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ABSTRACT

The objective 'of this thesis 1s to make a study on
production problems and cost of production of fishmeal plant
in the central part of Thailand. For the study of the
production cost of fishmeal, four plants have been selected:
two of them are medium sized and the other two are small plants.
The study was done on the production cost per kilogramme and
on the patios ‘of ‘various categories of production cost per

kilogramme of the two different sizes of fishmeal plants.

The outcome "of" the" study reveals that' production cost
of fishmeal is composed of cost of fish equivalent to 84% of
the production cost of fishmeal, while the cost of fuel is 7.5%
The rests of the production cost consist of labour cost, the
cost of electricity consumption, gunny bags, depreciation,

repair and maintenance and other plant expenses.



Comparison of the cost of production of fishmeal per
kilogramme between the medium sized plants and the small
plants reveals that the cost of the medium sized plants is
about 3.24% higher than that of the small ones. The higher
cost of the medium sized plants is due to - the higher cost
of fish, about 1.05%, due to the higher quality of fish, the
higher cost of repair and maintainance which is about 47.69%
higher because ofstheruse of a greater number of machines in
production while other plant expenses are about 54.76% higher
due to the purchase of baskets for the fishing boats that

bring fish to the plants regularly.

The result of the-study also reveals that the production

problems faced by the plants are as follow.-

1, _The high cost of production duée,to the high cost of

fish and high cost of repair and maintainance.

2, Lowiquality of fish. used in production which results

in low gradelof. fishmeal produced.

3. »Excessive production capacity due tellow supply

of fish suitable for fishmeal production.
4, Water and air pollution caused by fishmeal production.
To remedy these problems, following suggestions are made.-

—- The high cost of production caused by the high price

of fish used in production is a difficult problem to solve since



low price of fish would cause hardship to people in fishing
industry. To alleviate the problem of high cost of production,
fishmeal plants should expand its production to produce fishmeal
suitable for human consumption which in turn would provide

a supplementary protein-rich dietsto low-income group.

- The high cost of repairing could be lessened by proper

care and maintenamce of machines and eguipments.

- As for the/desired improved qguality of fish used in
the productionm, this/ could, be achieved by using adequate
gquantity of ice for chilling while the fishmeal plants should
have proper cold storage to keep the fish fresh for production, -
while proper cleaning of fish before production is also important.
The price offered for fish should be fair according to the

various grades of guality.

- As for the problem of excessive capacity of fishmeal
plant, thelgovernment should assist by freezing the setting-up
of new plants or expansion of old ones since the present

number of plants’is more than adeguate.

- As for problems of pollution caused by fishmeal production
it is the duty of the plants to provide adequate control under

constant government supervision.
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