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ABSTRACT

The problengstudied  in /this' thesis is whether free-rldlng is
a rational action, Where the 'public 1sQ1arge, reople tend to avoid to
contribute for their common 1nterest Some say that that is rational
action,:for'an indiwidual's contribution will not make any significant
effect upon the whole thing and he will'be able to reap the benefit
from whatever is produced whether or not he helped to get it produced"¢ 
or not. The objectlves of j/this the51s are to analyse these reasons . end

see whether they are good .reasons or not.

After a’short intfoduction I will present _some necessary'conéépts
to get an idea of the free rider>problem: Next will be some examples of2
‘érguments always used to support free rider action. Tt will be indicated
»that there are two reasons supporting such an action : self-interest ana
imperceptible effect of an action. However, Mancur Olson, Jr. hae asserted
that free xrider action is rational whether or not the agent is self-in- |
terested, Richard Tuck says semething to the_same effect. ‘So, Inwill Qet
into the detadils of the issue at some length. (It will be shown that-
Olson's theory is based on the assumption ef the self-interestedness of‘

the agent. And, an unselfish person will not think of free riding as a

rational behavior.



Then, I will show how “:an argument for free riding can be
considered unsatisfactdry for the self-interested person. And the

same kind of problem will happen for anyone who gi;,'es priority to any

cation. This will have implication, corsidered along with related.

concepts, that free ridi yehav annot be evaluated as "rational"
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