, and base that quality at an international level. It is also
essential that international distributors or agent services be utilized to develop a

worldwide market of Thai films.
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